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The Institute of Development Studies Kolkata (IDSK) was promoted by 

the Government of West Bengal as an autonomous centre of excellence in 

social sciences and was founded in 2002 as a registered society with a 

governing body comprising eminent scholars and Government's 

nominees. It is fully funded by the Government of West Bengal. During the 

twenty-two years of its existence, IDSK has made its mark in the world of 

research in social sciences and humanities in India. In 2014 the Indian 

Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) recognized IDSK under the 

'New Category of ICSSR Recognized Institutes'.

The Governing Council of IDSK comprises eminent scholars and 

representatives of the Government of West Bengal. The Council is now 

headed by Professor Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury as the President.

IDSK is devoted to advanced academic research and informed policy 

advice in the areas of education, health, gender, employment, technology, 

communication, governance, human sciences and economic 

development. Other important programmes included training of research 

scholars in the social sciences working towards MPhil or PhD degrees. 

IDSK conducts PhD in Development Studies in collaboration with the 

University of Calcutta. The Institute is committed to dissemination of its 

research findings through workshops, seminars, publications in the media, 

and other public counselling and education programmes. 

IDSK has actively collaborated with a good number of academic 

institutions in India and abroad. Its close association with the University of 

Calcutta started since its inception. Other institutions with which IDSK has 



IDSK at a Glance

Established in 2002

Members of faculty (as on March 31, 2024) 12

PhD awardees under IDSK faculty supervision till date 35

PhD scholars being supervised by IDSK faculty 40

MPhil Awardees till date 168

Completed sponsored projects 52

Ongoing Projects 8

Occasional Papers 82

Working Papers  5

Special Lecture Series 7

actively collaborated in the recent years include the 

Monash University (Australia), University of 

Melbourne, University of Geneva, University of Rome 

“La Sapienza”, Italy, and others.  

The University Grants Commission (UGC) sponsored 

the setting up of the Rabindranath Tagore Centre for 

Human Development Studies (RTCHDS) under the 

auspices of IDSK through the University of Calcutta. 

The Advisory Committee of RTCHDS is headed by the 

Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta as 

Chairperson, the Director of IDSK as Vice-Chairperson 

and with other representatives from IDSK and the 

University of Calcutta including the Pro-Vice 

Chancellor (Academic) and Pro-Vice Chancellor 

(Finance). The academic programmes of the Centre 

include organizing seminars, financially supporting 

faculty research, supporting doctoral research, hosting 

post-doctoral fellows and visiting academics at various 

levels.

IDSK took an initiative to set up an archive on the 

history of Salt Lake in celebration of the fiftieth year of 

the township in the past year. The generous donation 

of rupees one lakh that IDSK received from Professor 

Amiya Kumar Bagchi, Founder-Director and Emeritus 

Professor of IDSK, is being utilised for the purpose. The 

archive is dedicated to the memory of Professor 

Jasodhara Bagchi.    
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Research Output
(based on research publications during 2023-24)

CORPORATE SECTOR, STOCK MARKET, PUBLIC FINANCE

The book Indian Business Groups and other Corporations: Comparative 

Organisational Perspectives on Indian corporate firms, edited by Achin 

Chakraborty and Indrani Chakraborty (Springer, 2023) contributes to the 

growing literature on the role of business groups in the development of the 

corporate sector in the Indian economy. Scholarly interest in business groups 

has intensified in recent years, perhaps because of the long history of 

persistence and resilience of business groups in spite of highly diverse and 

occasionally changing institutional contexts in which they thrive in different 

countries. With changes in policy regimes and institutional environments over 

time and across countries, which have culminated in more developed and 

complex financial markets and better designed regulations, it is unlikely that 

any general explanation of persistence of business groups in the present world 

can be arrived at. The diversity of experiences of business groups in different 

countries calls for more country-specific research on them as they form the 

dominant mode of economic organisation in a number of countries, especially 

in the developing world. This volume brings together an array of well-

researched papers that provide a comprehensive understanding of the 

evolution and nature of the Indian business groups, as well as various aspects 

of their functioning. The ten chapters in this book address a select number of 

issues related to corporate India, with a special focus on business groups, 

public policy and corporate governance. Besides the Introduction that 

provides an in-depth account of the current state of thinking about business 

groups, the rest of the chapters move from the origin of business groups in 

Hindu Undivided Family (HUF) and the legal institutional evolution to the 

issue of the corporate sector's response to the public policy interventions in 
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India. Several chapters of the book deal with the 

differences in the governance structures of the two types 

of firms and how these differences influence the relative 

performance of the two kinds of firms.

In 'Uncovering Heterogeneity in the Relationship 

Between Competition, Corporate Governance and Firm 

Performance using Quantile Regression: Evidence from 

India' (Asia and the Global Economy, Elsevier, 2023), 

Indrani Chakraborty investigates the relation between 

product market competition, corporate governance and 

firm performance in Indian manufacturing industries over 

the period 1995–2017. Evidence suggests that firm 

performance improves as competition increases. Besides, 

results depict heterogeneity in the conditional 

determinants of firm performance between competitive 

and non-competitive industries. At upper quantiles of 

Tobin's q, competitive firms have better performance 

than their non-competitive counterparts. Exogenous 

factors, such as managerial efficiency or managerial 

incentives provided by the promoters in competitive 

firms, may turn out to be some of the unobservable factors 

that raise the net positive differences in Tobin's q between 

competitive and non-competitive firms. This has the 

implication that policy frameworks should be different in 

competit ive and non-competit ive industries. 

Furthermore, the enactment of Clause 49 in December 

2005, which aimed at improving corporate governance in 

India, improved firm performance in less competitive 

industries. Competition here acts as an external 

mechanism to discipline management and thereby 

improves firm performance as a substitute for direct 

institutional reforms to improve corporate governance. 

The results have important policy implications. Since 

improvement in corporate governance has relatively 

more pronounced effect in non-competitive industries, 

policy efforts should be made in that specific direction.

In 'The Impact of Mergers and Acquisitions on 

Performance of Firms: A Pre- and Post-TRIPs Analysis of 

India's Pharmaceutical Industry' (Asia and the Global 

Economy, Elsevier, 2023) Indrani Chakraborty and Paul 

Kattuman analyse the impact of mergers and acquisitions 

on the performance of Indian pharmaceutical firms 

following the implementation of TRIPS in 1995. In order 

to identify adequately the effect of mergers, they 

investigate the impact on firm performance of the merged 

vis-a-vis the non-merged firms in the post-TRIPS period 

using difference-in-differences and propensity score 

matching approaches. The results suggest that firm 

performance improved in merged firms, following the 

mergers. They argue that the finding suggests the 

incidence of “positioning” merger (Gorton et al., 2009). 

Transfer of technologies and capabilities helped improve 

firm performance in merged firms. The findings of the 

paper have significant policy implications for Asian 

countries.

In 'Market Concentration, Agency Cost and Firm 

Performance A Case Study on Indian Corporate Firms' 

(Economic Change and Restructuring, Springer, 2023), 

Ujjaini Roy and Indrani Chakraborty explore the 

relationship between market concentration, agency cost 

and firm performance using an unbalanced panel of 1911 

publicly listed manufacturing firms in India for the period 

2001 to 2020. The paper classifies firms according to 

ownership types and evaluates the effects of agency cost 

and market concentration on performance of firms. The 

study considers agency costs that result from principal-

agent (PA agency costs) as well as principal-principal 

conflicts (PP agency costs). It also shows how the 

interaction between various concentration indices and 

agency costs (PP and PA agency prices) affects 

performance. Using a generalized method of moments 

technique to estimate three dynamic models, the study 

finds that both types of agency costs have a strong 

negative impact on performance. Market concentration 

has a negative impact but is limited to certain types of 

firms and the combined effects between concentration 

and agency costs are strong which shows that an increase 

in market concentration causes a decline in performance 

due to an increase in agency costs. Thus, the findings 

Research Output
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support the prediction that competition acts as a 

disciplining device to reduce agency costs which in turn 

helps to reduce managerial slack and improve firm 

performance. The study has several policy implications.

A good number of studies exist that identify the 

fundamental factors driving R&D in the Indian 

pharmaceutical industry. Firm size, firm age, export 

orientation and profits are some important determinants 

of pharma R&D found by earlier researchers. After 

liberalization of the Indian economy in 1991 and the 

change in the Patent law as per WTO requirements in 

1995, the determining factors of R&D in the 

pharmaceutical sector are expected to change 

significantly. In 'Factors Driving R&D in the 

Pharmaceutical Industry in India: A Study of the Post-

Liberalization Period' (Journal of Quantitative 

Economics, Springer, 2023) Aruna Pain and Indrani 

Chakraborty seek to find the factors that influence the 

R&D status and the intensity of R&D expenditures in the 

subsequent period, in the framework of bivariate probit 

model and dynamic panel data model, respectively. The 

study is based on an unbalanced panel of 150 listed firms 

covering the period 1995–2019. Unlike the earlier 

studies, market share and import intensity of capital 

goods have emerged as important factors driving 

innovation in the pharmaceutical industry in the post-

liberalization period along with firm size and export 

intensity. Moreover, we observe that, both R&D and 

exports are persistent activity and cross-persistence in 

R&D and export activity is to found in full sample firms, 

large firms and mature firms. Important policy 

implications that emerge from this study are that the 

government should promote export of pharmaceutical 

products, liberalize import of capital goods for this sector. 

Increased competition between firms has a hindering 

effect on R&D investment in the Indian pharmaceutical 

industry.

In 'Family Involvement, Innovation and Product Market 

Competition, Sukhdeep Singh and Indrani Chakraborty 

(Economics of Transition and Institutional Change, 

Wiley, 2023) construct a theoretical framework 

suggesting a moderating impact of product market 

competition on the relationship between family 

ownership/control and innovation. They argue that the 

elimination of 'career concerns' of CEOs in firms with 

greater family share may explain the mechanism followed 

to encourage R&D investments. Empirical testing of the 

hypothesis is performed using data from the Indian 

manufacturing industry for the period 2001–2018. The 

findings suggest that the domestic product market 

competition complements the relationship between 

family ownership/control and R&D investments. This 

indicates that family firms tend to invest more in R&D as 

domestic product competition increases. The data 

suggest that the effect of family involvement on 

innovation is due to the reduction of managerial career 

concerns, as we find that managerial turnover 

(conditional on poor performance) is lower if family 

involvement is higher. This effect is significantly stronger 

under higher degrees of competition.

Many of the large Indian firms are characterized by 

promoter ownership, a hybrid form of ownership and 

governance in which the companies' founders or their 

heirs hold controlling stakes, while inviting external 

minority shareholders to contribute capital, and outside 

managers to participate in the day-to-day administration 

of the companies concerned. Ansgar Richter and Indrani 

Chakraborty in their paper 'Promoter ownership and 

performance in publicly listed firms in India: Does group 

affiliation matter?' (in Indian Business Groups and other 

Corporations: Comparative Organisational Perspectives 

on Indian Corporate Firms, edited by Indrani Chakraborty 

and Achin Chakraborty, Springer, 2023), analyze a 

sample of 4056 publicly quoted firms with promoter 

ownership in India during 2007-2013. They find that in 

group-affiliated firms, the level of promoter ownership 

has no effect on performance of firms, as measured by 

Tobin's q and return on assets (ROA). However, in stand-

alone firms, the level of promoter ownership has a 
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U-shaped relationship with Tobin's q and no relationship 

with ROA. Moreover, group-affiliated firms show lower 

performance than stand-alone firms. This seems to be due 

to the development of the capital market in post-reform 

India which has greatly reduced the financing constraints 

for both group-affiliated and stand-alone firms.  

Introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in 2017 

has been the most significant reform in the history of 

indirect taxation in India. After its implementation, a large 

part of the states' revenues from indirect taxes got 

subsumed under GST. In the paper titled 'An Analysis of 

the Impact of GST on States' Indirect Tax Revenue and on 

Economic Formalization with Special Focus on West 

Bengal' (in Risks and Resilience of Emerging Economies, 

edited by T. Banerjee Chatterjee, A. Ghose, P. Roy, 

Springer, 2023), H.K. Dwivedi, Achin Chakraborty and 

S.K. Sinha analyse the impact of GST on the indirect tax 

revenue of the General Category States (GCS) in India 

with special focus on West Bengal. Indicators such as Tax 

to GSDP ratio & Tax Buoyancy have been used to 

measure tax revenue performance in pre-GST and post-

GST era for each GCS. In addition, they have carried out a 

comparative analysis of the extent of dependency on GST 

compensation among the GCS and found that for Punjab, 

Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Gujarat, Odisha, Haryana, 

Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra, the 

dependency was not only high but also strictly increasing 

at an increasing rate. Further, they examine whether GST 

has benefitted net consumption states because GST is 

designed to be a consumption-based tax, not an origin-

based tax. They have also estimated the impact of 

COVID-19 on the GST collections of the states taken 

together and found that GST collection of all states 

declined in the first quarter of FY 2020–2021 over the first 

quarter of the previous fiscal year. Further, the impact of 

GST on formalization of the economy of GCS has been 

explored. Indicators such as the change in number of 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 

registrations and number of registered persons on payroll 

are analysed to assess the extent of formalization of the 

economies of GCS.

In 'Tata Group and Business Response to Disability 

(1951-1992) Medical Interventions, Rehabilitation and 

Livelihood' (Journal of Management History, 2023) 

Nandini Ghosh and Sanjukta Choudhury Kaul argue that 

disability, in the neo-liberalized economic landscape of 

India, is an emergent business issue for companies 

espousing workplace diversity. The historical under-

standing of business engagement with disability from 

post-independence to liberalization in India remains, 

however, limited. In independent India, the passive 

business response to disability emerged within an ethical 

and discretionary framework, with charity and 

philanthropy as the main modes of engagement. Against 

this background, the paper traces the Tata Group's role in 

responding to disability in the decades immediately 

following India's independence until the pre-

liberalization period of the Indian economy, i.e. from the 

1950s to the 1990s. This study's methodology entailed a 

historiographical approach and archival engagement at 

Tata Archives (Pune, India) of the company documents, 

materials and records of the Tata Company between 1942 

and 1992. Adopting the corporate culture lens, the study 

findings show that Tata Group demonstrated an active 

prosocial corporate approach toward disability. In a 

period governed by the ideology of a state-dominated 

developmental approach, Tata Group's initiatives were 

related to medical interventions for a wide spectrum of 

disabilities, rehabilitation and efforts to ensure livelihood 

of persons with disabilities (PWDS).

 HEALTH, DEMOGRAPHY, NUTRITION

In their chapter titled 'Health and Curative Health Care in 

Bihar: A Comparative Study' (in Development with 

Justice: The Bihar Experience, edited by S K Bhaumik, 

Routledge-Taylor and Francis, 2023) Subrata Mukherjee 

and A Gupta analyse health and curative health care in 

Bihar from a comparative perspective with Kerala and 

Tamil Nadu. There are enough indications to suggest that 

morbidity, especially chronic morbidity, is grossly under-
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reported in Bihar. In Bihar, like most of the major Indian 

states, a strong urban bias in the location of government 

health infrastructure is visible. The availability of AYUSH 

practitioners is disproportionately higher in Bihar 

compared to their utilisation. A large part of the reported 

ailment in Bihar is not treated on medical advice, and 

there is a clear caste-based disparity. However, caste-

based disparity in the utilisation of inpatient care has 

declined over the years. Whereas the majority of the 

people depend on the private sector for outpatient care, 

they predominantly depend on government hospitals for 

inpatient care. The per capita government expenditure on 

health, especially capital expenditure, needs to be 

increased in Bihar.

In India, despite having high economic growth, 

considerable inter-state inequality exists across states in 

terms of per capita income as well as employment 

opportunities. The eight Empowered Action Group (EAG) 

states, which have performed poorly on different 

accounts of social and physical infrastructure, are also 

characterised by large inter-state migration for 

employment. Parental out-migration from these states 

affects different aspects of child well-being. The paper by 

Monalisa Chakraborty and Subrata Mukherjee, titled 

'Does Parental Out-migration Affect Nutritional Health 

Status and Morbidity Among Children? Evidence From 

India Human Development Survey Data for the 

Empowered Action Group States' (Journal of Health 

Management, 2023) tries to assess nutritional health 

status, morbidity and health care utilisation among 

children based on their parents' migration status. The 

results show that parents' migration status plays a vital 

role in influencing the prevalence of common childhood 

diseases and malnutrition among children in EAG states. 

Multi-prolonged and decentralised strategies are required 

towards developing and implementing comprehensive 

nutrition and nutrition-related education programme for 

the children in these states.

Bihar, with a high maternal mortality rate and a high 

lifetime risk for mothers (0.4%), is one of the high 

priorities, resource-constrained, and least-developed 

states in India. In 'Factors Affecting Inequity in 

Institutional Delivery and Choice of Providers: The Role 

of Janani Suraksha Yojana and Community Health 

Workers in Bihar' (in Health and Nutrition of Women and 

Children in Empowered Action Group States of India, 

edited by S. R. Mahapatro, U.S. Mishra and S. Swain, 

Routledge, 2023) K. Das and Saswata Ghosh provide a 

comprehensive assessment of factors affecting inequity in 

institutional delivery and provider choice in the context 

of achieving equitable access to safe delivery care, based 

on the data from the Annual Health Survey (AHS) 

(2012–13) in congruence with Census 2011, and the 60th 

and 71st rounds of National Sample Survey (NSS). The 

results of sequential logit regressions and Oaxaca 

decomposition model show that, while institutional 

delivery is disproportionately low among poor and 

marginalized communities, provision of free 

medications, and cash incentives under Janani Suraksha 

Yojana (JSY) scheme resulted in a 96 per cent increase in 

accessing delivery care in public institutions between 

2004 and 2014, promoting equity. Economically well-off, 

educated, and general caste Hindus, however, are more 

likely to opt for private delivery services. Quality remains 

a compelling motive among them, while affordability is 

more significant within the underprivileged sections. 

Even when community health workers (CHWs) 

encouraged socioeconomically vulnerable women to 

give birth in hospitals, they played a passive role in 

transferring the trend to public facilities.  It would be 

deceptive to judge equity-focused initiatives in Bihar 

through the lens of improving in-facility delivery because 

the state suffers from a serious lack of continuity of care. 

The state needs to promote equitable access to public 

health services and a continuum of care by reaching out 

to marginalized groups, enhancing the performance of 

grassroots-level healthcare providers, and providing 

equal access to JSY benefits.

