
 
Dr. Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay, Assistant Professor, IISER, Mohali, will 
present a paper on 

Economic Informality and Democracy at 

the Time of Covid-19 

Date: 14 August 2020 

Time: 5PM 

Abstract: 
This talk attempts to present our initial understanding of the implications of Covid-19 for India’s 
Informal economy. It offers a brief map of the terrain of the informal economy and its linkages with 
contemporary capitalist development, migration, democratic politics, and state welfare with an 
intension to demonstrate the urgency for further, detailed studies on the changing dynamics of the 
informal economy in the postcolonial context. We make use of the current disruption as a living 
archive of changing capitalist and regime sensibilities. An analysis of this extraordinary moment 
unravels layered entanglements of democracy, migration, and economic informality that would 
otherwise have remained "secret" in public memory. Disruptions are occasions when these secrets 
enter the realm of public discourse.  In what follows, we present our ongoing work in two ‘fields’ of 
informality: a) karkhanas in the fringe areas of NCR Delhi, and b) street hawking in Kolkata. 

The Webinar will be via Zoom. All those who are interested to join can please fill 
the google form so that invitations can be sent to you. 

Link to Google Form: https://forms.gle/zciPfpGu55A13tSz9

Sd/- Subhanil Chowdhury,
Convenor, Seminar Committee, IDSK

Dr. Subrata Mukherjee, Associate Professor, IDSK will present a paper on: 

Vulnerability of Major Indian States Due to COVID 19-Spread and 
Lockdown 

Date: 5 June 2020 (Friday) 

Time: 5 PM 

Abstract 

Both the spread of COVID-19 and lockdown announced by the governments to contain the spread 
have put an immense challenge to India’s economy, society and health care system. However, the 
situation is not uniform across the states of India as they vary enormously from one another in terms 
of risk of the disease spread, size of the population vulnerable to COVID-19, capacity to deal with 
medical emergency, size of the population economically vulnerable to lockdown and financial 
capacity of the government (state-level) to take care of the vulnerable population in the absence of 
adequate assistance from the central government. This study, first attempts to assess the vulnerability 
of the population due to the possible disease spread; and then tries to assess four different dimensions 
of vulnerability caused by nation-wide lockdown. The four dimensions that have been considered are 
(i) poverty, (ii) possible disruption of access to health care for chronic ailments (iii) possible 
disruption in students’ access to school education and mid-day meals; and (iv) ills caused by 
alcoholism and domestic violence. When we consider all four dimensions of vulnerability, the major 
states which seem to be more vulnerable due to lockdown are Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal 
and Chhattisgarh as they show higher index values of three or more dimensions of vulnerability out of 
the total four dimensions. These five major states may require concerted efforts by central as well as 
state governments to address their problems. The study makes a number of suggestions to deal with 
the current crisis and similar crisis in future. 

This paper is jointly written with Priyanka Dasgupta, Monalisha Chakraborty, 

Gopal Biswas and Soumi Mukherjee (PhD Scholars, IDSK) 

The Webinar will be via Zoom. All those who are interested to join can please fill 
the google form on or before 4 June 2020, so that invitations can be sent to you. 

Link to Google Form: https://forms.gle/i3UNoybs4iNQKGqR9  

Sd/- 
Subhanil Chowdhury,  

Convenor, Seminar Committee, IDSK

INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES KOLKATA
(A Centre of Excellence in Social Sciences funded by the Government of West Bengal)
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Seminar Notice

Mr. Praskanva Sinharay
PhD Scholar

Centre for Studies in Social Sciences Calcutta
will present a paper on

Harichand - Guruchand : The Emerging Icons of

Dalit Politics in West Bengal

Date: December 10, 2019
Time: 3.15PM

Venue.: IDSK Seminar Room, 5th Floor
(IDSK Building, Salt Lake)

All are Welcome

Abstract

This paper looks at the political consolidation of a Dalit (ex-untouchable) community in
contemporary West Bengal around the figures of Harichand Thakur and Guruchand
Thakur, the founding fathers of an anti-caste religion called Matua Dharma. The
followers of Harichand and Guruchand, who are almost exclusively Namasudras and call
themselves Matuas, have drawn considerable public attention over the last decade as an
organised Dalit group capable of influencing elections. One of the key strategies behind
the political mobilisation of Matuas, as the paper shall show, has been the use of
symbolic means and projection of Harichand-Guruchand as the icons of Dalit politics in
West Bengal both by the community leadership as well as by the mainstream political
parties. Drawing from fieldwork evidences and observations, the paper shows how the
politicisation of Matuas around the figures of Harichand and Guruchand Thakur has on
the one hand put up a resistance to the hitherto unchallenged hegemony of the
bhadralok in the politics of the state, while on the other, it has introduced Harichand-
Guruchand as regional icons of Dalit politics in India. The paper analyses the
implications of this emerging iconography in the changing political landscape of West
Bengal.
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