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History for Children: A Workshop  

An initiative to write illustrated history books for children is going on at the Institute of 

Development Studies Kolkata with the financial support of the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung South 

Asia. As part of this initiative, three books were written in 2022. In these three books, an 

attempt was made to explain how the concepts like 'nation' and ‘national’ are historically 

constructed ideas. Three more books have been written this year (2023). These books examine 

the history of connections between regions, countries, and the outside world through three 

sites – commodity, environment, and war. The books were first written in Bengali and then 

translated into English and Assamese. 

 



At IDSK there had been several other research initiatives focusing on education and pedagogy. 

Keeping these initiatives and this year's books in mind, we are organising a workshop on 

October 16 (2023) at IDSK. We will try to understand our project in the larger context of IDSK’s 

research. Besides, we would also discuss the possible and ethical ways of engagement between 

a historian, the public and the state in contemporary times. What kinds of obstacles does the 

historian face in such engagements? What types of languages we need to construct to make 

these engagements accessible to public, especially for children? How do we locate writing in 

vernacular and the question of translation in this conversation?  

 
  
Participants in the discussion: 

 

Achin Chakraborty (Institute of Development Studies Kolkata), Anindya Raychaudhuri 

(University of St. Andrews), Kanad Sinha (The Sanskrit College and University), Parnisha Sarkar 

(University of Toronto), Prachi Deshpande (Centre for Studies in Social Sciences Calcutta), 

Samata Biswas (The Sanskrit College and University), Semanti Ghosh (Ananda Bazar Patrika) 

and Sriparna Mitra Sinha (Bhavan’s Gangabux Kanoria Vidyamandir). The authors of this year’s 

books will also be present.  

Venue: IDSK, Seminar Room (5th Floor)  

 

Registration Link for the workshop (please register on/before 13 October, 2023):   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mutPWz63Ike1gSEoZAKOLwQ8KKvTJsRJ_9hGPRoZYME/edit  

 

 

Schedule 

11 am – 11:15 am: Tea and Registration 

11:15 am -11:30 am: Welcome Note 

11:30 am – 11 45 am  Achin Chakraborty  ‘Researching Education and Pedagogy at IDSK’ 

11:45 am – 1:00 pm: Historian and the Public in Contemporary India: A Panel Discussion 

Speakers: Semanti Ghosh, Kanad Sinha, Parnisha Sarkar, Sriparna Mitra Sinha  

1:00pm -2:00pm: working lunch 

2:00 pm – 3 00 pm  Reflections on this year’s books 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mutPWz63Ike1gSEoZAKOLwQ8KKvTJsRJ_9hGPRoZYME/edit


Speakers: Debarati Bagchi, Supurna Banerjee, Santanu Sengupta, Anwesha Sengupta  

Commentators: Anindya Raychaudhuri, Samata Biswas  

3:00-3:30: tea 

3:30- 4:15: Prachi Deshpande  ‘History in Vernacular  Some Reflections on Writing and 

Translating Experiences’  

4:15-4:30: Vote of thanks 

 

Links to the Bengali Books (2023): 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Vc2AOEyHGZ7A-FPiJgBo1YWLNCiYlKVe?usp=sharing 

 

Our Bengali Books (2022)- 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13eb1U7I9Ii9n08h8bHzYUWQvooloCUMS 

 

Our English Books (2022)- 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EP6-ITctlT9ypTApM7xOWVffSFcAQ6ji 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Vc2AOEyHGZ7A-FPiJgBo1YWLNCiYlKVe?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13eb1U7I9Ii9n08h8bHzYUWQvooloCUMS
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EP6-ITctlT9ypTApM7xOWVffSFcAQ6ji