West Bengal, a middle-ranking Indian state in terms of 
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development indicators with more than two-thirds rural 

population, is on the verge of becoming a lowest low 

fertility zone. While the rural TFR (Total Fertility Rate) of 

West Bengal (1.6 births/woman) is on par with many 

developed countries (Norway, Germany, Netherlands, 

Belgium, etc.), its developmental stage is not, which 

poses a paradox. Using data from a primary survey of 405 

mothers aged 15–35 years alongside the focus group data 

on parents, the study by K. Das, Saswata Ghosh and Mary 

K. Shenk, titled 'Responsibility, Social Aspirations, and 

Contemporary Low Fertility: A Case Study of Rural West 

Bengal, India' (Asian Population Studies, 2023), employs 

a society-specific approach to explain contemporary low 

fertility in rural West Bengal. They argue that the presence 

of high aspirations for children in an economically 

insecure setting initiates a distinctive sense of parental 

responsibility that generates a unique local socio-ecology 

of low fertility not previously observed in the context of 

rural fertility decline in India. Responsibility-laden 

aspirations toward children and reasoned rational 

deliberations regarding fertility outcomes act as 

subliminal motives to have a small family, challenging 

common assumptions regarding the relationship between 

economic hardship, rurality, and fertility.

Using data from the World Bank survey on 'COVID-19-

Related Shocks in Rural India 2020', Simantini 

Mukhopadhyay in her paper 'Consumption Shocks in 

Rural India during the COVID-19 Lockdown' (Economics 

Bulletin, 2023) shows that while more extreme and 

overtly visible forms of consumption shock were less 

common, almost 30% of rural households in India had to 

reduce their intake during the lockdown in 2020. This is 

alarming from the policy perspective since even the pre-

pandemic average intake of Indians fell short of the 

recommended levels. Hunger, anaemia and under-

nutrition have been problems plaguing the Indian 

economy even during the high-growth years. The paper 

finds that the poor, the migrants and the non-cultivators in 

rural India had significantly higher likelihoods of facing 

consumption shocks during the lockdown. Access to state 

relief offered through public programs like the 

MGNREGA and PDS did not have a significant 

association with the chance of facing consumption 

shocks, particularly when the state of residence was 

controlled for.

In 'The Politics of Child Undernutrition Data in India', 

(Economic and Political Weekly, 2023) Simantini 

Mukhopadhyay and Achin Chakraborty argue that child 

undernutrition data has emerged as a site of political 

debate in India over the past two decades. While the 

Global Hunger Index (GHI) – for good reason – has been 

thoroughly criticized on the methodological ground, 

there have been simultaneous attempts to deliberately 

kick up clouds of dust on the underlying indicators of 

child undernutrition. Intending to dismiss the GHI, 

experts commissioned by the government have gone on 

to the extent of denying the grave consequences of 

childhood stunting, disregarding scholarly wisdom 

accumulated over years of scientific research. The paper 

finds this scandalous and apprehends that this may aid 

manipulation of standards or even discontinuation of data 

collection in future.

The paper titled 'Revisiting Women's Empowerment as 

an Agriculture-Nutrition Pathway Using the Framework 

of Intersectionality in India' (in Achieving Zero Hunger in 

India: Challenges and Policies, edited by S. Mahendra 

Dev, A. Ganesh-Kumar and Vijay Laxmi Pandey, 

Springer, 2024) by Simantini Mukhopadhyay focuses on 

women in agricultural households and examines how 

their empowerment varies across the social spectrum. 

Drawing on recent literature, empowerment is measured 

using three indices, the Survey-based Women's 

Empowerment Index (SWPER), Index of Women's 

Empowerment (IWE) and the Index of Women's 

Empowerment in Nutrition (IWEN). While the first is a 

concise measure using fewer items, the second is more 

conventional and uses a larger number of items. The third 

includes many more items and is formulated following 

recent studies pointing out the need for a nutrition-
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focused index of women's empowerment. The paper 

finds that SWPER is higher for women from backward 

castes, compared to those from Brahmin agricultural 

households, corroborating the findings of historical and 

sociological studies on the operations of Brahmanical 

patriarchy. However, this finding no longer remains once 

SWPER is replaced by alternative and broader indices like 

IWE and IWEN. This may be because the latter include a 

larger number of items on access and resource. 

Examination of the validity of the three indices shows that 

the likelihood of being overweight and obese is higher for 

women with higher IWEN (the nutrition-specific index, 

which includes domains like food knowledge), just as it is 

with SWPER and IWE. The paper thus questions the use of 

more parsimonious indices like the SWPER.

In 'Reducing Child Diarrhoea in India: Shifting Policy 

Focus from Source of Water to Quality' (Water Resources 

and Economics, 2023), Zakir Husain and Pallabi Das 

examine the effect of contaminated drinking water on the 

incidence of diarrhoea among children in India. 

Diarrhoea is a leading cause of mortality and morbidity 

among children aged 1–59 months, particularly in 

developing countries. Ensuring safe drinking water is 

expected to reduce the incidence of diarrhoea. The 

evidence on the impact of improving drinking water in 

India is, however, mixed. This study estimates the impact 

of contamination of drinking water on the incidence of 

diarrhoea using non-parametric methods. This study 

makes a strong case for providing safe drinking water to 

reduce diarrhoea. Such efforts should, however, 

concentrate on improving the quality of water at the point 

of use, rather than improving the source of drinking water. 

Policy should focus on improving quality of drinking 

water at the point of use.

Building on past research the article titled 'Hindu-Muslim 

fertility differentials at district level in selected states in 

India: An update' (Ideas for India, April 2023) authored by 

Pallabi Das and Saswata Ghosh estimates the state- and 

district-level fertility differentials between Hindus and 

Muslims using data from the latest round of the NFHS. It 

shows that although the fertility transition has advanced 

further in most states during the last decade, and fertility 

rates between Hindus and Muslims have also converged, 

some regional variations persist. The study provides an in-

depth picture of Hindu-Muslim fertility differentials and 

their trends over the past 30 years at the state-level in ten 

large states of India (Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, 

West Bengal, Jharkhand, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Karnataka 

and Kerala), which have at least 10% Muslims in their 

total population and can have a discernible influence on 

religious demography in future decades. It is found that 

the process of convergence in Hindu-Muslim fertility rate 

has advanced further in the nine states excluding Bihar 

and such advancement has been relatively faster in West 

Bengal and Assam compared to the other seven states. 

The state of Bihar seems to be the only exception in the 

process of convergence, where ten districts had very high 

fertility (with TFR>4.0) among Muslims as per 2019 

estimates. Thus, these districts require special attention 

from the state health and family welfare department, and 

an in-depth investigation is required to understand 

fertility transition in these districts.  

Despite the reduction in the maternal mortality ratio, 

barriers in obstetric care services (OCS) remain a 

significant risk factor for adverse maternal and perinatal 

outcomes in India. The systematic review by Rahul Rajak 

and Sushmita Singh, titled 'Barriers in Utilization and 

Provisioning of Obstetric Care Services (OCS) in India: A 

Mixed-methods Systematic Review' (BMC Pregnancy 

and Childbirth, 2024) covers the 'continuum of care' 

(ANC, child delivery, and PNC services) and identifies 

multiple barriers in provisioning as well as utilization of 

OCS in India. The review was conducted to understand 

the barriers using a mixed-methods approach. PubMed, 

Scopus, Web of Science, Google Scholar, and Science 

Direct databases were searched from 1 January 2000 to 

30 June 2022. Lack of knowledge and awareness and less 

family support in availing the required OCS were key 

individual and interpersonal barriers. Negative social and 
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cultural practices, such as belief in traditional 

herbs/healers, dietary restrictions, and discarding 

colostrum were frequently reported barriers, especially in 

rural settings. Long distances to health facilities and poor 

road conditions were the most frequently reported 

logistical barriers. On the provisioning side, poor quality 

of treatment, shortage of drugs and equipment, and non-

cooperative attitude of health professionals were the most 

significant barriers.

In 'Perception Versus Actual Value of Quality of Drinking 

Water: A Case Study of Iron and Steel Industry in West 

Bengal, India' (Nature Environment and Pollution 

Technology, 2023), Rahul Rajak and his co-authors try to 

understand employees' knowledge, awareness, and 

overall perception of drinking water quality in the Iron 

and Steel Industry in Burnpur, India. The study evaluated 

drinking water's physicochemical and bacteriological 

properties collected from different company sites, using a 

mixed-method approach with individual interviews of 

selected employees (n=342) and the laboratory test of 

eight selected drinking water sites. The results show that 

most employees considered drinking water acceptable to 

be excellent. However, only 30% of employees in Site 1 

(Coke Oven By-Product department) have reported 

organoleptic properties of water under the excellent 

ca tegory .  The resul t  expla ined tha t  o ther  

physicochemical and bacteriological properties are in 

good status in all sites except for a colony count, 

expressing their suitability for drinking purposes. In 

summary, employees' perception of water quality aligns 

with their drinking water's physicochemical and 

bacteriological properties.

In 'The Adequacy of Health System Measures in Reducing 

Vulnerability to COVID-19 Among the Health Care 

Providers Working in Primary Health Care in Rajasthan, 

India: A Cross-sectional Study' (Journal of Health 

Management, 2024), Saswata Ghosh and his co-authors 

examine the role of individual, facility and system-level 

COVID-19 AND AFTER

preparedness in reducing physiological and 

psychological vulnerability among primary-level health 

care providers (HCPs) during the COVID-19 pandemic in 

Rajasthan, India. Online and telephonic interviews were 

conducted among 274 HCPs working in 24 primary 

health centres (PHCs) (17 rural and 7 urban) across 13 

districts of Rajasthan. Five dimensions of vulnerability, 

covering awareness, exposure to infection (daily contact; 

contact with high-risk individuals), physical and mental 

health conditions, while three aspects of preparedness— 

at individual (personal care) and facility (provider safety; 

management and supervision) level—were measured by 

employing factor analysis. Generalised ordered logit 

regression model is used to measure the effect of 

preparedness on COVID-19-related vulnerability. 

Among the 274 HCPs, majority of the staff are from rural 

PHCs (76%), less than 35 years old (87%), female (57%) 

and married (57%). Almost half have high level of 

exposure to COVID-19, with mean contact rate of 90. 

Overall, 26% have comprehensive knowledge of 

COVID-19, and 32% have any mental health issues. 

Although more than 70% of HCPs have reported more 

than one individual-level preparedness, mental health 

measures adopted by the HCPs are comparably low. The 

facility level preparedness for enhancing safety is high 

such as social distancing (79%) and maintaining record of 

each visitor (75%). However, management-related 

measures adopted by the PHCs are perceived to be lower 

than the safety measures. The regression analyses suggest 

that safety-related preparedness is significantly associated 

with reduction of vulnerability by 50%. The 

management-level preparedness has statistically no 

significant effect in explaining the variations in level of 

vulnerability. The facility-level safety measures, which 

lower chances of acquiring infection, have a positive 

effect on reducing vulnerability to COVID-19. However, 

the HCPs do not have adequate preparedness at 

individual, facility management (PHC) and system levels 

to reduce COVID-19 vulnerability. Findings suggest that 

there is a need for a non-conventional approach of 

monitoring and supervision. In the absence of such 
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measures, there is a chance of moral injury that will make 

the HCPs at the primary level vulnerable both 

physiologically and psychologically.

The causal impact of income shocks on mental well-being 

in developing countries is an under-researched area. The 

COVID-19 pandemic, along with the economic recession 

caused by the lockdowns to reduce transmission, 

provides a natural experimental setting to examine the 

causal impact of a decline in monthly per capita 

expenditure (MPCE) on mental health of the general 

population in India during the pandemic. The aim of the 

paper 'Impact of economic shocks on mental health 

during COVID-19: a longitudinal study of adult residents 

of Indian metropolitan cities' (Indian Journal of 

Psychiatry, 2023) by Saswata Ghosh and his coauthors 

was to evaluate the impact of income shocks on mental 

health of adults in metro cities during the COVID-19 

pandemic. The data were collected using the abridged 

version of the Depression Anxiety Stress Schedule 

administered through a telephonic survey on adult 

residents of six metropolitan cities in September–August 

2020 and July–August 2021. 994 adults participated from 

six metropolitan cities. Average treatment effects were 

estimated using Propensity Score Matching. The mean 

normalized scores are significantly higher for 

respondents whose MPCE had fallen (treated) vis-à-vis 

respondents whose MPCE had remained same or 

increased (control): anxiety (0.21 for treated vs –0.19 for 

control), stress (0.16 vs –0.14), and depression (0.04 vs 

–0.19). Propensity score matching reveals that the 

normalized scores for anxiety, stress, and depression 

were 33 (95% confidence intervals, CI: 20.0–46.7), 25 

(95% CI: 12.9–36.9), and 36 (95% CI: 18.6–53.1) higher 

among the treated group vis-a-vis control group. The 

ATET was 34 (95% CI: 18.9–48.9), 26 (95% CI: 

10.1–42.9), and 32 (955 CI: 12.3–50.7) for these three 

outcomes, respectively. The post-estimation tests 

indicated that the results are valid. Conclusions: The 

study advocates that policies to ensure income security 

should be made an integral part of the response packages 

to tackle pandemics like COVID-19.

COVID-19 pandemic destabilized lives in multifarious 

ways. For persons with disabilities, both the lockdown 

and the pandemic were experienced in varied ways by 

people from different impairment categories, rural-urban 

contexts and socio-economic groups. With an almost 

absent state, NGOs and disability networks stepped in to 

collaborate to provide food and other support, especially 

in rural areas. In 'Pandemic, Persons with Disabilities and 

Resurgent Networks in Peace Prints' (South Asian Journal 

of Peacebuilding, 2023), Nandini Ghosh explores the 

social solidarity and collective building efforts during the 

pandemic with reference to disability. The first section 

focuses on the larger issues of concern for disabled 

people and their families during the pandemic and 

lockdown phases. The second section uses the case study 

of the COVID Crisis Support Network (CCSN) in West 

Bengal which worked towards providing relief and 

medical support during the pandemic. The CCSN led by 

disability activists and parents of disabled people 

continuously networked with people in positions of 

power to ensure disabled people in the remotest rural 

areas were able to access food, shelter, medicine, and 

later vaccines.

The last five decades have witnessed sociologists 

formulating various scales to measure and assess the 

degree of alienation of workers. Critical Marxists, 

however, argue that de-ideologisation and value-

neutrality cannot be seen as desirable properties of a 

reconceptualization of the Marxian notion of alienation. 

Most Marxist scholars are not in favour of a comparative-

quantitative analysis of Marx's theory of alienation. 

Nevertheless, Sen situates Marx's theory in the category 

of those which carry out “realization-focused 

comparison” (as opposed to “transcendental 

institutionalism”), by comparing societies that actually 

exist or may evolve. In the paper titled 'Using Alienation 

to Understand the Link Between Work and Capabilities' 

WORKERS
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(Journal of Human Development and Capabilities, 2024), 

Simantini Mukhopadhyay articulates the need for an 

operationalization of the concept of alienation in 

empirical terms and calls for a meaningful dialogue 

between the capability approach to meaningful work and 

the emerging and significant body of literature on 

alienation and capabilities. The paper argues that 

alienation, translated to the capability vocabulary as 

“impairments in responsible agency to attain the 

capabilities one has reason to value” may also be mapped 

onto failed social relationships. Even when we do not 

limit the concept of alienation to the system-anti-system 

binary, we need to understand it in the context of the 

failures of economic institutions existing in the 

contemporary world.

Tea plantation workers in India have historically been a 

part of the feminized workforce, constituting somewhat 

exceptionally formal labour in a country with high 

informalization of women's employment. In the past 

decade, however, a combined fallout of neo-

liberalization and globalization contextualized within the 

local history of varying phases of incorporation, 

accumulation/ dispossession and shifting relations of 

production brought about a crisis in the tea plantations 

leading to closures, retrenchment and casualization. The 

women workers from the tea plantations joined the 

burgeoning casualized urban labour force. Through 

ethnography and interviews Supurna Banerjee trace 

women workers from tea plantations in West Bengal, 

India who migrate then to the beauty industry in Andhra 

Pradesh and Delhi. Her paper 'Laboring Femininities: 

Skill, Body and Class-making among Beauty Workers in 

India' (International Labour and Working-Class History, 

2023) focuses on the construction of women's labour in 

the beauty industry with continuities and contrasts from 

the tea plantations to understand the makings of gendered 

labour and skill. The women's frequent invocation of 

femininity as skill foregrounds the woman's body as 

central to woman's labour and the workplace but also 

provides a scope to unsettle understanding of femininity 

as a specific and naturalized concept. Using the lens of 

migration from one sector of feminized labour to another, 

the paper interrogates the production of the feminine 

worker and the workplace in different but related 

contexts. Their reflections on their work, skill and 

workplace allows us an insight into the ways in which the 

body as the woman and the worker is deployed as 

skill/natural and how they themselves co-construct, 

negotiate and subvert the construction of femininity and 

feminine labour in the workplace.

Tea plantations in West Bengal began as a colonial 

enterprise in the late 19th century. Over the next 100 

years, in spite of expected unevenness they continued as 

formal sector employment in the country, employing 

permanent workers and achieving a remarkable stability 

in worker retention across generation. But the beginning 

of the 21st century saw closures and retrenchment 

plaguing the industry resulting into labour migration from 

this formal sector to the burgeoning urban informal 

sectors of the country. Looking at experiences and work 

regimes of women migrants from tea plantations now 

employed as domestic workers, the chapter titled 

'Domestic Work in India: Examining Caste and Gender in 

Constructing Labour' (in Sage Handbook of Global 

Sociology, edited by G. K. Bhambra,  L. Mayblin, K. 

Medien and M. Viveros Vigoya, 2023) by Supurna 

Banerjee tries to illustrate complex ways in which caste 

and gender intersects to construct labour. Though evident 

in their social life and rituals, the relative isolation of the 

tea plantations with its insulated social system had meant 

that the workers, mostly hailing from lower castes and/or 

tribal backgrounds did not face stigma around caste nor 

was their labour framed through discourses of caste. 

Working now as domestic workers in the city, spelt an 

altogether different labour regime centrally built on 

practices of avoidance behaviour. The women's 

experiences in negotiating in their new worksites bring 

out how ideas of 'stigmatized' labour such as domestic 

work is embedded in caste discourses and how caste then 

functions in different ways in different sites of labour. 
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Using the migration trajectory of women workers in the 

tea plantations, the chapter seeks to map the changing 

notions of domesticity of migrant women, their changing 

idea of labour and of workplace. With the domestic as 

their workplace and housework their paid labour, the 

women's narratives bring out various contradictions in 

meanings of labour on questions of paid and unpaid 

housework and care work. 

