ANNUAL
REPORT

INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES KOLKATA



Participants of the Conference Disability Justice :
pLooking Beyond Ableist Frames, 12-13 November 2024

In Memoriam: Professor Amiya Kumar Bagchi, 9 December 2024



Annual Report
2024-25

clopment
Q\“a\ S!"oj.-

23
Ly
%

]
o
5

P
- DSK
e 3
%, §

‘;3:

OF, &<
06"9!01; ment N

INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES KOLKATA

DD-27/D, SECTOR-I, Saltlake, Kolkata - 700 064, Phone : + 91 33 2321-3120/21/99
Fax : +91 33 2321 3119, E-mail : idsk@idskmail.com
Website : www.idsk.edu.in






Contents

Introduction

IDSK at a Glance

Research Output

Sponsored Research Projects
Collaborations

Conferences / Seminars/ Lectures at IDSK
Academic Programmes

Student Dissertations

Faculty Activities

Support from ICSSR

Publications

Knowledge Resource Centre (Library)
Computer Infrastructure

Faculty and Areas of Interest
Administrative, Library and Technical Staff
Governing Council

Financial Statement

Page No.

20
24
25
28
29
33
45
46
51
54
55
57
58

59






1 Introduction

The Institute of Development Studies Kolkata (IDSK) was promoted by
the Government of West Bengal as an autonomous centre of excellence
in social sciences and was founded in 2002 as a registered society with a
governing body comprising eminent scholars and Government’s
nominees. It is fully funded by the Government of West Bengal. During
the twenty-three years of its existence, IDSK has made its mark in the
world of research in social sciences and humanities in India. In 2014,
the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) recognized IDSK
under the ‘New Category of ICSSR Recognized Institutes’.

The Governing Council of IDSK comprises eminent scholars and
representatives of the Government of West Bengal. The Council is now
headed by Professor Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury as the President.

IDSK is devoted to advanced academic research and informed policy
advice in the areas of education, health, gender, employment,
technology, communication, governance, human sciences and
economic development. Other important programmes included
training of research scholars in the social sciences working towards
MPhil or PhD degrees. IDSK conducts PhD in Development Studies in
collaboration with the University of Calcutta. The Institute is committed
to dissemination of its research findings through workshops, seminars,
publications in the media, and other public counselling and education
programmes.

IDSK has actively collaborated with a good number of academic

] institutions in India and abroad. Its close association with the University
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of Calcutta started since its inception. Other
institutions with which IDSK has actively
collaborated in the recent years include the Monash
University (Australia), University of Melbourne,
University of Geneva, University of Rome “La
Sapienza”, Italy, and others.

The University Grants Commission (UGC)
sponsored the setting up of the Rabindranath Tagore
Centre for Human Development Studies (RTCHDS)
under the auspices of IDSK through the University
of Calcutta. The Advisory Committee of RTCHDS is
headed by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Calcutta as Chairperson, the Director of IDSK as
Vice-Chairperson and with other representatives
from IDSK and the University of Calcutta including
the Pro-Vice Chancellor (Academic) and Pro-Vice
Chancellor (Finance). The academic programmes of

the Centre include organizing seminars, financially
supporting faculty research, supporting doctoral
research, hosting post-doctoral fellows and visiting
academics at various levels.

IDSK took an initiative to set up an archive on the
history of Salt Lake in celebration of the fiftieth year
of the township in the past year. The generous
donation of rupees one lakh that IDSK received
from Professor Amiya Kumar Bagchi, Founder-
Director and Emeritus Professor of IDSK, was
utilised for the purpose. The archive has been
dedicated to the memory of Professor Jasodhara
Bagchi.

IDSK deeply mourns the sad demise of Professor
Amiya Kumar Bagchi, the Founder-director of IDSK
on 28 November 2024.

