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I.  Read the following excerpt and based on your understanding answer the questions below. Limit
each answer to approximately 50 words. [30 marks]

Education can play several roles. First, education can be intrinsically important. A person may value
knowing something simply for the sake of this knowledge. For example, some people find the study
of foreign languages, even when one is unlikely ever to use them, intrinsically satisfying: they like the
poetic sounds of Italian, the fascinating architecture of German sentences, the beauty of Cyrillic or
Arabic script, or they are captivated by the completely different grammar of Japanese in comparison
with English or Dutch. Similar arguments can be made for people who are fascinated by
understanding chemistry, folk stories and myths, or who are eagerly learning to read and write poems.
Apart from this intrinsic importance, education has a range of instrumental roles that it can play. For
the present purposes, let us focus on two dimensions: the personal versus collective, and the economic
versus non-economic. The instrumental personal economic role of education is that it can help a
person to find a job, to be less vulnerable on the labour market, to be better informed as a consumer,
to be more able to find information on economic opportunities, and so forth. This role of education -
assuming that the education provided is of minimally acceptable quality — is crucial with respect to
people’s standard of living, and their ability to protect themselves and their families from poverty and
destitution. The instrumental economic role need not always be personal, but can also be collective:
for example, if a large percentage of the population is illiterate, then the market for books and
newspapers is automatically limited. More importantly, if economic growth requires the introduction
of certain technologies that need to be taught, or requires a shift from an agriculture-based to an
industry- and services-based economy, then an educated workforce will be necessary for economic
growth. As we will discuss in more detail in the next section, both the personal and the collective
instrumental economic roles of education are the core focus of the human capital approach to
education,

The instrumental roles of education are not limited to economic roles: there are. also non-economic
instrumental roles of education. At the personal level, one could think of having access to information
by being able to read the newspaper or a medical instruction leaflet, being knowledgeable about issues
of health, reproduction and contraception, being able to speak with strangers in their languages, being
able to work with a computer and communicate with people worldwide through the internet, and so
on. Education can open the minds of people: they can recognize that they do not necessarily need to
live similar lives to their parents, but may possibly have other options too. At the collective level, the
non-instrumental roles of education include that children learn to live in a society where people have
different views of the good life, which is likely to contribute to a more tolerant society. Women may
discover that the holy books of their religion do not prescribe the submissive female role that their
religious leaders advocate as being a duty according to the holy script. If women acquire this
knowledge collectively, they may get organized to fight oppressive interpretations of their religion.
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Men may discover that the prevailing idea in their community, that men are not suited to care for
infants and small children, is not a universally shared idea, and that other men’s lives are greatly
enriched by fully participating in the care and upbringing of their children. If enough men gain this
knowledge, this may change norms of masculinity and femininity in society, and could potentially
widen the opportunities of both men and women to lead the lives they truly value, rather than follow
uncritically some (unspoken) scripts that are dominant in their communities.

a) What are the different kinds of instrumental roles that education can play? (5)
b) What does the author mean by ‘intrinsically important’? Distinguish between the two kinds of
intrinsic roles that education can play. (5
¢) How can education change norms of masculinity and femininity in society? Do you agree with
this view of the author? (5)
d) Which roles among the ones discussed here underlie the idea of human capital approach to
education? (5)
e) Give one example for each of the following: (10)
1) Collective non-instrumental
i) Personal instrumental
iii) Personal intrinsic
iv) Instrumental economic at collective level
V) Instrumental non-economic at personal level
[I.  Write approximately 500 words on any one of the following [30 marks]
a) Democracy and violence
b) Debates on demonetisation
c) Rohingya crisis and response of the state
d) Right to privacy
e) Disparity between population groups and politics of identity
f) Development and the environment
II1. The following table is based on the national and state fact sheets from National Family Health
Survey (NFHS), Round 4 (2015-16). From the information in the table, state true/ false/ cannot
be ascertained without additional information. Explain your answer in one or two sentences.
[20 marks]
India Tamil Nadu
NFHS-4 NFHS-3 NFHS-4 NFHS-3
(2015-16) (2005-06) (2015-16) (2005-06)
Rural | Urban | Total Total Rural | Urban | Total Total
Women aged 20-24 years LS 145 26.8 474 18.3 13.0 15.7 21.5
married before 18 years (%)
Men aged 25-29 years married | 24.4 14.1 20.3 32.3 15.2 18.4 17.0 14.0
before 21 years (%) ‘
Women with 10 or more years 273 51.5 35.7 22.3 429 58.6 50.9 31.8
of schooling (%)
Average out-of-pocket 2947 3913 | 3198 Not 2511 2476 | 2496 Not
expenditure per delivery in Available Available
public health facility (Rs.)

Source: NFHS-4 Fact Sheets for India and Tamil Nadu
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Between 2005-06 and 2015-16, the proportion of men aged 25-29 years married before 21
years has fallen in some states of India.

The rural-urban gap in the proportion of women aged 20-24 years married before 18 years in
Tamil Nadu exceeds that in overall India in 2015-16.

Among all the states of India Tamil Nadu has the lowest average out-of-pocket expenditure
per delivery in public health facility.

Tamil Nadu has better school infrastructure than most other Indian states.

Based on the National Sample Survey (NSS) Report, Round 71 (2014), the following table
provides figures on Proportion (per 1000) of students taking private coaching for primary and
upper primary levels of school education for selected states of India. From the information in
the table, state true/ false/ cannot be ascertained without additional information. Explain

your answer in one or two sentences. [20 marks]
Primary Upper Primary
Boys Girls Boys Girls

Bihar 468 397 557 429

Chhattisgarh 57 64 76 E

Kerala 227 206 299 269

Rajasthan 54 35 66 64

Madhya Pradesh | 132 92 179 105

West Bengal 711 625 890 846

The proportion (per 1000) of boys taking private coaching exceeds the proportion (per 1000)
of girls taking private coaching for primary and upper primary levels of school education in
all the given states of India.

The proportion (per 1000) of students taking private coaching for upper primary education
exceeds the proportion (per 1000) of students taking private coaching for primary education
in all the given states of India.

Parents in West Bengal care more about children’s education than parents in Chhattisgarh.
Among the given states Rajasthan has the lowest number of girls taking private tuition at the
primary level.