A large volume of epidemiological research reveals that 

work environment factors (that is, the effects of air 

pollutants, coal dust, heat, noise, humidity, vibration, and 

so on) are highly correlated with employees' health and 

wellbeing. There has not been any systematic review of 

occupational health hazards in India, particularly with a 

focus on coal miners and iron–steel workers in India. The 

paper 'Occupational Health of Selected Industry Workers 

in India: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis' (India 

Population Report, Cambridge, 2023) by Rahul Rajak, P. 

Maurya, and A. Chattopadhyay systematically assessed 

workers' exposure to the work environment and the 

health risks in these two industries in the last 30 years. 

Also, they have summarized the role of personal and 

occupational factors in accidents and injuries among coal 

miners and iron–steel workers. There is consistent 

evidence of an association between coal mining and 

iron–steel industry with a wide spectrum of diseases, 

especially respiratory abnormalities and lung diseases. 

All the occupational morbidities were found to be 

independently associated with personal and 

occupational factors.

The paper 'Non-fatal Occupational Injury among Male 

Workers in India: a systematic review' (IDSK Occasional 

Paper) by Rahul Rajak synthesizes evidence from 

previous studies on the prevalence and associated risk 

factors for non-fatal occupational injuries among male 

workers in India. Articles were searched in PubMed, 

Scopus, Cochrane CENTRAL, ScienceDirect, and Google 

Scholar databases. Included studies were appraised for 

methodological quality rated as good, moderate, and 

low. The pooled prevalence of injury was computed 

using MedCalc statistical software. Forty-eight studies 

retrieved from four databases met our inclusion criteria. 

Of the 48 articles, 14 were rated as good quality, 31 were 

rated as moderate quality, and 3 were rated as low 

quality. The pooled prevalence of non-fatal occupational 

injuries among male workers was 34.58% (95% CI: 

24.67, 45.22). Factors such as age, work experience, 

substance use, sleep disturbance, nature of work, long 

working hours, working at night, less availability and low 

or no usage of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and 

lack of Occupational safety and health (OSH) knowledge 

and awareness are strong risk factors for injuries. Falling 

from a height/same level and hit by falling object are the 

most common mode of injury at workplace. Concerning 

type of injuries, wounds/cuts/bleeding (n=17), followed 

by burn/acid burn (n=17), fracture and dislocation 

(n=15), and sprain and strain (n=14) were found to be 

the most cited types of injuries. Prevalence of injuries 

among male workers varies by industry type and job 

characteristics. This review finds that combined risk 

factors increase the occurrence of injuries. Special 

attention is required for workers who are associated with 

construction and manufacturing industry.

In 'Unequal Inequalities in India: Income and Non-

Income Dimensions' (in Managing Pandemic and 

Correcting Development Fundamentals, edited by A. 

Raychaudhuri and A. Ghosh , Springer, 2023) Achin 

Chakraborty focuses on a range of issues that have 

surfaced in discussions on the growing economic 

inequality in India in both income and non-income 

dimensions. First, a brief account of the changing nature 

of income inequality during and after the COVID 

pandemic drawing on various sources has been 

presented. During the pandemic, the rising inequality has 

been associated with an absolute decline in the economic 

conditions of a large number of people, unlike in the 

period since the 1980s when most people experienced 

some gain but the poorer classes gained rather less. The 

INEQUALITIES, MARGINALISATION
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central argument in the paper is that economic inequality 

had been high in India for quite some time, and COVID 

pandemic has exacerbated it in the most recent period. 

Using two rounds of IHDS and applying the technique of 

decomposition, he finds that overall inequality increased 

but the contribution of inequality between social groups 

to the overall inequality declined. He then presents an 

alternative procedure which allows us to find out how 

each of the groups fared vis-à-vis others. Finally, the 

chapter looks at changes in child stunting between NFHS-

3 and NFHS-4 across different states, as an instance of 

inequality in non-income dimensions. Applying three 

different methods, he finds that in five states, the declines 

in the bottom quintile of households were more than the 

average decline, whereas in four states, declines were less 

than average, across all the three methods. The overall 

purpose of the chapter is to demonstrate that if we want 

make a substantive statement on changes in economic 

inequality in India, we need to use multiple sources of 

data and carefully consider multiple methods in order to 

check robustness of the statement.

The city is a collective space that promises to provide 

equal opportunities to all to enjoy its resources, goods, 

services, etc. Cities are inscribed with the values of an 

'able-bodied' society, which legitimize oppressive and 

discriminatory practices against disabled people purely 

on the basis that they have physical and/or mental 

impairments. The paper 'Urban Markets and Disability 

Access: A Case Study of Kolkata' (in The Eastern 

Anthropologist, 2023) by Nandini Ghosh elaborates the 

different ways in which contemporary urban market 

spaces in Kolkata metropolis are rendered exclusionary 

for persons with different disabilities, despite state 

policies on inclusive design. The paper uses two 

marketplaces as examples of the ableist structuring of 

space and highlighted the experiences of disabled people 

in their use of these markets, which tend to push people 

with different impairments to the periphery of such 

spaces. The experiences of disabled people in 

marketplaces thus are positioned within a matrix of 

ideological premises and structured practices that impair 

their access, limit their participation and build and 

promote a comprehensive system of exclusion and 

marginalisation. The processes of development 

theoretically promote universal design and accessible, 

safe and inclusive spaces, but largely end up promoting a 

normalising culture. Marketplaces are increasingly 

becoming abilist, privileging normality over difference, 

legitimizing practices that discriminate and feeding into 

the ideological framework that deems disabled people as 

defective consumers.

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY

Anwesha Sengupta's paper titled 'Of Conflict and 

Cooperation: The Material Implications of British India's 

Partition' (in The Long History of Partition in Bengal 

Event, Memory, Representations, edited by R. Roy, J. 

Sengupta, and S. Bandyopadhyay, Routledge, 2024) 

examines the bureaucratic process through which 

Imperial India was divided into two sovereign nation 

states. In doing so, it also addresses how the concept of 

nation-state was imagined and the significance of the 

Partition in the whole process. The paper claims that the 

process of division of assets happened across two 

categories: infrastructural assets and ideological assets. 

Both sets of assets became contested territory, although 

the players differed. In case of infrastructural assets, 

higher bureaucrats operated with almost clinical 

precision, dividing chairs, typewriters, ceiling fans, etc 

depending on the size of the bureaucratic infrastructure 

and human resources of the two nation states. There was 

also a general sense of cooperation in agreeing to share 

certain vital resources temporarily, like research 

institutes. However, government officials at lower-levels, 

who were perhaps more directly affected by the ravages 

of communal violence, squabbled over chairs, 

machinery, arms, and ammunition. The paper argues that 

their behaviour, to a large extent, was connected to 

emotions of broader society which perceived the division 

of assets with grave suspicion. Both sides claimed that the 

other was gaining more. In case of ideological assets 
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(which the author claims included files from government 

departments, archival records, library and museum 

collections, etc), the higher bureaucrats fought tooth and 

nail to claim what they believed defined their past and 

present. Citing three examples (division of files 

connected to Kashmir and Gilgit, contestation over the 

collection of the Imperial Library, and archaeological 

sites and remains), the paper shows how Indian and 

Pakistani bureaucrats deployed legal, ideological, 

cultural, and historical reasoning to retain possession of 

what they considered to be necessary assets in shaping 

the past, present and future of the two fledging nation-

states. Ultimately, the paper argues that the event of 

Partition is often (and justifiably) associated with 

immeasurable loss. But it was also a time of stock taking, 

accumulation and classification of resources which 

impacted the process of nation-building. 

Bidhan Kanti Das's article 'Professor Pranab Ganguly and 

His Transformation from Physical to Bio-cultural 

Anthropology' (in Architects of Anthropology in India, 

edited by Sarthak Sengupta, Vol III. Gyan Publishers, 

2023) focuses on Professor Pranab Ganguly, an 

outstanding anthropologist who did extensive field work 

in Andaman and Nicobar Islands in 1950s. He not only 

contributed in the subfields of biological anthropology, 

like anthropometry, dermatoglyphics and dental 

anthropology, but also in areas such as social 

demography, ethno-history, material culture, language, 

religion and political system. In his Doctoral thesis titled 

“Physical Anthropology of the Nicobarese”, he tried to 

explore the racial composition of the Nicobarese and the 

peopling of Nicobar Islands through anthropometric traits 

and argued that 'Nicobarese are essentially a Mongoloid 

people'. He challenged the hypothesis of peopling of 

Nicobarese in the Islands and claimed that 

anthropometrically the Nicobarese are distinctly different 

from Burmese populations. He analysed notes and 

observations made on a collection of Jarawa weapons and 

implements collected by the Andaman & Nicobar Police 

Department and published in Ethnos, an international 

journal in 1962. In the mid-seventies, Professor Ganguly 

changed his research approach and engaged himself in 

examination of core physical anthropological issue-the 

variation of human physiques from bio-cultural 

perspective. He tried to explore process of differences in 

adult body dimensions in North India in relation to 

urbanization and economic status with the help of 

experimental controlled designs. Most importantly, he 

contested the then scholarship in biological anthropology 

whose basic assumption was that the progressive increase 

in stature was a universal phenomenon as it observed in 

many technologically advanced western and non-

western countries. His approach of study proceeds from 

micro to macro level, large scale study, which was rare 

among the anthropologist of his time. Being a physical 

anthropologist, he considered social-cultural variables as 

important factor for better understanding problems of 

human population, for instance, adaptive advantage of 

short stature in the context of nutritional deficiencies.



Sponsored Research Projects

A. Learning With and From the Global South: Opportunities for Engaging 

Girls and Young Women with Disabilities Across Southern Spaces

The project, commenced in January 2022, was funded by the Social Science 

and Humanities Research Council, Canada.  Nandini Ghosh, IDSK and Xuan 

Thuy Nguyen, Carleton University, Canada are the principal investigators 

along with co-investigators Claudia Mitchel, McGill University, Canada, 

Deborah Stienstra, University of Guelph, Canada and Relebohile Moletsane, 

University of KwaZulu-Natal South Africa.

This project examines the ways in which girls and young women with 

disabilities across three post-colonial contexts - Vietnam, India, and South 

Africa - engage in knowledge production in relation to their experience with 

different forms of structural, physical, expressive, and institutional violence in 

relation to their body and security. This study uses decolonial and community-

engaged arts-based approaches, including participatory visual methodologies 

to engage girls with disabilities in each of the sites. The study in West Bengal 

has recruited 5 girls (aged 10-18) and 15 young women (aged 20-35) through 

local DPO memberships. The first set of workshops in the second year held in 

Kolkata on 17 and 18 May 2023 included participatory arts-based methods 

like cellphilming (short videos shot with cell phone), and the second set 

included a theatre workshop in Dhyanashram in 24 Parganas (S) from 3rd to 5 

October 2023 out of which a theatre production was readied to create 

awareness within communities about issues faced by disabled girls and 

women in order to foster social change. The project has created a small 

network of girls and women with disabilities in 24 Parganas (S) who are 

highlighting the issues they have faced in their lives in different ways with the 
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relevant authorities. Additionally, two of the girls are 

members of the transnational Youth Leadership Circle in 

which they have online meetings every month and 

attended a Youth Leadership Workshop in Vietnam for 4 

days in June 2023.

Sponsorship is the provision of supplementary support to 

families for preventing child destitution, abuse, 

exploitation and it offers holistic child protection 

including counselling and guidance. Sponsorship means 

providing conditional assistance to ensure that the child 

continues his/her education. It facilitates child care within 

the family/ extended family environment. The study had 

three major objectives: to identify compliance of systems 

during processing applications, documents maintained 

and implementation of follow up mechanism; to assess 

the status of children after receiving the sponsorship 

support and to analyse the reasons for success and the 

gaps remaining towards better implementation of 

support. The study was carried out in 10 districts of West 

Bengal and were selected keeping in mind the 

geographical spread of the state, the diverse communities 

represented and the representation of 3 categories of 

children under the sponsorship programme – preventive, 

rehabilitative and covid orphans. In these districts the 

total number of children in continuing support is 486 (as 

per recent statistics provided by the SCPS). Survey 

method was used to conduct interviews with children 

receiving sponsorship and their parents and also the 

sponsored children who had exited the programme using 

a semi-structured questionnaire. In addition, in-depth 

interviews were conducted with the people entrusted 

with the responsibility of selecting the children: 

DM/ADM, DSWO, DCPU, CWC and JJB members and 

outreach workers to understand the process of selection 

and the extent to which the guidelines are followed. The 

data collected was analysed both quantitatively and 

B. Understanding the Effectiveness of the 

Sponsorship of Children in West Bengal

qualitatively to indicate the ways in which the 

sponsorship programme can be improved in order to 

secure the best interests of the child.

The study was commissioned by the Directorate of Child 
Rights and Trafficking, Department of Women and Child 
Development and Social Welfare, Government of West 
Bengal, and UNICEF. The duration of the project was 
August 2023 – March 2024. Nandini Ghosh (Chief 
Investigator) together with Saswata Ghosh, Palabi Das and 
Rahul Rajak conducted the study and prepared the report.

The project funded by Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, South 

Asia (during 2022-2023) aims to produce a series of 

illustrated history books for children of 12–14 years of age 

that will help them to critically engage with the past. The 

purpose is to make the young readers curious and 

interested in India and South Asia's history. Written in an 

anecdotal style, from an intersectional perspective, the 

books in this series intend to develop empathy in the 

minds of the young readers towards the others' 

experiences of the past. While doing so, the books follow 

the grammar of history-writing by being factually correct 

and historiographically informed. Three books had been 

published in 2022. The subjects covered are – partition, 

language politics in the Indian subcontinent and 

postcolonial history of citizenship. Three more books 

were written in 2023 which included history of river, war 

and consumption. The books are originally written in 

Bengali and then they are translated into English and 

Assamese. Scroll-painters are working with the 

researchers to produce illustrations for the books. 

Presently, three more books – covering the social 

histories of eating, attire and sports, are under 

preparation. 

As a part of the project several dissemination initiatives 

with school teachers, children, parents and activists have 

been undertaken. Anwesha Sengupta is the principal 

investigator of this ongoing project.

C. Revisiting the Craft of History Writing for Children 

Sponsored Research Projects
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D. ICHR-IDSK Joint Project on 'Documents on 

Economic History during the British Rule in 

Northern and Western India in the Late Nineteenth 

Century: Quality of Life’

The project commenced in March 2013 with Professor 

Amiya Kumar Bagchi as General Editor and Professor 

Arun Bandopadhyay as Associate Editor and Dr. 

Ramkrishna Chatterjee as Coordinator. This project is 

now in a renewed phase.

IDSK in collaboration with ICHR so far completed the 

project with documentation on the economic history of 

Eastern India, Southern India and Northern India in the 

late nineteenth century in altogether 12 volumes. All the 

volumes have been published by Manohar in 

collaboration with ICHR. The latest one, Northern India 

in the Late Nineteenth Century, Volume I, Part II (in three 

sets A, B and C) was released and published on 27 March 

2024 on the ICHR Foundation Day at Dr. Ambedkar 

International Centre, New Delhi. These volumes have 

been much appreciated by distinguished historians of 

India and abroad.

During the last couple of years the project team 

concentrated on the research on Western India. Data have 

been collected and documents have been compiled on 

Western India from various libraries and archives of 

Mumbai, Pune, Delhi and Kolkata. The collections from 

Mumbai mostly focus on the Archival Records and Report 

of Native Newspapers on the various aspects of public life 

including the quality of life, of the period from 1860-1880. 

Several sections have been chosen as a path to move 

forward viz. Administrative Reports, Education Reports, 

Settlement Reports, Jail Reports, Vaccination and Sanitary 

Reports, Forest Reports. This pattern is adopted from the 

past volumes. But in this volume particular attention has 

been given on trade reports, Cotton Department Reports, 

Reports on Cotton Mills and the development of the 

banking system of the Bombay Presidency.

On 4 March 2024, the final draft of the volume on Western 

India in the Late Nineteenth Century Part I (1860 – 1870s) 

was presented before the Editorial Committee of the 

project at the ICHR by Professor Arun Bandopadhyay and 

Dr. Ramkrishna Chatterjee. The ICHR in its Research 

Project Committee meeting held on 14 March 2024 

sanctioned the project for Part Two on Western India 

(1880s-1890s) and the project on North Western India in 

the late nineteenth century, focusing on Punjab in 

particular.

Despite sustained efforts to reduce the incidence of early 

marriage among girls, the percentage of women age 18-

29 who were first married by exact age 18 was the highest 

in West Bengal among all the Indian states in 2019-21 

(NFHS-5). What is more disturbing is that though the rate 

declined between NFHS-3 and NFHS-4 (also between 

DLHS-3, 2007-08) and DLHS-4 (2012-13)), it stubbornly 

remained at 42% between NFHS-4 and NFHS-5. With the 

lowest TFR (1.4) and relatively better female literacy rate 

among the Indian states, West Bengal's high under-age 

marriage statistics are puzzling. The objectives of the 

study, sponsored by the Department of Women and Child 

Development and Social Welfare, Government of West 

Bengal, are (a) to explore the spatial pattern in early 

marriage of girls in West Bengal and to identify the 

hotspots; (b) to compare West Bengal with states at similar 

and poorer levels of human development that have done 

better in terms of reducing early marriage of girls and 

identify the factors behind such high figures in West 

Bengal, (c) to carry out harmonization, triangulation and 

validation of data from different sources to reconcile the 

inconsistencies and puzzles with respect to early 

marriage; (d) to undertake a systematic review of existing 

research on child marriage; (e) to evaluate how far 

Kanyashree has been effective in reducing early marriage 

of girls in West Bengal. The study has been carried out by 

Achin Chakraborty, Saswata Ghosh and Simantini 

Mukhopadhyay.

E. Early Marriage among Girls in West Bengal: An 

Investigation through Triangulation of Available 

Data 

ANNUAL REPORT 2023-24

22

Sponsored Research Projects



F. Research Study on Status of Disabled Children in 

Child Care Institutions in West Bengal

G. The Impact of Male Out-Migration on Women's 

Financial Autonomy and Child Well-Being in Rural 

West Bengal

This ICSSR funded project is coordinated by Subrata 

Mukherjee. While improved economic circumstances 

after husband's migration has been noted in a range of 

studies, the issues of autonomy and decision-making 

This study is funded by the Directorate of Child Rights and 

Trafficking Government of West Bengal and the duration 

of the project was from June 2022-March 2023. Nandini 

Ghosh is the Chief Investigator of this project. The project 

has been extended till June 2023 and completed.