IDSK at a Glance

Established in

Members of faculty (as on March 31, 2025)
PhD awardees under IDSK faculty supervision till date
PhD scholars being supervised by IDSK faculty

MPhil Awardees till date
Completed sponsored projects
Ongoing Projects

Occasional Papers

Working Papers

Special Lecture Series

2002
10
38
40

168
54

84
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) Research Output

(based on research publications during 2024-25)

INEQUALITIES, MARGINALISATION

The edited volume Revisiting Inequality: Theoretical and Methodological
Advances with Empirical Examples from India, Routledge, 2024 by Achin
Chakraborty and Simantini Mukhopadhyay discusses the current state of
knowledge on the conceptual understanding of inequality. The book poses a
range of empirical puzzles in the Indian context and examines inequalities
across categories of the region of residence, caste, and sex, using a fascinating

range of outcome indicators, comprising education, health, earnings, self-
employment, and crime. The empirical chapters of this volume use various
large-scale secondary data sources to expose the deep-rooted, structural
inequalities in the Indian society. It answers some of the pertinent questions
around inequality such as why do the backward regions of India continue to
remain backward, both in terms of economic and human development
indicators? Why do enterprises owned by backward caste individuals have
systematically lower business earnings? Are backward castes and women
more likely to face crime when their relative status improves? How do the
circumstances that children find given at birth influence their learning
outcomes? etc. The book will be of interest to teachers, students, and
researchers of economics of education, development studies, development
economics, and Indian economics. It will also be useful for policymakers,
academicians, and anyone curious to learn about inequality.

As editors, they have written a chapter ‘Introduction” in the volume Revisiting
Inequality: Theoretical and Methodological Advances with Empirical
Examples from India, Achin Chakraborty and Simantini Mukhopadhyay (Eds)
Routledge (2024). They argue that the phase of inequality research which
ensued at the beginning of this century is marked by a renewed interest in
moral philosophical questions and conceptual innovations to address new
questions that have emerged and old questions which demand newer answers

P ina rapidly changing world. Also, this phase seems to bear the promise of a
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fruitful dialogue between economists and sociologists to
understand inequality. This book revisits some of the
fundamental moral philosophical questions around
distributional issues in the current context. It has
contributions from leading inequality scholars which
summarise and advance the current state of knowledge
on certain pressing questions in inequality
measurement. It also includes a rich set of empirical
studies in the Indian context, covering a wide range of
issues such as education, health, self-employment, and
crime. Inequalities along the axes of the region of
residence, caste, class, and sex are studied.

Additionally, Simantini Mukhopadhyay has authored a
chapter, ‘Unpacking Convergence in Child
Undernutrition across the Indian States’ in Revisiting
Inequality: Theoretical and Methodological Advances
with Empirical Examples from India, Achin Chakraborty
and Simantini Mukhopadhyay (Eds). She demonstrates
that economic growth in India has not been associated
with commensurate progress in the space of human
development. Also, the story of progress has differed
substantially across the states of India. Recent research in
the Indian context has highlighted the importance of
fractal inequality or inequality between sub-groups of
sub-groups. SDG 10 calls for lowering inequalities
within countries between sub-groups of the population,
grouped according to parameters with social, historical
and political salience, such as race, ethnicity and social
group affiliation. This chapter explores the progress in
reducing child undernutrition in India across the
intersections of the region of residence and social group
affiliation. The chapter also tries to map the inequalities
in child nutrition to those in resources that are known to
affect it, namely sanitation facilities. It comes up with the
normatively disturbing finding that higher initial levels of
stunting were not significantly associated with greater
improvements in sanitation in the subsequent period.

In the article ‘Quantitative Insights on Dalit Assertion
and Caste Violence in India’, Economic and Political
Weekly 60 (9), 70-72, Simantini Mukhopadhyay (jointly
with Pintu Kabiraj), argues that while qualitative analysis
helps us understand the processes that lead to
coordinated and systematic group violence against
Dalits, the context-specific substantive findings may be

strengthened and integrated using insights from recent
quantitative studies using large-scale national-level
datasets from India. Such inquiries have unequivocally
shown that declining gaps in economic status between
Dalits and upper castes have led to the perpetration of
caste violence in India. Analysing national-level NCRB
data on the pendency of court disposals of the Indian
Penal Code crime cases, we find an interesting pattern.
While the pendency rate in court disposals of caste
crimes (78.4%) was lower than that of total crimes
(83.3%) in 2004, the pattern has reversed over time. In
2022, the rates were 94.4% and 89.45, respectively.
Again, the pendency rate in police disposal of crime
against Dalits has increased from 24% to 27% during the
said period. This disturbingly suggests that economic
empowerment of Dalits is accompanied by rising caste
atrocities and greater permissibility of such atrocities in
the entire system of law enforcement.

