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This volume takes a fresh look at the land question in India. Instead of re-engaging 
in the rich transition debate in which the transformation of agriculture is seen as a 
necessary historical step to usher in dynamic capitalist (or socialist) development, 
this collection critically examines the centrality of land in contemporary 
development discourse in India. Consequently, the focus is on the role of the state 
in pushing a process of dispossession of peasants through direct expropriation for 
developmental purposes such as acquisition of land by (local) states for 
infrastructure development and to support accumulation strategies of private 
business through industrialization.  