There are a considerable proportion of children with 

disabilities living in child care institutions in India. One of 

the main reasons is that persons with disabilities are 

accorded very poor social value, which means that 

disabled children are more likely to be abandoned and 

land up in different residential institutions, run either by 

the state or private agencies. Children and persons with 

disabilities require long term rehabilitation support and a 

range of interventions to enable them to enjoy a better 

quality of life and become capable of contributing to the 

growth of the nation. This research examined the extent to 

which select CCIs, across 13 districts of West Bengal are 

inclusive and contribute to the development of persons 

with disabilities. The disability inclusion objective 

attempted to examine the different interventions 

undertaken for the development of persons with 

disabilities and the extent to which they are able to access 

a standard quality of life and participate in the larger 

society. The study was completed on June 2023 and the 3 

major outputs from this research are the final report on the 

inclusive status of CCIs, a resource directory that 

organisations can use to access technical support and 

manual that can help CCI staff to intervene with children 

with disabilities at a basic level.

power of the left-behind wives, who takes care of children 

including parents-in-laws in many cases with the 

remittance money they receive from their migrant 

husbands, have been often omitted from many studies on 

migration in Indian context. The present study attempts to 

examine the changes in autonomy and empowerment 

with respect to financial decision-making power the 

married women experience and encounter as a result of 

out-migration of their husbands. The study also 

investigated how the changed autonomy and 

empowerment affect resource allocation for their 

children's health and education. A part of the study is 

based on data from a primary survey which was 

conducted in five districts in the state of West Bengal, 

namely Jalpaiguri, Murshidabad, Birbhum, Nadia and 

South 24 Parganas. A total of 20 villages were selected for 

survey in the select districts. In each select village, house 

listing was done and a sample size of 37 or 38 households 

was allotted to each village alternatively. A total of 750 

married women (302 belonging to non-migrant 

households, 145 from returned migrant households and 

303 with current migrant husband) were interviewed. For 

conducting the quantitative survey, structured 

questionnaires were prepared on household- and child-

related issues. The primary survey took place in August 

and September 2022. The analysis of primary survey data 

is mainly focusing on the following empirical issues: (1) 

women's work participation; (2) decision making power 

and freedom of mobility; (3) women's exposure to digital 

media; and (4) freedom of spending money and resource 

allocation.

H. Salt Lake: Exploring a 50 Years' History

This IDSK funded project is coordinated by Dr. Anwesha 

Sengupta, Dr.Supurna Banerjee and Mr. Sanjoy Kar. Salt 

Lake also known as Bidhannagar, located in the eastern 

fringes of Kolkata is probably the most completely 

planned township around Kolkata. While the township in 

its present form is still quite new completing 50 years in 

2022, this area had been under consideration for various 

administrative purpose from late eighteenth century 
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when these were marshlands. The earliest known 

reference to Salt Lake was in 1756 when Siraj-ud-Daulah, 

the Nawab of Bengal, camped at this place to chalk out a 

strategy for attacking Lord Clive of the British East India 

Company at Fort William. The salt water marshes which 

constituted the area had served as underground drainage 

system already in the 19th century colonial Bengal being 

used for sewage farming. It was in late 19th century that 

the colonial government officially started reclaiming 

these saltwater bodies by connecting them to the Maratha 

Ditch. The extensive canal systems of this region were 

used to transport rice thus it becoming a part of the rice 

route. The concrete planning and execution of the 

township as it is today begun only in the late twentieth 

century under the aegis of the then Chief Minister BC Roy. 

The idea of this project is to document this history of the 

formation of the township. We are collecting documents 

and interviews to shed light on issues of social history, 

urban planning, governance, property and land rights to 

understand Salt Lake as an exercise of postcolonial 

urbanity. We explore why Salt Lake was created, the site 

as an administrative set up and also its evolution. An 

archive of primary and secondary sources and oral history 

interviews for researchers have been created at IDSK to 

facilitate academic research. An exhibition was organised 

to highlight the collection of the archives.

The project funded by IDSK aims to write a climate history 

of partition through the lens of water. While partition of 

British India has produced a rich and varied scholarship, it 

is yet to engage with the emerging field climate and 

environmental history. This project is a preliminary 

attempt in that direction. It begins with a simple question: 

how did monsoon shape the experiences of transfer of 

  

I. Monsoon and the Division of British India: 

Possibilities of Writing an Environmental History of 

Partition

power in the Indian subcontinent? Secondly, the project 

explores how the rivers shaped the implementation 

process of partition. I also ask the question from the other 

side: how did partition affect the rivers of the 

subcontinent? Third, it deals with the ways in which 

partition shaped individuals' relationship with water. 

Last, but not the least, it also investigates the relationship 

of the postcolonial Indian state and water in the context of 

partition. Thus, water, in this project, is both an agent that 

shaped the division of British India in many ways and it 

also the site of many interventions that were directly 

related to partition. Anwesha Sengupta is the principal 

investigator of the project.

Sponsored by the Indian Council of Social Science 

Research (ICSSR), the project started in April 2018 with 

Bidhan Kanti Das and Soutrik Basu of IDSK as 

Coordinators. The project has been completed.

The main objective of the research was to study the 

struggles that revolved around the livelihoods of 

vulnerable populations, and how the struggles shaped the 

aspiration of reaching rural resilience. Thus, this study 

contributed to several dimensions. One, the study 

enhanced the theoretical underpinnings of resilience 

building of rural communities living in the Deltas; two, it 

provided better understanding on the loose ends of some 

important concepts: vulnerability, livelihood, and 

resilience; three, this attempt depicted a picture of the 

story of Bengal delta in the Indian side that was largely 

missing in the literature; and four, this study provided 

policy perspective. Understanding people's response to a 

diverse set of livelihood systems against a wide range of 

environmental stress and shocks allows policy makers to 

learn crucial insights that help to frame sustainable 

climate policies and delta management.

J. Reaching Rural Resilience: Unravelling the Case of 

Sagar Island of Bengal Delta, India
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4 Collaborations

1. The University of Calcutta

In 2016, IDSK launched PhD programme in Development Studies, in 

collaboration with the University of Calcutta. The PhD degree continues to be 

conferred by the University of Calcutta (CU). The Research Advisory 

Committee comprises the faculty representatives of IDSK, different 

departments of CU, and eminent professors from other institutions/universities 

as external members.

2. Finance Department, Government of West Bengal

The Finance Department, Government of West Bengal entered into a 

collaboration with IDSK to receive research support in the areas of state 

finances including revenue analysis, expenditure analysis, debt analysis as 

well as other areas of mutual interest. IDSK is also expected to deliver relevant 

and customized training programmes based on invitation from Finance 

Department for the participants identified by Finance Department and other 

key stakeholders. 

3. Netaji Subhas Administrative Training Institute, 
   Government of West Bengal
The objective is to establish cooperation between the two institutes to realise 

their full potential in the field of training and research. The MoU marks the 

formal commitment of both institutions to explore practical approaches for 

creating mutually beneficial relationships in order to enhance the capacities of 

functioning and contribute to skill development, capacity building and 
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research. They will provide each other advocacy, 

research support, technical and handholding assistance 

and capacity building services in the areas of research and 

training, specifically in the area of economics and social 

other social sciences and their impact on public service 

delivery. Regular exchange of faculty as well as 

collaborative applied studies and developing strategic 

policy papers in the areas related to public policy.

Collaborations
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4. Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI)

IDSK has entered into active collaboration with the Asian 

Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna in 2021.  

This joint collaborative programme may include joint 

research studies, providing logistic support to scholars 

from IDSK and ADRI, undertaking studies on Bihar, 

exchange of faculties and joint organisation of seminars 

or short training programmes for research scholars.



5 Conferences/Workshops/
Seminars

India's Eastern and Northeastern Borderlands

Ethnographies in Post-pandemic

An International Conference Understanding India's Eastern and Northeastern 

Borderlands: Space, Territoriality and Mobility, was jointly organised by 

Assam University-Diphu Campus & IDSK, Kolkata, supported by Northeastern 

Council (NEC), Shillong, Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region, 

New Delhi at Assam University, Diphu Campus, 1-2 February, 2024. Gorky 

Chakraborty coordinated from the IDSK side.

A two-day conference sponsored by Indian Council of Social Science 

Research on Ethnographies in Post-pandemic was organised by Anindya 

Raychaudhuri (senior lecturer St Andrews University and guest faculty IDSK) 

and Supurna Banerjee, IDSK  on 16-17 January 2024.

Covering a range of disciplines (health studies, political science, geography, 

sociology, anthropology, oral history and more) this two-day conference 

provided a space for researchers to think about the ways in which the 

pandemic has changed what kind of ethnographic research is possible, and the 

methodological changes that they have instituted as a response. The 

conference covered research conducted and devised both during the 

pandemic, and its aftermath, and reflected on both the immediate and longer-

term effects of the pandemic. Qualitative research, especially ethnographic 

research, is based on the foundational logic of deep and direct engagement 

with research participants. But the pandemic realities and post pandemic 

anxieties around contact and touch necessitates a rethinking of the ways in 

which we do ethnography. The participants from various disciplines working 
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in varied aspects recounted their experience of 

ethnography during and after the pandemic. These 

reflections provide important clues not just in terms of 

methodologies but also allows a rethink of the ways in 

which relations, positionalities and hierarchies are 

shaped through these critical events. More concretely 

some of the contributions to knowledge production could 

be summed up as the following:

1. Remote ethnography was critically examined. Various 

papers engaging with remote ethnography were able 

to provide nuanced, well-balanced propositions of not 

just how to do remote ethnographies but ways in 

which these could reaffirm/subvert hierarchies and 

also ways in which physical distance between 

participants and researcher play out in social research.

2. The relation between activism, research and 

knowledge production was also engaged with. At a 

moment of great crisis like the covid-19 pandemic 

many of the academics engaged in activist work. For 

some this was a continuation of earlier alliances while 

for others it was new, something done in immediate 

response to the crisis at hand. The proceedings of the 

conference showed pathways to reflect on how 

ethnographic learning through activist participation 

can build into knowledge production.

3. The ways in which marginalities need to be 

foregrounded to really unearth the realities of the 

pandemic was emphasized on. The centering of the 

experience of the marginal, the silenced was not only 

an issue of content but of methodology. Scholars 

spoke of how putting forward marginal viewpoints as 

ways to shape the very frame of ethnographic 

enquiries allowed for new ways of understanding 

continuities and discontinuities in pandemic 

experience.

4. The knowledge production capacity of the sensorial 

was also emphasized on in some of the papers. 

Sensory ethnography is certainly not a post pandemic 

intervention. But one strand of interrogation emerging 

from the conference juxtaposed the sensoriality of 

ethnographic experience with the paradoxical, at the 

same time heightened and muted sensoriality of the 

pandemic to possibly pave the way for new ways of 

doing sensory ethnography.

There is plan to bring out journal special issues focusing 

on these themes in the immediate 

future. These contributions, we feel, provide important 

interventions in methodologies of disaster studies without 

carving out disasters as only moments of exceptions. All 

such publications will duly acknowledge the ICSSR for its 

financial support which enabled the conference to take 

place.

A two-day international conference on Building 

Information Resilient Society in the Changing 

Information Ecosystem, jointly organized by the Institute 

of Development Studies Kolkata (IDSK) and the 

University of Calcutta (CU), was held on 27 and 28 March 

2024, at the Centenary Building, College Street Campus 

of CU, India. Sanjoy Kar from IDSK was one of the 

coordinators of the conference. The conference was 

premised on the recognition of information's pivotal role 

in connecting people, fostering understanding, and 

empowering individuals, thus contributing to the creation 

of a more interconnected and harmonious society. 

The conference featured six primary subthemes, each 

addressing crucial aspects of information resilience. 

Participants engaged in discussions ranging from building 

data-resilient communities to leveraging frontier 

technologies for societal well-being. Topics included data 

governance, crisis management, the role of information 

centers, and the intersection of information resilience 

with sustainable development goals (SDGs). There were 

five plenary sessions and ten technical sessions. Thirty-

eight papers were presented at the conference from 

around the globe, both in physical and virtual modes. The 

conference provided an excellent opportunity for 

Building Information Resilient Society in the Changing 

Information Ecosystem
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researchers, academics, and practitioners to exchange 

ideas and knowledge in the emerging area and develop 

effective strategies that enhance the capacity of 

information ecosystems to withstand and overcome 

future crises while maximizing societal benefits even 

during non-crisis periods. Dr. Animesh Kumar, Head of 

the United Nations Disaster Risk Reduction Office in 

Bonn, Germany, delivered the keynote address on risk-

informed development and climate action. Professors 

Olha Nimko, Baskaran Angathevar, and Sascha Dov 

Bachmann offered valuable perspectives on refugee food 

security, SDG implementation, and the impact of war on 

energy systems, respectively.

Eminent speakers from around the globe shared their 

insights and expertise during the conference. The 

speakers included Animesh Kumar (Head of the United 

Nations Disaster Risk Reduction Office in Bonn, 

Germany), Sayantan Mandal (IIT Jammu, India), Souran 

Chatterjee (University of Plymouth, UK), Olha Nimko 

(Virginia Tech, US), Baskaran Angathevar (Universiti 

Malaya, Malaysia), Sascha Dov Bachmann (University of 

Canberra, Australia), Vira Ohorodnyk (Kyiv National 

Economic University, Ukraine), Mariia Markina (Kyiv 

National Economic University, Ukraine), and Doronina 

Iryna (Technical University Munich, Germany). The 

sessions were chaired by Diganta Mukherjee (SOSU, 

Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata), Gorky Chakraborty 

(IDSK), Subrata Mukherjee (IDSK), Sabuj Kumar 

Chaudhuri (CU), Saswata Ghosh (IDSK), Lakshminarayan 

Satpati (CU), Durga Sankar Rath (Vidyasagar University), 

Anup Kumar Das (JNU), Jiban K Pal (ISI, Kolkata), Arun 

Kumar Chakraborty (NSOU), Susmita Chakraborty (CU), 

Rabisankar Giri (Presidency University), and Nihal Alam 

(Aliah University).

The five-day workshop on Qualitative Research Methods 

in Social Sciences was organized by Institute of 

Development Studies Kolkata (IDSK) from 11-15 

Workshop on 'Qualitative Research Methods in Social 

Sciences’

December 2023. Bidhan Kanti Das, Nandini Ghosh and 

Supurna Banerjee jointly coordinated the workshop, 

focussed on epistemological foundation of Qualitative 

social research and the principal qualitative research 

methods which the paradigms dictate. This included 

ethnography, case study, focus groups, visual methods, 

textual analysis, content analysis, discourse analysis, 

personal documents, use of archives, etc.

The week-long workshop organised by IDSK and jointly 

coordinated by Subrata Mukherjee and Pallabi Das was 

held during September 18-22, 2023. This was intended 

for the researchers in Social Sciences who were having a 

strong quantitative component in their ongoing research 

work which requires applications of advanced 

quantitative tools using R and/or Python. The workshop 

focused on analy t ica l  in terpreta t ional  and 

communicative aspects of advanced quantitative 

techniques applied to social science research problems, 

in general and economics, demography, development 

studies and public policies, particular. Apart from six 

faculty members from IDSK, three experts from outside 

IDSK (Dr Sankar Kumar Bhaumik, former Director, 

Patuliputra School of Economics, Patna, Dr. Subhanil 

Chowdhury, St Xavier's University, Kolkata and Prof. 

Zakir Husain, Presidency University, Kolkata) 

participated as resource persons in the workshop.

The Institute of Development Studies Kolkata in 

collaboration with Harper Collins organized a book 

discussion programme on the book Charaiveti: An 

Academic's Global Journey, a memoir authored by 

Professor Pranab Bardhan and published by Harper 

Collins on Professor Bardhan read out 

the excerpts from the book followed by discussions by 

Professors Samik Bandyopadhyay, Partha Chatterjee, 

Dipankar Dasgupta and Rudrangshu Mukherjee. The 

programme was presided over by Professor Supriya 

Chaudhuri.

Week-long workshop on 'Advanced Quantitative 

Methods for Social Sciences using R and Python' 

Book Discussion

8 December 2023. 
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PHD IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

As a 'Sister Institute' of the University of Calcutta, IDSK has been allowed to 

conduct the PhD programme in Development Studies under the auspices of 

the University of Calcutta. The programme is to be monitored by a Research 

Advisory Committee set up by the Vice Chancellor of CU, comprising 

Professors Rachana Chakraborty (University of Calcutta) as Convenor, Manabi 

Majumder (formerly of Centre for Studies in Social Sciences), Anjan 

Chakrabarti (University of Calcutta), Rajarshi Majumdar (University of 

Burdwan), and Achin Chakraborty (IDSK). Currently 47 students are enrolled 

in the programme who are at various stages of completion of their research and 

six candidates received their degree during this academic year.