In another article ‘Why do older women in Kerala Feel
Unsafe? An Inquiry Using Intersectional Political
Economy’, IDSK Occasional Paper No. 84, Simantini
Mukhopadhyay discusses that despite human
development outcomes comparable to developed
countries, Kerala is infamous for its ‘gender paradox’.
National Crime Records Bureau reports show high rates
of violence against women in Kerala. Previous research
attributed this to greater reporting rather than higher
incidences of crime. However, analyzing data from the
Longitudinal Ageing Study in India, Wave 1 (2017-18),
we find that among the major states, the proportion of
elderly women feeling safe from crime and violence is
the second-lowest in Kerala. The magnitude of gender
gap in perceived safety is also the highest in Kerala. This
may not be attributed squarely to ‘positional objectivity’
(a concept borrowed from morbidity literature), since
higher proportions of poor women, widows, and
women living alone report feeling unsafe from crime.
This finding remains even when we control for other
correlates in a multivariate specification. Intersectional
political economy explains how gender inequalities may
persist in the face of welfare state policies, as patriarchal
power structures intersect with other structures of
collective power in a complex historical web.
Attributing higher figures of reported crime to greater
reporting and linking it to greater presence of women in
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local councils, disregarding their lower presence in
higher leadership positions, may be misleading.

In ‘Little People: Bodily Frustrations and Cultural Stigma
in Limaye, S., Johnstone, C., &amp; Kayama, M. (Eds.).
(2024). Disability as Diversity in India: Theory, Practice,
and Lived Experience (1sted.). Routledge India, Nandini
Ghosh argues that dwarfism is characterized as an
identity of contradictions. Social ideologies dictating
acceptable appearances marginalize people of
extremely short stature as the “other” and shame their
bodies. At the social level, people with dwarfism have to
manage physical negotiations within everyday spaces
due to the physical limitations of their condition and the
cultural structuring of the places themselves. This
chapter explores the ways in which identities of people
with dwarfism come to be crystallized through social
ideologies regarding dwarfism, their personal
experiences of the physical spaces that marginalize
them, and the ways in which they respond to, and
challenge the dominant norms of height and
exclusionary practices in an ableist patriarchal society.
While disability identity is itself stigmatized, gender
identity often adds to this experience of marginalization
in social life in different ways. This chapter presents
narratives of four individuals with dwarfism and
examines ways in which gender and ability discourses
mediate the experiences of these people both in private
and public spaces.

HEALTH, DEMOGRAPHY, NUTRITION

The book Maternal and Child Health in India: Networks
and Information Diffusion, Routledge: Taylor & Francis,
UK, (2024), by M. Dutta, Saswata Ghosh and Z. Husain
examines the process of information diffusion and the
challenges of spreading awareness about maternal and
child health (MCH) outcomes in India, with a special
focus on Bihar — a state in eastern India. Investing in the
health of women and children results in significant and
long-lasting economic and social benefits to society.
Analysing the National Family Health Survey data, the
volume explores the role that access to information has
on the adoption of MCH practices. It also explores
regional variations — between Empowered Action
Group (EAG) states and non-EAG states and also across
EAG states — in the impact of information networks.

Using appropriate econometric methods, the authors
study the role of peer effects and grass-roots health
workers in bringing about a change in attitude within
communities. The book looks at the process of
information dissemination between the grass-roots
health workers and the target women and brings to the
forefront the intricacies of patriarchal family dynamics
that hinder women from accessing basic maternal and
child healthcare needs. Based on grass-roots
experiences, the book provides sharp insights from the
field for the benefit of researchers, policymakers, and
activists. Rich in empirical data, this book will be of
interest to academics and researchers of development
economics, public health policy and practice,
community health, healthcare administration and
management, primary healthcare and family practice,
and health and social care.