Academic Programmes6
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Lectures by IDSK Faculty & Visiting Scholars

Date  Speaker Title

Professor of Gender , Women's Studies &  in the Indian Men's 
Anthropology, Kentucky Rights Movement

 Kinship Systems in South Asia

12 May 2023 Srimati Basu  

14 June 2023 Bibhas Saha Democracy and Class Conflict
Associate Professor
Durham University, UK

30 June 2023 Mary K. Shenk Economic Development and 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology,Demography Transitions in Fertility, Marriage, and 
& Asian Studies, The University of Lucerne

Families Without Wives: Kinship 

University of 
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Date  Speaker Title

14 July 2023 Supurna Banerjee Understanding Coercion as a System and 
Assistant Professor of Political Science, IDSK Practice: Tea Plantations of West Bengal

27 July 2023 Ursula Daxecker The Two Logics of Party Violence
Professor of Political Science
University of Amsterdam

28 July 2023 Nilanjana Paul Anandibai Joshi, Gurubai Karmakar,
Assistant Professor Ida Scudder, and Clara Swain: Education,
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Missionaries and Women's Rights

in Colonial India

8 August 2023 Maitreesh Ghatak Growing Apart? Growth, Poverty and
Professor of Economics & Director, STICERD, Inequality in Post-Liberalization India                 
London School of Economics, UK  (Foundation Day Lecture)

18 August 2023 Bhaswati Bhattacharya Structure and Agency in the World of
Visiting Fellow, IDSK  Indian Ocean Commerce, 1700-1800

25 Are Gender Norms Systematic to Caste
Assistant Professor of Economics Institutions? Examining Preferences through
Ashoka University a Social Experiment in North Indian Villages

Partitioning Properties: Bengal in 1950s
Assistant Professor, IDSK

Prevalence and Risk Factors of Non-fatal
 Assistant Professor, IDSK Occupational Injury Among Male Workers 

in India: A Systematic Review and 
Meta-analysis

“Between Myself and the Edge”: Verticality
Senior Lecturer    and Fear of Heights in Narratives of Vertigo
University of St. Andrews, Scotland, UK

Linguistic Identity and Choice of
Assistant Professor, IDSK Contraception Methods:  The Curious

Reliance of the Bengali Speaking
Community on Behavioural Methods

Anthony P. D'Costa The Evolutionary Boundaries and Business-
Professor of Economics, The University of Economic Dynamics of the “New” Space
Alabama, Huntsville, USA and Hony. Professor, Economy
University of Melbourne, Australia

Kabir Rana The Movement of Aspiration: Migration for
Project Manager, Rural Livelihood Project,  Work from Odisha
Gram Vikas, Odisha

 August 2023 Aparajita Dasgupta

6 October 2023 Anwesha Sengupta
 

3 November 2023 Rahul Rajak
 

10 November 2023 Anindya Raychaudhuri

1 December 2023 Pallabi Das
 

15 January 2024

19 January 2024

Academic Programmes
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Date  Speaker Title

2 February 2024 Achin Chakraborty Normative Measurement in Theory and
Professor, IDSK Practice 

9 February 2024 Pradipto Roy Socio-economic and Cultural Challenges to
Post-doctoral Fellow, Mental Health: Pandemic Perspectives from
University of Copenhagen, Denmark South Asia

16 February 2024 Subrata Mukherjee Husband's Migration for Work and Wife's
Associate Professor, IDSK Autonomy: Some Evidence from Rural 

West Bengal

23 February 2024 Joyashree Roy Heat, Human Health and Workability in
Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Mega Cities of India: Complex Relation
Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand Between Mitigation and Adaptation

7 March 2024 Chandra Mukhopadhyay Songs of Women's Work
Researcher, Author  

Academic Programmes



7 Student Dissertations

ON-GOING PHD DISSERTATIONS UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF IDSK FACULTY

Following students are enrolled in the PhD programme under the supervision/co-supervision of IDSK faculty members:

Sl.No.Name Research Topic Institute/ University Supervisor(s)

1. Abdul Motin Ostagar Financial Inclusion and Informal  IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
Financial Sources: A Study of of  Calcutta Subhanil
Perspective and Preferences of Chowdhury
Banking and Finance Among the 
Rural People  of West Bengal

2. Abhinab Ghosh Corporate Financing, Ownership University of Indrani Chakraborty
and Firm Behaviour: A Study of  Calcutta 
Textile Industry in India in the 
Post-Reform Period

3. Amitava Gupta Some Aspects of Jawaharlal IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
Nehru’s Idea of Distributive of Calcutta
Justice

4. Amrapali Mukherjee Belief and  Practices  Around IDSK- University Bidhan Kanti Das
Menstruation Across Different of Calcutta Nandini Ghosh
Social Groups in West Bengal,
India

5. Anik Biswas Football in Post-colonial Bengal: IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta
Identity, Economy and of Calcutta Supurna Banerjee
Contestations

6. Aruna Pain Innovation, Competition and Firm University of Indrani Chakraborty
Performance: An Analysis of Indian  Calcutta 
Pharmaceutical Industry in the 
Post-reform Period
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7. Avishek Mistry Interrogating Dalit Women's IDSK- University Supurna  Banerjee
Literary Representation, of Calcutta
Translation and Publication in 
the Context of  Dalit Life Writings 
from Bengal

8. Dhiraj Barman IDSK- University Gorky Chakraborty
of Calcutta Subhanil

 Chowdhury

9. Dibyendu Biswas Aspects of Efficiency and Equity in  IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
Urbanization of  Calcutta Simantini 

Mukhopadhyay

10. Gareth Wall Reflecting Local Priorities for University of Achin Chakraborty
Human Development Birmingham

11. Gopal Biswas Economic Growth and Population IDSK- University Subrata Mukherjee
Health: A District Level Analysis of Calcutta
of India

12. Hassan Momin Rivers as Borders:A Study on Select IDSK- University Gorky Chakraborty
International Riparian Boundaries  of Calcutta
of India

13. Kumar Sankar Das Welfare State, Social Policy and IDSK- University Saswata Ghosh
Conflict in India of Calcutta Zaad Mahmood

Presidency
 University

14. Kundan Ghosh An Ethnographic Study of the University of Bidhan Kanti Das
Culture Industry of Sholapith Calcutta
Craft in West Bengal

15. Nandini Kar From 'Local' to 'Global' : University of Bidhan Kanti Das
Exploring Understanding of Calcutta
Ecological and Livelihood
Uncertainties and Mitigation 
Mechanism from Indigenous 
and Global Perspectives

16. Nisharuddin Khan The Impact of Partition on Muslims  IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta
of Bengal (1947-64) of  Calcutta

17. Nur Alam Understanding Labour Migration IDSK- University Supurna  Banerjee
in West Bengal : A Study of of Calcutta
Malda District

Urban Transformation in the
Medium Sized Cities in India:
A Case Study of Siliguri

Sl.No. Name Research Topic Institute/ University Supervisor(s)
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18. Pallavi Mondal IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
of Calcutta

19. Pintu Kabiraj Aspects of Crime in India IDSK- University Simantini
of Calcutta  Mukhopadhyay

 Achin Chakraborty

20. Pragna Paramita Mondal University Achin Chakraborty
of Calcutta

21. Priti Bhowmick Local Governance of Water and University of Bidhan Kanti Das
Sanitation in the Metropolitan Calcutta Arnab Das
Area of West Bengal: An 
Ethnographic Inquiry

22. Priyanka Dasgupta Disease Burden, Govt. Health IDSK- University Subrata Mukherjee
Expenditure and Household of Calcutta
Vulnerability : A Study of 
Indian States

23. Priyanka Roy Gendered Negotiations: A Study  IDSK- University Nandini Ghosh  
of Female Entrepreneurs in of Calcutta Subhanil
West Bengal Chowdhury

24. Rivu Basu Causes of Poor Adherence to Long IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
Term Therapies: The Case of of Calcutta
Anti-Tubercular Drugs

25. Ronojoy Banerjee IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
  of Calcutta Subhanil 
 Chowdhury

26. IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
 of Calcutta

27. IDSK- University Gorky Chakraborty
E of Calcutta

28. Sanchari Chakraborty Food in the Political Landscape of IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta
West Bengal: 1947-1967 of Calcutta Simantini 

Mukhopadhyay

29. Sanchari Naskar Exploring Domestic Work: A IDSK- University Nandini Ghosh
Sociological Study of Dynamics of of Calcutta
the Middle-class Households of 
Contemporary Kolkata

Political Economy of Public 
Policy in Select States of India

Agricultural Markets in 
West Bengal: With Special 
Reference to FPOs

Beyond Citizenship: Exploring the 
merging Spaces of Non- 

Citizenship in Assam

Market and Women's Agency 
in Commercial Surrogacy in India

Urban Land and Populist Politics: 
A Case Study of Kolkata

Said Bin Sarif Al Mamun

Samik Roy Chowdhury

Sl.No. Name Research Topic Institute/ University Supervisor(s)
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30. IDSK- University Nandini Ghosh
of Calcutta Achin Chakraborty

31. IDSK- University Bidhan Kanti Das
of Calcutta Subrata Mukherjee

32. IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta
 of Calcutta

33. Sohini Sarkar Mergers and Acquisitions  in IDSK- University Indrani Chakraborty
Manufacturing Firms and its  of Calcutta
Effects on the Economy : An 
Analysis of India in the 
Post-reform Period 

34. Soumi Mukherjee Understanding the Interface IDSK- University Subrata Mukherjee
Between External Determinants of Calcutta Supurna Banerjee
and Effectiveness of a Conditional 
Cash Transfer Programme in 
Education

35. Srija Mandal Living on the Streets: An University of Bidhan Kanti Das
Ethnography of ' Homelessness' Calcutta Arnab Das
in Kolkata

36. IDSK- University
of Calcutta

37. Suchandra Bhaduri Initiatives for the Disabled in IDSK- University Nandini Ghosh
 Colonial India: A Case Study of of Calcutta
the Blind and the Deaf (1870-1950)

38. Suman Dasgupta A Study of the Marginalised Tribal    University of Bidhan Kanti Das
Communities in the Bordering Areas    Calcutta Arnab Das
of the Three States of Eastern India

39. Ujjayini Roy Product Market Competition IDSK- University Indrani Chakraborty
and Firm Behaviour of  Calcutta

40. Zinnia Mitra Bose Diversification and its Impact IDSK- University Indrani Chakraborty
on Indian Corporate Firms of Calcutta

Sharannyo Banerjee A Social History of Alcohol and 
other Substances in India.

Shibthakur Hembram Capability Deprivation, 
Occupational Mobility and  
Quality of Life: A Study of Tribal 
Communities in West Bengal

Shreya Saha Gendering Crime and Criminality 

in Bengal c. 1900-1970s

Subhankar Maity Manual Scavenging in Gorky Chakraborty
 West Bengal : The Caste Question
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8

PARTICIPATION IN SEMINARS / CONFERENCES / WORKSHOPS / 

DISCUSSIONS/ INVITED LECTURES

Achin Chakraborty

Invited lecture titled 'Reckoning Development and Deprivation: The Nature of 

Contestation' as part of the Golden Jubilee Lecture Series of Giri institute of 

Development Studies, Lucknow, 28 March, 2024.

Keynote address titled '

 

Invited lecture 'Economics and Politics of Public Policies for Human 

Development in India' at the plenary session of the 

Delivered two lectures as a resource person for the Short-Term Course on 

Research Methodology and Research Writing, organised by UGC Malaviya 

Mission Teacher Training Centre, University of North Bengal, 27 February, 

2024.

Keynote Address titled 'Frontiers of Normative Economics', at the 

International Seminar Different Dimensions of Development Economics & Its 

Shifting Paradigms, organised by the Department of Economics and 

Commerce, The Heritage College and Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira, 

Belur, held at The Heritage Campus, Kolkata, 22-23 February, 2024.

Inequality in India: Measurement Approaches and 

Data Issues' at the National Seminar Development Paradigm in India: A Study 

of Poverty, Inequality and Discrimination at Banaras Hindu University, 22–23 

March, 2024. 

Global Conclave on 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Progress, Challenges and Way 

Forward, organised by the Department of Economics, Jamia Millia Islamia, 6-7 

March, 2024.

Faculty Activities
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Spoke on 'Agricultural Policy Reform and its Discontents' 

at the 

Invited lecture titled 'Reckoning Development and 

Deprivation: The Nature of Contestation', at the National 

Seminar Contemporary Issues in Development 

Economics, Department of Economics, Rabindra Bharati 

University, 19-20 February, 2024.

    

Spoke at NEP Orientation and Sensitization Programme 

on 'Higher Education & Society', organised by UGC 

Malaviya Mission Teacher Training Centre, University of 

North Bengal, 15 February, 2024.

Invited lecture (online) entitled 'Normative Measurement 

in Theory and Practice', Kerala Economic Association, 8 

February, 2024

Invited presentation titled 'Normative Measurement in 

Theory and Practice', at Global Conclave on Advancing 

Human Development in the Global South, organised by 

Institute for Human Development, held at India 

International Centre, New Delhi, 10-13 January, 2024.

Delivered a lecture 'Geography versus Institutions in 

Economic Development', for the Refresher Course on 

'Regional Development and Planning', organised by 

UGC-Malaviya Mission Teacher Training Centre of the 

University of Calcutta, 14 December, 2023.

Delivered three lectures on 'Economists' Perspective on 

Health and Health Care' at All India Institute of Hygiene 

and Public Health, 4, 18, 20 December, 2023. 

Invited lecture titled 'Normative Measurement in Theory 

and Practice' (online), Institute of Economic Growth, 

Delhi, 01 December, 2023.

ICSSR funded dissemination workshop on Pradhan 

Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi, Department of Economics, 

Presidency University, 21 February, 2024.

Spoke at the One-Day National Seminar on Democracy 

in India at the Crossroads: Emerging Trends of Elections, 

organised by Bengal Institute of Political Studies in 

collaboration with the Department of Political Science of 

Hiralal Mazumdar Memorial College for Women, 17 

February, 2024.    

Panelist in the Panel Discussion 'Workfare, Direct 

Transfers and Targeting' at Martin Ravallion Symposium 

of Poverty and Inequality organised by Centre for Studies 

in Social Sciences, Centre for Development Economics 

and Sustainability, and Bangladesh Institute of 

Development Studies, 9-10 November, 2023. 

Delivered Special Lead Lecture 'Reckoning 

Development', at National Conference on Higher 

Education and Research: Towards a Transformative and 

Sustainable Society (HERTSS-2023), organised by 

Research & Development Cell, Tripura University, 10-12 

October, 2023.

Conducted two sessions 'Sustainable Rural 

Development' and 'Policy Monitoring and Evaluation' 

for the elected representatives of Zilla Parishads in West 

Bengal, at Indian Institute of Management Calcutta, 

sponsored by the Department of Panchayats and Rural 

Development, Government of West Bengal, 21 

September, 2023.

Panelist in the Panel Discussion 'Investing in Health: G20 

and Beyond', at JGU International Academy, O P Jindal 

Global University, Hotel Tajmahal, New Delhi, 16 

September, 2023.

Conducted two sessions on Economics of Development 

for WBCS (Exe) Probationers at Netaji Subhas 

Administrative Training Institute (NSATI), 1 & 8 August, 

2023.

Invited Orientation Lecture for the freshers of the 

Department of Economics, St Xavier's University, 4 

August, 2023. 

Invited lecture on 'The Capability Approach to 

Development', Department of Economics, St Xavier's 

University, 28 July, 2023.

Keynote lecture titled 'Epistemological Perspectives on 

Quantitative and Qualitative Methods' at the Two-day 

Resea rch  Methodo logy  Workshop  fo r  the  

College/University Teachers, Gurudas College, 22 June, 

2023. 
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Conducted a session 'Research Approaches: Qualitative, 

Quantitative, Mixed', for the Capacity Building 

Programme (CBP) for Young Faculty Members in Social 

Sciences, sponsored by ICSSR, St Xavier's University, 12 

June, 2023.

Presented a paper 'Dividing India in Monsoon: Towards 

an Environmental History of Partition, 'Backwash: Voices 

on Environmental Colonialism and Post-colonials from 

the Global South', ICSSR Sponsored 2nd International 

Conference of the Centre for Australian Studies, Bankura 

University, 7-8 February 2024.

Presented a paper 'Partition and the Politics of 

Rehabilitation in West Bengal', at the National Seminar 

organized by Rashtrabigyan Charcha Mancha in 

collaboration with Department of Political Science, 

Vidyasagar College, Kolkata, 15 May 2023.

Chaired the Panel Discussion on 'Multifaceted Impact of 

Climate Change and Vulnerable Communities in 

Sundarbans' in State-level multi-stakeholders   

Knowledge Co-creation Workshop, jointly organised by 

SACHI Waters and IDSK, 19December 2023.

Chaired the technical session in the International 

Seminar on 'Man and Environment in Contemporary 

India' and 53rd Annual Conference of the Indian 

Anthropological Society, jointly organised by Post-

Graduate Department of Anthropology, Bidhannagar 

Government College, Salt Lake, 15 - 17 December 2023.

Qualitative 

Research Methods in Social Sciences'  at IDSK, 11-15 

December 2023.

(Jointly with Nandini Ghosh and Supurna Banerjee) 

Organized a workshop Qualitative Research Methods in 

Social Sciences' at IDSK, 11-15 December 2023.

Anwesha Sengupta

Bidhan Kanti Das 

 

Resource person in a week-long workshop '

'

Gorky Chakraborty

Delivered a lecture 'Beyond Methodology: Analysing 

North East India' at 5th UGC New Education Policy 

Program, MMTTC-North Bengal University, 22 March 

2024 (online).

Delivered a lecture 'Understanding Citizenship through 

the Lenses of Decentered Subjectivity' at 17th UGC 

Faculty Improvement Programme, MMTTC-North 

Bengal University, 17 February 2024 (online).

Organised an International Conference Understanding 

India's Eastern and Northeastern Borderlands: Space, 

Territoriality and Mobility in collaboration with Assam 

University-Diphu and supported by Northeastern 

Council (NEC), Shillong, Ministry of Development of 

North Eastern Region, New Delhi at Assam University, 

Diphu Campus, 1-2 February, 2024.

(Jointly with Hassan Momin) Presented a paper 

'Analysing the Riparian Border in a Braided River: A 

Study on the Brahmaputra in Assam' at the International 

Conference Understanding India's Eastern and 

Northeastern Borderlands: Space, Territoriality and 

Mobility jointly organised by Assam University-Diphu& 

IDSK at Assam University, Diphu Campus, 1-2 February, 

2024.

(Jointly with Samik Roy Chowdhury) Presented a paper 

'Border Ingress: Understanding Non-Citizenship in 

Borderlands’ at the International Conference 

Understanding India's Eastern and Northeastern 

Borderlands: Space, Territoriality and Mobility jointly 

organised by Assam University-Diphu & IDSK at Assam 

University, Diphu Campus, 1-2 February, 2024.

Delivered a lecture 'Language in a Polyglot Region: 

Northeastern India' at the 16th UGC Faculty 

Improvement Programme, MMTTC-North Bengal 

University, 25 January 2024 (online).

Delivered plenary lecture 'Borders, Boundaries and 

Borderlands: Canthere be 'Proper Fits'' at Jadavpur 

University, jointly organized by International Relations 
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and Centre for Studies on Borders and Migration, 7 

November, 2023.

Delivered an invited lecture 'Borders, Citizenship and 

India Today' at Geneva Democracy Week (9th-14th 

October), Geneva Graduate Institute's Albert Hirschman 

Centre on Democracy, Geneva, 9 October, 2023 

(online).

Delivered a lecture 'Should we re-framing Colonialism to 

understand the Contemporary!' at 14th UGC Faculty 

Improvement Programme, MMTTC-North Bengal 

University, 29 September 2023 (online).

Panelist in a panel discussion ‘Detection, Deportation 

and Deportability’ at a Conference Migration and 

Borderlands: Ethnographic Explorations, University of 

Hyderabad, 17-18 August 2023.

Presented a paper 'Uncovering Heterogeneity in the 

Relationship between Competition, Corporate 

Governance and Firm Performance using Quantile 

Regression: Evidence from India' at the Asia Economic 

Community Forum 2023 on 'Asian Economic 

Community in the Age of US-China Competition: APEC 

or IPEF', Korea, 2-3 November 2023.

Presented a paper 'Markets and Inclusion: Perspectives of 

Disabled Users' at the two-day conference on Kolkata: 

Life Uninhibited, organized by the Department of 

Sociology, Jadavpur University, 21-22 March 2024.

Panelist at the 'Victim Centric Approach Meeting 

Transitioning from Victim to Survivor-The Path Ahead' 

organized by Jabala Action Research Organisation, 20 

March 2024.

Indrani Chakraborty

Nandini Ghosh

Delivered a lecture 'Nonparametric and Semiparametric 

Regression' at the week-long workshop on Advanced 

Quantitative Methods for Social Sciences using R and 

Python, organized by IDSK, 18-22 September, 2023.

Presented a paper 'Resisting Domination, Challenging 

Ideology: Trajectories of Disabled People's 

Organizations in India' at the ICSSR-ERC sponsored two-

day International Conference 'Reimagining South Asia: 

Geopolitical Inquests' organized by Department of 

Political Science, Salesian College (Autonomous), 

Siliguri, 15 and 16 March 2024.

Session on 'Doing Qualitative Research' at the 24th 

National Seminar organized by the North Eastern 

Economic Association & the South Asia Working Group 
 of the Young Scholars Initiative (YSI), 9 -10 February 

2024.

Presented a paper 'Human Development and Disability 

Studies' at the two-day multi-disciplinary national 

workshop on Disability Studies Understanding 

Disability- Towards a Praxis of Inclusion organized by 

Departments of Sociology and English of Sophia College 

for Women (Empowered Autonomous) and the 

Department of Human Development of Dr.BMN College 

of Home Science (Autonomous) in collaboration with 

Centre for Disability Research and Training New Delhi, 

1-2 Feb 2024.

Presented a paper 'The Disabled Girl Child in India' at the 

HCC National Conference The Evolving Landscape: 

Exploring Possibilities and Challenges for the Girl Child 

in a Dynamic World, 24 January 2024.

Speaker at a panel 'Ethnographies' in the two-day 

conference Ethnographies in Post-pandemic, organized 

by IDSK and sponsored by Indian Council of Social 

Science Research,  16-17 January 2024.

Presented a paper 'Domestic Violence and Women from 

the Margins: Reflections from the Field' at the 

International Conference Sustainability, Global 

Diversity, Inclusion, and Culture: Interdisciplinary 

Perspectives organized by the Department of Education, 

University of Calcutta, in collaboration with National 

Library of India and funded by ICSSR, 18-19 January 

2024.
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Panelist in the panel discussion on 'Ethnographies' at the 

two-day conference Ethnographies in Post Pandemic 

organised by Institute of Development Studies Kolkata 

(IDSK) and sponsored by Indian Council of Social 

Science Research (ICSSR), 16 – 17 January, 2024.

Discussant at the National Conference 'Rethinking 

Questions Around Neurodiversity and Care in India' 

organised by IIT Hyderabad, 12-13 January 2024. 

Talk on 'Multiple Discriminations of Disabled Women' at 

the seminar 16 Days Activism in Commemoration of the 

'International Day for Elimination of Violence against 

Women 2023' organized by School of Women's Studies, 

Jadavpur University, in collaboration with the Centre for 

Women's Development Studies, 9 December 2023.

Session on 'Disability and Sexuality' for DSROI Hindi 

2023 organised by CREA, 20 December 2023.

Presented a paper 'Understanding Dwarfism – Medical, 

Psychological and Social Aspects' at the CRE Webinar 

organized by the Department of Prosthetics and 

Orthotics, NILD, Kolkata, 25 October 2023.

Convenor of subtheme on 'Intersectional Vulnerabilities: 

Caste, Religion, Trans and Sexual Minorities, Adivasis, 

Tribes and Disabilities' at the 17th National Conference 

of the Indian Association for Women's Studies Women's 

Studies and Women's Movement: Challenges and 

Resilience, Thiruvananthapuram, 7-10 September 2023.

Presented a paper 'Pandemic, Persons with Disabilities 

and Resurgent Networks' at the Reflections on the Impact 

of Pandemics on People, Places and Communities: A 

Social Science Interdisciplinary & International 

Conference Organized by Social Science Research 

Council, U.S.A in collaboration with Department of 

Geography, Loreto College, Kolkata, 26 July 2023.

Introductory online session 'Intersectionality: Designing 

Qualitative Research', at the global virtual training 

confe rence  Think ing  Qual i ta t ive ly :  Doing  

Intersectionality (TQ: DI), jointly convened by the 

International Institute for Qualitative Methodology and 

the Intersections of Gender research area at the 

University of Alberta, 19-21 June 2023.

Talk on 'Travel and Disabled Women' at the conference 

Equitable Tourism Options (EQUATIONS) organized by 

Indian Association for Women's Studies (IAWS) and 

Rabindra Bharati University, 12 June 2023.

Speaker,'Gender and Child Rights in Media' session 

organized by Department of Mass Communication and 

Journalism, Sister Nivedita University, 23 May 2023.

(Jointly with Supurna Banerjee) Presented a paper 

'Towards Resilience: Domestic Violence and Survival 

Work in West Bengal' in the Panel on Violence, 

Resilience and Recovery at the International Conference 

Surviving Violence, From Coping to Thriving at Wadham 

College, University of Oxford, 19-20 April 2023. 

Talk on 'Disability, Society & Culture' at ADDA 

BAITHAK/SESAME CLUB, organized by the Centre for 

Interdisciplinary Studies and Research in Social Sciences 

(CISRS) Sister Nivedita University, Newton, Kolkata, 11 

April 2023

Pallabi Das

Delivered a lecture 'Linguistic Identity and Choice of 

Contraception Methods: The Curious Reliance of the 

Bengali Speaking Community on Behavioural Methods', 

IDSK, 1 December 2023.

Delivered a lecture 'Spatial Econometrics Using R' in a 

workshop Advanced Quantitative Methods for Social 

Sciences using R and Python organized by IDSK, 19 & 21 

September 2023.

Rahul Rajak

Delivered a lecture 'Prevalence and Risk Factors of Non-

fatal Occupational Injury among Male Workers in India: 

a systematic review and meta-analysis', IDSK, 3 

November 2023.

Delivered a lecture 'Survival Analysis Techniques' in a 

workshop Advanced Quantitative Methods for Social 

Sciences using R and Python organized by IDSK, 18 

September 2023.
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Saswata Ghosh

Simantini Mukhopadhyay

Panelist in the dissemination workshop of the ICSSR 

sponsored project "An Evaluation of the PMBJP in Select 

Areas of West Bengal", Department of Economics, 

University of Kalyani, 14 March 2024.

Presented a paper 'Why is the Economic Gradient in Self-

rated Health Weak for the Elderly in India?' at the 2nd 

Annual Economics Conference organised by St. Xavier's 

University, 29 February -1 March 2024.

Presented a paper 'Why is the Economic Gradient in Self-

rated Health Weak for the Elderly in India?” at the Global 

Conclave 2024 on Advancing Human Development in 

the Global South, organized by Institute for Human 

Development, New Delhi, 11-13 January 2024.

Presented a paper 'Revisiting Women's Empowerment as 

an Agriculture-nutrition Pathway using the Framework of 

Intersectionality' at the 7th CECFEE Research & Policy 

Workshop, organized by ISI Delhi at Trivandrum, Kerala, 

27-28 October 2023.

Delivered a lecture 'Measuring Inequalities in the Non-

income Space' at a one-day seminar on Frontiers in 

Economics organized by the Department of Economics, 

Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira, 11 October 2023. 

Delivered a lecture on Quantile Regression at the week-

long workshop on Advanced Quantitative Methods for 

Social Sciences using R and Python, organized by IDSK,  

18-22 September, 2023.

Presented a paper 'Work, Alienation and Capabilities – 

Understanding India's New Labour Codes' at the 2023 

conference of the Human Development and Capability 

Association, held 11-13 September, 2023 (online).

(in Bangla) Delivered an online lecture ‘Bharater Shishu 

Apushti: Tathyer Rajniti' organized by Rashtrabigyan 

Charcha, 5 August 2023.

Discussant at a book discussion of Meyeder Vote by Swati 

Bhattacharjee Department of Sociology, Presidency 

University, 3 July 2023.

Moderator of a panel discussion for the seminar on 'Birth, 

Sustenance and Death: Exploring some Contemporary 

Bioethical Issues' organized by the Department of 

Philosophy, Women's Christian College, Kolkata in 

collaboration with IPGMER SSKM Hospital, Kolkata on 

17 June 2023.

Presented a paper 'Work, Alienation and Capabilities – 

Understanding India's New Labour Codes' at the 

International Conference 'Structural Transformation and 

Indian Labour Market, organised by CPPG, Goa Institute 

of Management, 15-16 June 2023,

Discussant at a webinar 'Blind Spots in India's Child 

Nutrition', Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation 

(GIFT), Trivandrum, 29 May 2023.

Subrata Mukherjee

Presented a paper 'Husband's Migration and Wife's 

Empowerment and Financial Autonomy' at the 64th 

Annual Conference of the Indian Society of Labour 

Economics, University of Hyderabad, 28-31 March 

2024.

Discussant (of 10 papers) in a technical session at the 64th 

Annual Conference of the Indian Society for Labour 

Economics, held at University of Hyderabad, 28-31 

March 2024.

Chaired a plenary and a technical session at a conference 

'Building Information Resilient Society' organised jointly 

by the University of Calcutta and the Institute of 

Development Studies Kolkata, held at the University of 

Calcutta, 27-28 March 2024.

Chaired a technical session on 'Policy Evaluation' at the 

2nd Annual Economics Conference on Contemporary 

Issues in Economic Theory and Policy, St. Xavier's 

University, Kolkata, 29 February - 1 March 2024. 

Presented a paper 'Private Tuitions in West Bengal: 

Trend, Pattern and Issues' at the 2nd Annual Economics 

Conference Contemporary Issues in Economic Theory 

and Policy, St Xavier's University, Kolkata, 29 February - 

1 March 2024.
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Co-chaired a technical session on (i) Health Programmes 

and their Impacts and (ii) discussed papers in a technical 

session on Nutrition – Maternal and Child Health, and 

(iii) chaired a technical session on 'Healthcare Costing', 

at the 11th annual conference of the Indian Health 

Economics and Policy Association (IHEPA) on 'Health 

Policy: Advancing Research and Communication', 

FLAME University, Pune, 17-19 January 2024.

Presented a paper 'Caste Disparity in Health and 

Healthcare in Bihar' at an international conference 

Development with Justice: The Bihar Experience, 

Patuliputra School of Economics, Aryabhatta Knowledge 

University, Patna, 2-3 June 2023.

Presented a paper 'The Impact of Male out-migration on 

Women's Financial Autonomy and Child Well-being in 

Rural West Bengal' at an international conference Labour 

Migration and Sustainable Development in Asia: 

Opportunities, Challenges and Way Forward, held at 

International Institute for Population Sciences, Mumbai, 

1-2 June, 2023.

Presented a paper 'Between 'stench' and 'aroma': 
Understanding Smell as Critical Ethnography' in the two-
day conference Ethnographies in Post-pandemic, 
organized by IDSK, 16-17 January 2024. 

Presented a paper 'From Plantations to Cities: Women 
Workers and Informality in India' in an international 
workshop Rethinking Labour: Gender, Informality and 
Politics, Azim Premji University, Bangalore, 8-9 January 
2024.

Delivered a lecture 'Understanding Coercion as a System 
and Practice: Tea Plantations of West Bengal', IDSK, 14 
July 2023.

Panelist in a panel discussion 'How is Labour History 
Doing : A Trip Around the World' in Work Final 
Conference, Humboldt University, Germany, June 2023.

Presented a paper 'From Surviving to Resilience: 
Narratives of Women Survivors of West Bengal' in a 
Workshop Surviving Violence: From Coping to Thriving, 

Supurna Banerjee

Wadham College, University of Oxford, 19-20 April 
2023. 

(Jointly with Saswata Ghosh, Simantini Mukhopadhyay 

and Pallabi Das) '

funded by Pashchim Banga Samagra 

Shiksha Mission, Government of West Bengal [Ongoing]

(Jointly with Saswata Ghosh and Simantini 

Mukhopadhyay) '

Engaged in a project 'Revisiting the Craft of History 

Writing for Children (2022-2023)' funded by Rosa 

Luxemburg Stiftung, South Asia.

(Jointly with Supurna Banerjee and Sanjoy Kar) A Study 

on 'Salt Lake: Exploring a 50 Years History' funded by 

IDSK.

Engaged in a project 'Monsoon and the Division of British 

India: Possibilities of Writing an Environmental History of 

Partition’ funded by IDSK.

Completed an ICSSR sponsored project 'Reaching Rural 

Resilience: Unraveling the Case of Sagar Island of Bengal 

Delta, India' (jointly with Soutrik Basu)

Nandini Ghosh

Engaged in a Social Science and Humanities Research 

Council, Canada funded collaborative research project 

'Learning with and from the Global South: Opportunities 

for Engaging Girls and Young Women with Disabilities 

across Southern Spaces' with Carleton University,) 

Research Projects

Achin Chakraborty

Anwesha Sengupta

Bidhan Kanti Das

Dropout Trends Before and During 

Covid Pandemic in West Bengal with special reference to 

Girls' Dropout'  

Early Marriage among Girls in West 

Bengal: An Investigation through Triangulation of 

Available Data', funded by the Department of Women & 

Child Development and Social Welfare, Government of 

West Bengal [Completed]
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McGill University, University of Guelph, Canada, and 

University of KwaZulu-Natal South Africa.

(Jointly with Saswata Ghosh, Pallabi Das and Rahul 

Rajak) Completed the project 'Understanding the 

Effectiveness of the Sponsorship of Children in West 

Bengal Study' commissioned by Directorate of Child 

Rights and Trafficking, Department of Women and Child 

Development and Social Welfare, Government of West 

Bengal, and UNICEF. August 2023 – March 2024.

Completed the study 'Status of Disabled Children in 

Child Care Institutions in West Bengal' funded by 

Directorate of Child Rights and Trafficking Government 

of  West Bengal.
 
Pallabi Das

(Jointly with Nandini Ghosh, Saswata Ghosh and Rahul 

Rajak) Completed the project 'Understanding the 

Effectiveness of the Sponsorship of Children in West 

Bengal Study' commissioned by Directorate of Child 

Rights and Trafficking, Department of Women and Child 

Development and Social Welfare, Government of West 

Bengal, and UNICEF. August 2023 – March 2024.

Rahul Rajak

(Jointly with Nandini Ghosh, Saswata Ghosh and Pallabi 

Das) Completed the project 'Understanding the 

Effectiveness of the Sponsorship of Children in West 

Bengal Study' commissioned by Directorate of Child 

Rights and Trafficking, Department of Women and Child 

Development and Social Welfare, Government of West 

Bengal, and UNICEF. August 2023 – March 2024.

Saswata Ghosh

(Jointly with Nandini Ghosh, Pallabi Das and Rahul 

Rajak) Completed the project 'Understanding the 

Effectiveness of the Sponsorship of Children in West 

Bengal Study' commissioned by Directorate of Child 

Rights and Trafficking, Department of Women and Child 

Development and Social Welfare, Government of West 

Bengal, and UNICEF. August 2023 – March 2024

Simantini Mukhopadhyay
(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty, Saswata Ghosh and 

Pallabi Das) Engaged in a project '

funded by Pashchim Banga 

Samagra Shiksha Mission, Government of West Bengal.

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty and Saswata Ghosh) 

Engaged in a project '

Subrata Mukherjee

Engaged in a project 'The Impact of Male Out-Migration 

on Women's Financial Autonomy and Child Well-Being 

in Rural West Bengal', sponsored by the Indian Council 

of Social Science Research (ICSSR).

Supurna Banerjee

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta and Sanjoy Kar) Engaged 

in a projecton 'Salt Lake: Exploring a 50 Years History' 

funded by IDSK.

Member, Editorial Board of the Book Series Dynamics of 
Asian Development, Springer

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Indian Journal of 
Human Development

Member, Board of Studies in Economics, Presidency 
University.

Member, Board of Studies in Economics and Politics, 
Visva Bharati University

Member, Board of Studies in Economics, Ramakrishna 
Mission Vidyamandira, Belur

Dropout Trends Before 

and During Covid Pandemic in West Bengal with special 

reference to Girls' Dropout' 

Early Marriage among Girls in West 

Bengal: An Investigation through Triangulation of 

Available Data' funded by the Department of Women & 

Child Development and Social Welfare, Government of 

West Bengal. [Completed]

Association with other Institutions / Membership 
of Organizations /Miscellaneous

Achin Chakraborty
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External Member, Research Advisory Committee for 
Economics, Jadavpur University

External Member, Research Advisory Committee for 
Economics, St Xavier's University

'Eminent Speaker', at Netaji Subhas Administrative 
Training Institute, Government of West Bengal

Examiner of PhD and MPhil theses of various universities 

CICOPS Fellow, University of Pavia, Italy.

Reviewed manuscripts for Springer, Oxford University 
Press, Cambridge University Press, Routledge. 

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Philip Amis) Gareth Wall (University of 
Birmingham): Reflecting Local Priorities for Human 
Development [Completed]

Pragna Paramita Mondal (University of Calcutta): Market 
and Women's Agency in Commercial Surrogacy in India.

Amitava Gupta (IDSK): Some Aspects of Jawaharlal 
Nehru's Idea of Distributive Justice

Dibyendu 
Biswas (IDSK): Aspects of Efficiency and Equity in 
Urbanization [Submitted]

Rivu Basu (IDSK): Causes of Poor Adherence to Long 
Term Therapies: The Case of Anti-Tubercular Drugs

Pintu Kabiraj 
(IDSK): Aspects of Crime in India

Pallavi Mondal (IDSK): Public Policy and State Capacity

Sharannyo Banerjee (IDSK): 
A Social History of Alcohol and Other Substances in 
India

Guest Lecturer, Department of History, West Bengal 
State University, 2017 - present.

Resource Person, Research Methods Workshop, 
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT 
Kharagpur, December 4-10, 2023.

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) 

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) 

(Jointly with Nandini Ghosh) 

Anwesha Sengupta

PhD Supervision

Nisharuddin Khan (IDSK): The Impact of Partition on 
Muslims of Bengal (1947-64)

Sk. Aslam Ahmed (IDSK): 

Sanchari 
Chakraborty (IDSK): Food in the Political Landscape of 
West Bengal: 1947-1967 (Tentative)

Anik Biswas (IDSK): 
Football in Post-Colonial Bengal: Identity, Economy and 
Contestations (Tentative)

Shreya Saha (IDSK): Gendering Crime and Criminality in 
Bengal c.1900- 1970s (Tentative)

PhD Supervisor, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Calcutta

Examiner, Moderator and paper setter, Post Graduate 
Department of Anthropology, University of Calcutta and 
Sidho Kanho Birsa University, Purulia and PG 
Department of  Social Work,  St. Xaviers' University

Member, IUAES Commission on Environment and 
Development

Life Member, Indian National Confederation and  
Academy of Anthropologists ( INCAA)

Member, Indian Anthropological Society, Kolkata

Member, Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Social Sciences and 
Humanities, St. Xaviers' University, Kolkata.