In the article ‘Prevalence of Depression and Associated
Factors among Adolescents in Uttar Pradesh, India:
Insights from UDAYA Wave-1". Vulnerable Children
and Youth Studies (2024), D. Karmakar, S. Sen, A.
Banerjee and Saswata Ghosh argue that Mental health
issues, especially depression among adolescents is a
global concern. This study focuses on understanding the
prevalence and factors influencing depression among
adolescents in Uttar Pradesh (UP), India. The study was
utilized data from the Understanding the Lives of
Adolescents and Young Adults (UDAYA) survey (Wave-
1) conducted in 2015-16 among adolescents (aged
10-19 years). Bi-variate analysis, t-test, ANOVA, and
ordered probit regression were employed for statistical
analysis (N=8,363). The ordered probit model
demonstrated significant associations with higher
depression among older adolescents (coef.=0.16; 95%
Cl: 0.09, 0.24), females (coef.=0.19; 95% Cl: 0.13,
0.26), those with higher schooling (coef.=0.19; 95% ClI:
0.05, 0.33), and non-Hindu individuals (coef.=0.08;
95% Cl: 0.01, 0.15). Additionally, depression was
notably higher in the richest households (coef.=0.14;
95% Cl: 0.05, 0.23), with high parental interaction
(coef.=0.11; 95% ClI: 0.02, 0.21), and high peer
interaction (coef.=0.23; 95% CIl: 0.16, 0.31).
Conversely, lower depression was linked to good
academic performance (coef.=-0.10; 95% Cl: 0.18,
0.02), belonging to OBC (coef.=-0.11; 95% Cl: 0.18,
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0.05), and general (coef.=-0.09; 95% Cl: 0.17, 0.01)
categories. The study concludes that addressing
adolescent depression in UP requires a nuanced
approach considering demographic, socio-economic,
and interpersonal factors. Interventions should target
vulnerable groups while addressing academic stress,
promoting positive social interactions, and providing
mental health support. Further research is needed to
explore underlying mechanisms and develop effective
strategies for improving adolescent mental well-being in
the region.

In another article, “’Linkages between Consanguinity,
Pregnancy Outcomes and Offspring Mortality in Twenty-
first Century India”, Scientific Reports 14(1), 1-16,
(2024), M.A. Kalam, S.K. Sharma, Saswata Ghosh and S.
Ray hypothesized that consanguineous marriage will
remain a risk factor for pregnancy outcome and offspring
mortality, but the development in demographic,
socioeconomic conditions and increased utilization of
maternal and child health care services during post
globalization era would work as a buffer in the reduction
of child mortality rates. Data from National Family
Health Surveys 4(2015-2016) and 5(2019-2021) were
pooled and used for the analysis. Binary logistic
regression and Cox proportional hazard regression
models were used to examine the effects of close (CC)
and distant (DC) consanguinity on spontaneous
abortion, stillbirth, neonatal mortality, post-neonatal,
and child mortality respectively compared to non-
consanguinity (NC). The final model showed that the risk
of spontaneous abortion (both CC and DC, p<0.001)
and neonatal mortality (DC, p<0.001) were
significantly higher compared to NC. No significant
association was found between consanguinity and child
mortality. They conclude that the endogenous effect of
consanguinity still poses a serious challenge to the
survival of foetus and new born; but exogenous effect
reduces the risk of child death. They propose to
incorporate socially entrenched practice of
consanguinity explicitly into Mosley and Chen’s (1984)
framework for the aid in understanding child survival in
developing countries.

In "Gender-Parity-Specific Fertility Decline in India: A
Spatiotemporal Study”, in Chouhan P, A. Roy, N.

Kapasia, J.Das, & M. Rahaman (Eds.) Sexual and
Reproductive Health of Women: Dimensions and
Perspectives. Springer Nature, Singapore (2024), K. Das
and Saswata Ghosh argue that India, a developing
country, has been experiencing a fertility transition since
the 1960s, with a significant acceleration in the past
decade. Over the past 30 years, India’s total fertility rate
(TFR) has declined from 3.4 in 1992-1993 to 2.0 in
2019-2021. Hence, the present chapter focuses on
understanding the intricate relationship between
declining fertility desires and demographic factors,
particularly gender and the number of previous
offspring. It places particular emphasis on the
acceptance of daughters within the cohort of non-
menopausal, non-sterilized mothers aged 15-45 years.
Using data from NFHS-1 and NFHS-5 and employing
descriptive analyses and multivariate models, their
chapter reveals a 30 percentage-point increase (from
39.5% to 70.8%) in mothers’ completing their
childbearing up to parity. The reluctance to have another
child increased by 10.7 percentage points (PPs) among
mothers with one daughter, whereas families with two
daughters saw such an increase by 35 percentage points
between survey rounds. A multivariate analysis
demonstrates that educated working mothers are more
inclined to accept families with only girls. However, a
contradictory decrease in the desire for additional
children when mothers have exactly two daughters
indicates a complex interplay aimed at avoiding having
only girls successively. Additionally, awareness of rising
childrearing costs and economic instability compel
financially disadvantaged couples, particularly those not
employed or engaged in primary sectors, to limit their
family size to one or two children, regardless of gender
composition. Thus, although fertility declines in India
demonstrate a balanced gender-parity distribution,
labelling it as gender equity in fertility outcomes
demands further investigation.