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Nandini Ghosh) Amrapali Mukherjee 
(IDSK): Belief and Practices Around Menstruation Across 
Different Social Groups in West Bengal, India.

(Jointly with Arnab Das) Nandini Kar (University of 
Calcutta): Understanding Livelihood Uncertainties and 
Mechanisms for Coping with Environmental Stress and 
Shocks in Two Ecological Zones of West Bengal.

The Political World of Railway 
Workers : Kharagpur

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) 

(Jointly with Supurna Banerjee) 

Bidhan Kanti Das
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(Jointly with Arnab Das) Priti Bhowmick (University of 
Calcutta) Local Governance of Water and Sanitation in 
the Metropolitan Area of West Bengal: An Ethnographic 
Inquiry.

Kundan Ghosh: An Ethnographic Study of the Culture 
Industry of Sholapith Craft in West Bengal.

(Jointly with Arnab Das) Srija Mandal (University of 
Calcutta), Living in the Streets: An Ethnography of ' 
Homelessness' in Kolkata [Submitted]

(Jointly with Arnab Das) Suman Dasgupta (University of 
Calcutta) A Study of the Marginalised Tribal 
Communities in the Bordering Areas of the Three States 
of Eastern India.

Conducted Sessions on Personality Development and 
Interview Programs for Civil Service Examinees at ATI, 

Kolkata 

Delivered 6 lectures in the Module: Environment and 
Climate Negotiations at 

PhD Supervision

[Awarded]

Naorem Pushparani Chanu (IDSK): Labour Migration: A 
Study of Out-migrants from North-east India to Delhi 
[Submitted]

Samik Roy Chowdhury (IDSK): 

Subhankar Maity (IDSK): Manual Scavenging in West 
Bengal : The Caste Question

Indrani Chakraborty

Gorky Chakraborty

Salt Lake, 

Satyendranath Tagore Civil 
Services Study Centre, ATI, Salt Lake, Kolkata

Biswanath Saha (IDSK): 

Beyond Citizenship: 
Exploring the Emerging Spaces of Non-Citizenship in 
Assam

Hassan Momin (IDSK): Rivers as Borders: A Study on 
Select International Riparian Boundaries of India

Member, Econometric Society

Life Member, Indian Econometric Society

Spatiality and Identity in a 
Borderland: Understanding the Gorkhaland Movement 

PhD Supervision

Abhinab Ghosh (University of Calcutta): Corporate 
Financing, Ownership and Firm Behaviour: A Study of 
Textile Industry in India in the Post-Reform Period.

Aruna Pain (University of Calcutta): Innovation, 
Competition and Firm Performance: An Analysis of 
Indian Pharmaceutical Industry in the Post-reform Period

Sohini Sarkar (IDSK): Mergers and Acquisitions in 
Manufacturing Firms  and its Effects on the Economy: An 
Analysis  of India in the Post-reform Period.

Sukhdeep Singh (IDSK): The Economics of Firm 
Innovation and Role of Competition: A Few Essays on 
Indian Manufacturing Industry.  [Awarded]

Zinnia Mitra Bose (IDSK): Diversification and its Impact 
on Indian Corporate Firms. 

Ujjayini Roy (IDSK): Product Market Competition and 
Firm Behaviour.

Nandini Ghosh

Convenor of Subtheme on Intersectional Vulnerabilities: 
Caste, Religion, Trans and Sexual Minorities, Adivasis, 
Tribes and Disabilities at the 17th National Conference of 
the Indian Association for Women's Studies titled 
Women's Studies and women's movement: Challenges 
and Resilience held at Thiruvananthapuram from 7-10th 
September 2023.

Member of Research Advisory Committee for Ms. 
Zuvairya. A.M (UGC-JRF), at the Department of 
Sociology & Population Studies, Bharathiar University.

Member of Research Advisory Committee for Biswajit 
Ghosh, Doctoral candidate at Department of Sociology, 
Presidency University.

Examiner of M Phil thesis of 2 students at Women's 
Studies Centre, Jadavpur University

PhD Supervision

Rimjhim Bhattacharjee (IDSK): The Representation of the 
Sexualities of Disabled People in Indian Writing in 
English. [Awarded, June 2023]
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(Jointly with Bidhan Kanti Das) Amrapali Mukherjee 
(IDSK): Belief and Practices Around Menstruation Across 
Different Social Groups in West Bengal, India.

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Sharannyo Banerjee 
(IDSK): A Social History of Alcohol and other Substances 
in India. [Tentative]

Sanchari Naskar (IDSK): Exploring Domestic Work: A 
Sociological Study of Dynamics of the Middle-class 
Households of Contemporary Kolkata. [Tentative]

Suchandra Bhaduri (IDSK): Envisaging Initiatives for the 
Disabled in Colonial India: ACase Study of the Blind and 
the Deaf  (Tentative)

(Jointly with Subhanil Chowdhury) Priyanka Roy (IDSK): 
Gendered Negotiations: A Study of Female 
Entrepreneurs in West Bengal.

Pallabi Das

External examiner, Department of Geography, Odd 
semester, 2022-2023, Amity University Kolkata

Paper setter in Geography for the M.Sc. Semester III 
examination, 2023 of Midnapore City College, Paschim 
Medinipur. 

Reviewer of manuscripts for the journals: PLOS One, 
Asian Population Studies.

Saswata Ghosh

Member, PhD Committee, Department of Geography, 
Presidency University, West Bengal

Member, Board of Studies (BOS), Department of 
Geography, Medinipur College (Autonomous), West 
Bengal.

Member, International Advisory Board, Asian Population 
Studies (Routledge; Taylor & Francis).

International Union for the Scientific Study of Population 
(IUSSP)

Asian Population Association (APA)

Visiting Faculty, Department of Economics, Presidency 
University

Visiting Faculty, Department of Economics, University of 
North Bengal

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Utpal Roy) Kakoli Das (IDSK): 
Understanding Contemporary Fertility Transition in 
Rural West Bengal, India [Awarded]

(Jointly with Zaad Mahmood) Kumar Sankar Das (IDSK): 
Welfare State, Social Policy and Conflict in India 
[Tentative]

Simantini Mukhopadhyay

PhD Supervision

Pintu Kabiraj (IDSK): 
Aspects of Crime in India.

Dibyendu Biswas 
(IDSK): Aspects of Efficiency and Equity in Urbanization. 
(Submitted)

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta) Sanchari Chakraborty 
(IDSK): Food in the Political Landscape of West Bengal: 
1947-1967 (Tentative)

PhD Supervision

Priyanka Dasgupta (IDSK): Disease Burden, Government 
Health Expenditure and Household Vulnerability: A 
Study of Indian States [Submitted]

Moderator, odd semester examinations, 2023-24, St. 
Xavier's University Kolkata.

Moderator, odd semester PhD coursework examination, 
2023-24, St. Xavier's University Kolkata.

Moderator, even semester examinations, M.A. in 
Economics, 2023-24, St. Xavier's University, Kolkata.

 Department of Economics, St. Xavier's University, 
Kolkata.

External examiner, Dissertation, UG 6th semester in 
Economics (Honours), St. Xavier's University, Kolkata.

External member in the Research Advisory Committee 
(RAC) of Ms. Moupiyali Koley, PhD research scholar of 
the

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) 

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) 

Subrata Mukherjee
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Monalisha Chakraborty (IDSK): Parental Migration and 
Child Wellbeing [Awarded]

Gopal Biswas (IDSK): Economic Growth, Inequality and 
Population Health in India

Conditional Cash Transfer Programmes in Education for 
Girls: A Study of Kanyashree Prakalpa in West Bengal 
and Savitribhai Phule Kishori Samriddhi Yojana in 
Jharkhand.

Shibthakur Hembram (IDSK): Livelihood Strategies and 
Quality of Life of Tribal Communities Living in Urban 
Areas: A Study in Kolkata (Tentative)

(Jointly with Supurna Banerjee) Soumi Mukherjee (IDSK): 

Supurna Banerjee

PhD Supervision

Nur Alam (IDSK): Displacement Migration and 
Livelihood in Malda District: A Study of Two Villages

( J o i n t l y  w i t h  S u b r a t a  M u k h e r j e e )  
Conditional Cash Transfer 

Programmes in Education for Girls: A Study of 
Kanyashree Prakalpa in West Bengal and Savitribhai 
Phule Kishori Samriddhi Yojana in Jharkhand

Avishek Mistry (IDSK): Interrogating Dalit Women's 
Literary Representation, Translation and Publication in 
the Context of Dalit Life Writings from Bengal.

Anik Biswas (IDSK): Football in Post-Colonial Bengal: 
Identity, Economy, and Contestations (Tentative)

S o u m i  
Mukherjee(IDSK): 



Support from ICSSR9

IDSK has been recognized by the Indian Council of Social Science Research 

(ICSSR) under the 'New Category of ICSSR recognized Institutes' in 2014. 

ICSSR agreed to provide the following support from 2015:

1. To sponsor 5 Doctoral, 2 Post-doctoral and 2 Senior Fellowships. 
Doctoral Fellowships have since been brought down to 2, and Post-
Doctoral and Senior Fellowships are now centrally decided by ICSSR.

2. To organize joint seminars and conferences with ICSSR. IDSK has so 
far organized a number seminars and conferences with support from 
ICSSR.

3. To provide facility of databases/e-resources viz. JSTOR, Econlit FULL 
Text, INDIASTAT & PROWESS. At present ICSSR is not providing this 
facility.

ANNUAL REPORT 2023-24

49



Publications10

Achin Chakraborty 

Book

(edited jointly with Indrani Chakraborty) Indian Business Groups and other 
Corporations: Comparative Organisational Perspectives on Indian 
Corporate Firms, Springer, 2023.

Article in Edited Volume

'Unequal Inequalities in India: Income and Non-Income Dimensions' in A. 
Raychaudhuri and A. Ghosh (eds) Managing Pandemic and Correcting 
Development Fundamentals, edited by, Springer, 2023.

(Jointly with H.K. Dwivedi and S.K. Sinha) 'An Analysis of the Impact of GST 
on States' Indirect Tax Revenue and on Economic Formalization with Special 
Focus on West Bengal', in T. Banerjee Chatterjee, A. Ghose, P. Roy (eds) Risks 
and Resilience of Emerging Economies: Essays in Honour of Professor Ajitava 
Raychaudhuri, Springer, 2023.

Amiya Kumar Bagchi 

Review

Peer Reviewed Article

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) 'The Politics of Child Undernutrition 
Data in India', Economic and Political Weekly, 58(17), 2023: 33-36.

Review of City Intelligible: A Philosophical and Historical Anthropology of 
Global Commodification Before Industrialisation by Frank Perlin(2020), Brill, 
Journal of the Asiatic Society LXV(3), pp.197-210.
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Anwesha Sengupta

Article in Edited Volume

'Of Conflict and Cooperation: The Material Implications 
of British India's Partition' in Rituparna Roy, Jayanta 
Sengupta, and Sekhar Bandyopadhyay (eds.), The Long 
History of Partition in Bengal Event, Memory, 
Representations, Routledge, London and New York, 
2024.

(in Bānglā) 'Deshbhag O Kolkatar Muslim Sampraday: 
Sankhyaloghu Hoy Othar Itihash' in Mridul Haque (ed.) 
Danga, Deshbhag O Udbastu Samay, Mandas, Kolkata, 
2024. 

Other Publications

(Jointly with Supurna Banerjee and Simantini 
Mukhopadhyay), A Start Named Bibha and Other Stories, 
Harper Collins, New Delhi, 2024.

(in Bānglā) [Jointly with Supurna Banerjee] Itihashe 
Haatekhari: Chaer Dunia, IDSK, Kolkata, 2023.

(in Bānglā) 'Satchollisher Barsha: Deshbhag O Brishtir 
Aloadhari', Prashongik O prashongik, 21 August 2023.

Report

[with Debarati Bagchi, Devtanu Raha and Wasim Helal] 
Introducing Itihase Hatekhari: Interactions with 
Children, IDSK, Dec 2023. Link -  https: / /  
zenodo.org/records/10360717

Bidhan Kanti Das

Article in Edited Volume

'Professor Pranab Ganguly and his Transformation from 
Physical to Bio-cultural Anthropology', in Sarthak 
Sengupta (ed.) Architects of Anthropology in India, Vol 
III. Gyan Publishers, New Delhi. 

Other Publications

(in Bānglā) 'Bagh Thakbe, Manush Noi', Ananda Bazar 
Patrika, 10 June 2023.

(in Bānglā) 'Jangal Dokholer Path Tairi Kora', Ananda 
Bazar Patrika, 17 August 2023.

Indrani Chakraborty

Edited Book

(jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Indian Business Groups 
and other Corporations: Comparative Organisational 
Perspectives on Indian Corporate Firms, Springer, 2023.

Peer Reviewed Article

'Uncovering Heterogeneity in the Relationship between 
Competition, Corporate Governance and Firm 
Performance using Quantile Regression: Evidence from 
India', 2023, 3(2), Asia and the Global Economy, 
Elsevier.

(Jointly with Paul Kattuman)'The Impact of Mergers and 
Acquisitions on Performance of Firms: A Pre- and Post-
TRIPs Analysis of India's Pharmaceutical Industry',2023, 
Asia and the Global Economy, Elsevier. 

(Jointly with Ujjayini Roy) 'Market Concentration, 
Agency Cost and Firm Performance A Case Study on 
Indian Corporate Firms', 2023, Economic Change and 
Restructuring, Springer, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10644-
023-09529-1

(Jointly with Aruna Pain) 'Factors Driving R&D in the 
Pharmaceutical Industry in India: A Study of the Post-
Liberalization Period', 2023, Journal of Quantitative 
Economics, Springer, http://doi.org/10.1007/s4093-023-
00353-y

(Jointly with Sukhdeep Singh) 'Family Involvement, 
Innovation and Product Market Competition', 2023, 
Economics of Transition and Institutional Change, 
Wiley, DOI: 10.1111/ ecot.12388

(Jointly with Ansgar Richter) 'Promoter Ownership and 
Performance in Publicly Listed Firms in India: Does 
Group Affiliation Matter?', in Indian Business Groups and 
other Corporations: Comparative Organisational 
Perspectives on Indian Corporate Firms, edited by Achin 
Chakraborty and Indrani Chakraborty, Springer, 2023.

Other Publication

(in Bānglā) Unnotir Jonnyo Udbhabon, Anandabazar 
Patrika, 6 March, 2024.
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Nandini Ghosh

Edited Book

Handbook on Media and Child Rights, commissioned by 
the West Bengal Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights, 2023.

Peer Reviewed Articles 

'Pandemic, Persons with Disabilities and Resurgent 
Networks in Peace Prints', South Asian Journal of 
Peacebuilding, Vol. 9, No. 1, Winter 2023.

'Urban Markets and Disability Access: A Case Study of 
Kolkata', The Eastern Anthropologist 76: 4 (2023).

(Jointly with Sanjukta Choudhury Kaul) 'Tata Group and 
Business Response to Disability (1951-1992) Medical 
Interventions, Rehabilitation and Livelihood', Journal of 
Management History,  June 2023.

Other Publications

'Domestic Violence and Disabled Women – Reflections 
f r o m  t h e  F i e l d ' ,   2 3  N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 2 3 ;  
https://vartagensex.org/2023/11/23/domestic-violence-
and-disabled-women-reflections-from-the-field/

Review

Review of Disability Studies in India: Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives by Nilika Mehrotra published in Indian 
Anthropologist, January – December 2022, Vol. 52, No. 
1/2 (January – December 2022), pp. 161-164 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27220604

Reports

Report on Status of Disabled Children in Child Care 
Institutions in West Bengal submitted to Directorate of 
Child Rights and Trafficking, Department of Women and 
Child Development and Social Welfare, Government of 
West Bengal.

Report on Understanding the Effectiveness of the 
Sponsorship of Children in West Bengal Study submitted 
to Directorate of Child Rights and Trafficking, 
Department of Women and Child Development and 
Social Welfare, Government of West Bengal.

Pallabi Das

Peer Reviewed Article 

(Jointly with Zakir Husain) 'Reducing Child Diarrhoea in 
India: Shifting Policy Focus from Source of Water to 
Quality', Water Resources and Economics, 42, 100221. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wre.2023.100221 , April 2023.

Report

(Jointly with Saswata Ghosh) Hindu-Muslim Fertility 
Differentials at District Level in Selected States in India: 
An Update, At Ideas for India [I4I], International Growth 
Centre (IGC),directed by University of Oxford and 
London School of Economics and Political Science, 
h t t p s : / / w w w . i d e a s f o r i n d i a . i n / t o p i c s / s o c i a l -
identity/hindu-muslim-fertility-differentials-in-india-an-
update.html, April 2023.

Rahul Rajak

Article in Edited Volume

(Jointly with Priya Maurya and Aparajita Chattopadhyay) 
'Occupational Health of Selected Industry Workers in 
India: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis', India 
Population Report, Cambridge University Press, 2023.

Peer Reviewed Articles

(Jointly with Arup Jana, Aparajita Chattopadhyay, 
Sushmita Singh and Jitender Prasad) 'Perception Versus 
Actual Value of Quality of Drinking Water: A Case Study 
of Iron and Steel Industry in West Bengal, India', Nature 
Environment and Pollution Technology,  22(3), 1503-
1512, 2023.

(Jointly with Sushmita Singh) 'Barriers in Utilization and 
Provisioning of Obstetric Care Services (OCS) in India: A 
Mixed-methods Systematic Review.', BMC Pregnancy 
and Childbirth,  24(1), 16, 2024.

Saswata Ghosh

Peer Reviewed Articles

(Jointly with A. K. Das, A.K. Srivastava, R. Bhargava, R. 
Gupta and R.R. Singh) 'The Adequacy of Health System 
Measures in Reducing Vulnerability to COVID-19 
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Among the Health Care Providers Working in Primary 
Health Care in Rajasthan, India: A Cross-sectional Study', 
Journal of Health Management, published online March 
21, 2024.

(Jointly with K Das) 'Factors Affecting Inequity in 
Institutional Delivery and Choice of Providers: The Role 
of Janani Suraksha Yojana and Community Health 
Workers in Bihar', in, S. R.Mahapatro, U.S. Mishra, S. 
Swain (eds.) Health and Nutrition of Women and 
Children in Empowered Action Group States of India, 
Routledge: London: , 205-228, 2023.

(Jointly with K Das and Mary K. Shenk) 'Responsibility, 
Social Aspirations, and Contemporary Low Fertility: A 
case Study of Rural West Bengal, India', Asian Population 
Studies published online 28 November, 2023.

(Jointly with Z. Husain, M. Dutta & S.S. Dutta) '

Simantini Mukhopadhyay

Peer Reviewed Articles 

Impact of 
Economic Shocks on Mental Health during COVID-19: A 
Longitudinal Study of Adult Residents of Indian 
Metropolitan Cities', Indian Journal of Psychiatry, 65(5): 
550-557, 2023. 

Book Chapter

'Revisiting Women's Empowerment as an Agriculture-
Nutrition Pathway Using The Framework of 
Intersectionality in India' in S. Mahendra Dev, A. 
Ganesh-Kumar, Vijay Laxmi Pandey (Eds) Achieving 
Zero Hunger in India: Challenges and Policies, Springer, 
2024.

'Consumption Shocks in Rural India During the COVID-
19 Lockdown', Economics Bulletin, 2023: 42(2).

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) 'The Politics of Child 
Undernutrition Data in India', Economic and Political 
Weekly, 58(17), 2023: 33-36. 

'Using Alienation to Understand the Link Between Work 
and Capabilities', Journal of Human Development and 
Capabilities, 2024:25:1, 151-169, DOI: 10.1080/ 
19452829.2023.2300626. 

'Using Alienation to Understand the Link Between Work 
and Capabilities', IDSK Occasional Paper 79, 2023.

(In ) 'Bhrantibilas, Ekti Doinondin Kissa', Sunday 
Supplement, Ei Samay, 2 April 2023

(In ) Review of Meyeder Vote by Swati 
Bhattacharya, Anandabazar Patrika, 15 July 2023

(In ) 'Ashirbad Na Abhishap?' Anandabazar 
Patrika, 9 September 2023

(In ) 'Keno Cheye Achho Go Maa', Anandabazar 
Patrika, 21 October 2023

(In ) 'Koyekta Nacchor Prashno', Anandabazar 
Patrika, 20 December 2023

(In ) 'Nirbachani Boktritai Bote', Anandabazar 
Patrika, 2 February 2024

Other Publications

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta and Supurna Banerjee), 
A Start Named Bibha and Other Stories, Harper Collins, 
New Delhi, 2024.

Bānglā

Bānglā

Bānglā

Bānglā

Bānglā

Bānglā

Subrata Mukherjee

Peer Reviewed Articles

(Jointly with T Dhar) 'Media, Information and Quality of 
Knowledge: A Study of Health News from Two 
Newspapers' in B K Das, G Chakraborty and A Guha (eds) 
Knowledge, Power and Ignorance: The Indian Context, 
Routledge – Taylor and Francis, 2024,

(Jointly with Monalisha Chakraborty) 'Does Parental Out-
migration Affect Nutritional Health Status and Morbidity 
Among Children? Evidence From India Human 
Development Survey Data for the Empowered Action 
Group States', Journal of Health Management, March 
2024, doi:10.1177/09720634241236843.

(Jointly with Ashmita Gupta) 'Health and Curative Health 
Care in Bihar: A Comparative Study' in S K Bhaumik (ed.) 
Development with Justice: The Bihar Experience, 
Routledge- Taylor and Francis, 2023,  ISBN 
9781032626376

ISBN 
9781032787084
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Supurna Banerjee

Book Chapter

'Domestic Work in India: Examining Caste and Gender in 
Constructing Labour' in Gurminder K. Bhambra, Lucy 
Mayblin, Kathryn Medien and Mara Viveros Vigoya (eds.) 
Sage Handbookof Global Sociology, November 2023.

Peer Reviewed Article

'Laboring Femininities: Skill, Body and Class-making 
Among Beauty Workers in India', International Labour 
and Working-Class History, October 2023.

Other Publications

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta and Simantini 
Mukhopadhyay), A Star Named Bibha and Other Stories, 
Harper Collins, New Delhi, 2024.

(in Bānglā) [Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta] Itihashe 
Haatekhari: Chaer Dunia, IDSK, Kolkata, 2023.

Institutional Publications

Occasional Papers

79. Using Alienation to Understand the Link between 
Work and Capabilities, Simantini Mukhopadhyay, 
August 2023.

80. The Cumulative Effect of Parental Migration on the 
Educational Outcomes of Children in Rural West 
Bengal: Combining India Human Development 
Survey and a Primary Survey Data, Monalisha 
Chakraborty & Subrata Mukherjee, August 2023.

81. Understanding Coercion as a System and Practice: 
Tea Plantations of West Bengal, Supurna Banerjee, 
February 2024.

82. Non-fatal Occupational Injury Among Male Workers 
in India : A Systematic Review, Rahul Rajak, March 
2024



Knowledge Resource Centre 
(Library)

11

The IDSK Library is an ideal place for knowledge enhancement of academics 

as well as research professionals. It began functioning from December 2002 at 

5th floor of Alipore Campus of Calcutta University. It has moved to its present 

own campus at Salt Lake in 2010. The Library occupies two floors (2nd and 3rd 

floor, 1700 sq. ft. each) of southern block of the building.

The Library houses an impressive number of knowledge resources focussing 

on various research areas in Development Studies, Economics, Sociology, 

Demography, Education, Public Health, Political Science, Gender Studies, 

Anthropology, Ethnography, Environmental Studies, Regional Development, 

Human Sciences and Globalization. It has a total collection of 20874 

processed documents including books, bound journals and other processed 

documents of which IDSK's collection is 10465, Rabindranath Tagore Centre 

for Human Development Studies' collection is 4102 and the rest 6318 are 

gifted collections.

From April 1, 2023 to 31st March 2024, the library has accessioned 53 

purchased books, 31 gifted books and 2 PhD theses. The Library subscribes 

the following print journals: Journal of Indian Anthropological Society, 

Awards Digest, Review of Agrarian Studies, Biblio: A Review of Books, 

Science and Culture, The Book Review, The Indian Journal of Labour 

Economics, Journal of Educational Planning and Administration, Sudhu 

Sundarban Charcha, Desh, Boier Desh, Social Scientist, Frontline, IASLIC 

Bulletin, Yojana.  Twenty four journals (online) of Sage publication, EPW 

(online), Down To Earth (online), Grassroots (online) have also been 

subscribed by the Library. The library has procured JSTOR Developing 

Nations Collection Package (More than 2000 Journals).  The Library procures 

EPWRF India Time Series and Indiastat databases. The Library purchases four 
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newspapers The Hindu, Business Line, Business Standard 

and Labanhrad Sambad.

The Library possesses tools for processing documents. 

These include Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) 

22nd and 23rd edition, Anglo American Cataloguing 

Rules (AACR-2R), Sears List of Subject Headings 17th and 

20th edition, C.A. Cutter's 3- figure Author table fully 

revised edition, American Library Association (ALA) 

filing rules. The Library uses Cutter-Sanborn four figure 

table of OCLC Dewey Cutter Program v1.10.6 digital 

version of author table for book number preparation.  

Before circulation books are attached with barcode 

labels.

The Library earlier used SOUL version 1 (Software for 

University Libraries) for its on-going automation 

activities. Till March 2018, the library has entered and 

processed 16231 documents in SOUL. Since April 2018 

SOUL software is not used in full-fledged form. From 

December 2017 the library has started its automation 

functions in Koha. The library has got more prominent 

look through its newly created website where all types of 

information regarding the library like about the library, 

collection, brief history, library committee, web opac, 

visitor counting, publications of IDSK faculty, notice 

regarding library etc. are found.

The Library provides services to different types of 

potential users who are the Students (M.Phil), Research 

Scholars (PhD), members of Academic Council, 

members of Governing Council, Postdoctoral Fellows, 

Senior Research Fellows and Staff of this institution. The 

internal users enjoy library lending, document delivery 

and reading facilities. IDSK Library also provides reading 

facility to external scholars. 

The library provides following services to its members:

1. Circulation Services: Internal members have availed 

the lending facility as regular members of the library.

2. Reading and References Services: During the period, 

many users have visited the library physically for 

reading and references purpose.

3. WebOPAC Services: Users also accessed the Web 

OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) service in 

and outside the Library.

4. Document Delivery Services:

a. Reprographic Services

b. Electronic Document Delivery Services

c. Document Scan Service.

5. Inter Library Loan Services: The Library is an 

institutional member of Indian Statistical Institute 

Kolkata, DELNET and American Information Resource 

Centre Kolkata.

Participation in Seminars / Conferences / Workshops / 

Discussions/ Invited Lectures

Joint Convenor for the two-day International Conference 

on Building Information Resilient Society in the 

Changing Information Ecosystem jointly organised by 

Institute of Development Studies Kolkata, and University 

of Calcutta, India, 27-2

of Social 

Science Research in India: A Scientometric Perspective', 

(Reference ID: COLLNET2023-062) in the 17th 

International Conference on Webometrics, Informetrics, 

and Scientometrics (WIS) and 22nd COLLNET Meeting 

2023, at East West University, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 8-10 

Activities of Library Staff:

Sanjoy Kar

8 March, 2024. https://sites. 

google.com/caluniv.ac.in/irieconf

Presented a paper 'Data Literacy Among the Indian LIS 

Professionals to Build a Data Resilient Community: An 

Empirical Study' in the two-day National Seminar on 

Vision of library Services in Digital India in the backdrop 

of NEP 2020, organized by Vidyasagar University, 12-13 

March, 2024.

Presented a paper 'Exploring the Frontiers 
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December 2023.

Presented a paper 'Data Papers in Social Science: An 

Evidence-Based Longitudinal Analysis Using 

Scientometric Methods', (Reference ID: COLLNET2023-

063) in the 17th International Conference on 

Webometrics, Informetrics, and Scientometrics (WIS) 

and 22nd COLLNET Meeting 2023, at East West 

University, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 8-10 December 2023.

Research Projects

Sanjoy Kar

Archiving the Scientific Contribution of Professor Amiya 

Kumar Bagchi

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta and Supurna Banerjee) 

Engaged in a project ‘Salt Lake : Exploring a 50 Years 

History’ funded by IDSK.

Association with other Institutions / Membership of 

Organizations /Miscellaneous

Ashok Pal

Life member of Bengal Library Association (BLA) 

Life member of Indian Library Association (ILA)

Sanjoy Kar

Member of Association for Information Science and 

Technology (ASIS&T), Silver Spring, Maryland, United 

States

Member of Research Data Alliance (RDA), New York, 

United States

Life Member, Council of the Indian Statistical Institute, 

Kolkata

Life Member, Indian Library Association (ILA), New 

DelhiAcademic Counselor and enlisted guide/supervisor 

for MLISc dissertation, Indira Gandhi National Open 

University (IGNOU), New Delhi

Academic Counselor and enlisted guide/supervisor for 

MLISc dissertation, Netaji Subhas Open University 

(NSOU), Kolkata.

Book

Ashok Pal

(Jointly with Arindam Sarkar) Dewey Decimal 

Classification: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow, Lambert 

Academic Publishing, London, 2023 (ISBN-9 7 8 6 2 0 6 1 

4 3 4 9 9).

(Jointly with Sanjoy Kar) Fundamentals of Webometrics, 

Ess Ess Publications, New Delhi, 2023(ISBN-

9789392594656.

Short Introduction to Conservation of Library and 

Archival Documents, Lambert Academic Publishing, 

London, 2023 (ISBN-9786206167242

Sanjoy Kar

(Jointly with Ashok Pal) Fundamentals of Webometrics, 

Ess Ess Publications, New Delhi, 2023 (ISBN-

9789392594656.

Journal Articles

A Fair Possibility of Tracking Scientific Retractions 

through Crossref for Sustainability of Science. Journal of 

Data Sc

Publications:

ience, Informetrics, and Citation Studies, 3(1), 

90-92. DOI: 

Data Management for Social Scientists: From Files to 

Databases. Journal of Data Science, Informetrics, and 

Citation Studies, 2(3), 273-278. DOI: https://doi.org/ 

10.5530/jcitation.2.3.37
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Computer Infrastructure12

Computer infrastructure of IDSK consists of compatible computer hardware 

and the latest networking equipment and software. Round the clock Internet 

access is available on campus to students, faculty and staff. All the computers 

on campus are connected through Ethernet-based LAN30 MBPS leased line is 

used for Internet connection throughout the campus.

Computer Lab

IDSK has a computer lab with 18 desktop PCs connected to the Internet and 

available for use by students and research staff. Network laser printers and HP 

colour scanners are available for printing and scanning purposes. The OPAC 

(Online Public Access Catalogue) of our library can also be accessed from the 

PCs in the computer lab.

Operating Systems and Softwares

The servers are powered LINUX and Server 2008. Other than the regular 

Windows 7 and Windows 8 operating systems, MS Office and Adobe 

Professional packages for individual desktops, IDSK provides its faculty, 

research staff, and students with the latest software for statistical and 

econometrics purposes. These include:

o Stata

o Eviews

o CSPro

o Win Rats

o Win Cats

o NVivo 12

The databases maintained at IDSK are Prowess and CapitaLines
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Director and Professor of Economics

Indrani Chakraborty
(Economics)
Corporate Finance, International Finance, 
Econometrics, Development Economics

Emeritus Professor

Amiya Kumar Bagchi
(Economics)
Political Economy, Economic History,
International Finance

Professor
Achin Chakraborty
Welfare Economics, Human  Development, 
Methodology

Associate Professors

Bidhan Kanti Das
(Anthropology)
Tribal Studies, Social Ecology,
Local Forest Management

Gorky Chakraborty
(Economics)
Development Related Issues
in North-east India

Faculty and 
Areas of Interest13
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Saswata Ghosh
(Demography)
Low Fertility, Son Preference, Social Demography, 
Religious Demography

Subrata Mukherjee
(Economics)
Health Economics, Applied
Microeconometrics, Quantitative Methods

Honorary Visiting Professors

Abhirup Sarkar
Economic Development, International Trade, 
Political Economy

Assistant Professors

Anwesha Sengupta
(History)
Decolonization in South Asia, 
Forced Migration Studies, Border Studies

Nandini Ghosh
(Sociology)
Gender Studies, Disability Studies

Anindya Sen
Industrial Organisation, Development Economics

Pallabi Das
(Population Studies)
Population & Social Geography, Public Health, 

Cultural Demography, Maternal
and Child Health, Spatial Econometrics

Rahul Rajak
(Population Studies)
Occupational Health, Maternal & Adolescent
Health, Urban Demography, Population Policies, 
Quantitative Analysis

Simantini Mukhopadhyay
(Economics)
Health Economics, Child Health and Nutrition, 
Measurement of Poverty and Inequality, 
Microeconometrics

Supurna Banerjee
(Political Science)
Gender, Women, Labour, Migration,
Social Space, Activism

ICSSR Senior Fellows

Uttam Bhattacharya
Machine Tool Industry in the Context of 
“Making of India”: An Assessment of its 
Potential Contribution Towards Manufacturing 
Output and Employment

ICSSR Post-doctoral Fellows

Sasmita Jena

Visiting Scholar

Sandra Barnreuther
Senior Researcher and Lecturer
Institut fur Sozialanthropologie und .
Empirische Kulturwissenschaft (ISEK)
Universitat Zurich

Pratistha Sengupta

US Fullbright-Nehru Senior Scholar

Mary K. Shenk
Associate Professor of Anthropology, 
Demography  & Asian Studies
The Pennsylvania State University, USA
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Administration

Soumendra Kanta Lahiri Choudhuri Accounts Officer

Sumit Dutta Office Superintendent

Sanchari Guha Samanta P.A. to the Director 

Biswajit Nandi Accountant-cum-cashier 

Kakali De Office Assistant

Kaustav Tarafdar Office Assistant

Gautam Bera Accounts Clerk

Avirup Mitra Electrician-cum-caretaker

Ashok Kumar Patra Office Attendant

Bijoy Das Office Attendant

Biswanath Das Office Attendant

Sk. Rahaman Ali Office Attendant

Library

Ashok Pal Assistant Librarian

Sanjoy Kar Assistant Librarian

Sovan Sardar Library Assistant

Sharat Biswas Library Assistant

Computer Lab

Sanjit Kumar Bandyopadhyay Computer Laboratory Assistant

Administrative, Library
and Technical Staff14
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Governing Council15

1. Professor Sabyasachi Basu Raychaudhury President
(Vice-Chancellor, Rabindra Bharati University)

2. Professor Indrani Chakraborty Director
(Professor of Economics, IDSK)

3. Professor Anindya Jyoti Majumdar Secretary
(Professor of International Relations, Jadavpur University)

4. Professor Pujan Kumar Sen Treasurer
(Professor of Sociology, University of Kalyani)

5. Professor Amiya Kumar Bagchi Member
(Emeritus Professor of Economics and Founder Director, IDSK)

6. Professor Abhirup Sarkar Member
(Professor of Economics, ISI, Kolkata)

7. Professor Amitava Raychaudhuri Member
(Professor of Physics, University of Calcutta)

8. Professor Himadri Banerjee Member
(Former Professor of History, Jadavpur University)

9. Professor Sanchari Roy Mukherjee Member
(Professor of Economics, University of North Bengal)

10. Professor Syamal Roy Member
(ICMR Emeritus & Former Chief Scientist, CSIR, Indian  
Institute of Chemical Biology,Former Vice-Chancellor, 
Coochbehar Panchanan Barma University)

11. Mr. Manish Jain, IAS Member
(Principal Secretary, Higher Education, Govt of West Bengal)

12. Dr. Manoj Pant, IAS Member
(Additional Chief Secretary, Finance, Govt of West Bengal)

13. Dr. Bidhan Kanti Das Member
(Representative of Academic Staff, IDSK) 

14. Dr.Nandini Ghosh Member
(Representative of Academic Staff, IDSK) 

15. Mr. Kaustav Tarafdar Member
(Representative of Administrative & Technical Staff, IDSK)
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Details of Receipts and Payments during the year 2023 - 2024 are indicated below:

I. Receipts Rs in t

a) Grant from Government of West Bengal 39,038.90     
b) Fund Received From projects 5,325.30
c) Interest on bank deposits 474.23
d) Miscellaneous receipts 1,679.43

Total Receipts (I) 46, 517.86

II. Payments Rs in thousand

A Revenue Expenditure

a) Salary 30,619.45
b) Maintenance expenditure 11,265.96
c) Outstanding expenditure                2,707.92

Total 44,593.33

B Capital Expenditure

I) Office machinery & Other Equipments 910.61
ii) Books & journals 255.87  

Total     1,166.48     

PAYMENTS (A+B) 45,759.81

C Difference of Opening & Closing Balance 758.05
of Cash, Bank & Investment

TOTAL PAYMENTS II (A+B+C) 46,517.86

TOTAL I = TOTAL II 46,517.86

housand

16 Financial Statement
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