In “'Analyzing Mental Well-being of Adults during the
COVID-19 Pandemic Using a MIMIC Model”, in Ghosh,
S., & P. Ray (Eds.) Perspectives on Economics and
Management: Micro Evidence, and Business & Macro
Policies: Essays in Honour of Prof. Anindya Sen
Routledge: London, Husain, Z., A. Chakrabarti, Saswata
Ghosh, M. Dutta, K. Chaudhuri (2024) discuss that given
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reduced social interactions and economic distress,
concerns about mental health have gained primacy
during COVID-19. In this chapter, the authors estimate
the prevalence of mental health problems during the first
wave of COVID-19 and identify its determinants among
the general population of Indian metropolitan cities. The
data was were collected from over 1200 adults
randomly selected from the list of mobile phone users in
Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and
Hyderabad. The Depression Anxiety Stress Scale (DASS)
was administered to the study participants. The study
employed a Multiple Indicators Multiple Causes model
to measure depression, anxiety and stress using
observed indicators of these latent constructs and to
identify the socio-economic groups at risk of these
disorders. Preliminary estimates suggest that close to 50
per cent of respondents reported anxiety symptoms,
with the percentage reporting depression and stress
being around similar (or, slightly lower) levels. Single
respondents, members of minority groups, those less
educated and those from large households were
identified as the most at-at risk. The results also indicate
a positive relationship between economic stress and
mental illness. Although COVID-19 increased the
psychological burden of the population, all persons
reporting psychological disorders may not require
clinical attention.

In the article "Drivers of hygienic menstrual practices
among reproductive-age women: Evidence from Nepal
Demographic Health Survey, Reprod Health, 2025 Mar
12;22(1):38, Rahul Rajak ((Jointly with Nihal Hasan and
Pradeep Kumar) argues that menstruation is a natural
and biological process that every woman experiences
throughout her reproductive years. However, no study
has been conducted in Nepal that has examined the
prevalence of exclusive use of hygienic methods among
women (15-49 years) using nationally representative
data. The study aims to assess the factors influencing the
exclusive use of hygienic methods during menstruation
among reproductive-age women in Nepal. The study
utilized data from the Nepal Demographic and Health
Survey (NDHS-2022). A multilevel logistic regression
model was employed to assess factors associated with
the exclusive use of hygienic methods among
reproductive-age women in Nepal. The concentration

Index (Cl) and Concentration curve (CC) were also
calculated to measure the socio-economic inequality of
exclusive use of hygienic methods among reproductive-
age women. Their study shows that only 48% of
reproductive-age women exclusively used the hygienic
methods during menstruation. The analysis also
indicated a significant difference in the use of exclusive
menstrual hygiene practices across Nepal&#39;s
provinces and ecological levels. In this study,
multivariable analysis showed that young women (15-
24 years of age) with higher years of schooling, never-
married women, women who belonged to the richest
wealth quintiles, no restrictions on activities during the
menstrual period, owned smartphone, exposed to mass
media at least once a week, worked into a white-collar
job, and higher community wealth were significantly
higher usage of menstrual hygiene product than their
counterpart. Their result points to a substantial
geographic disparity at province and ecological region
in the exclusive use of hygienic menstruation methods
suggests targeted interventions to address this inequality
to improve the practices of exclusive use of hygienic
menstruation. The study also suggested that media
awareness is also another key determinant to improve
menstrual hygiene practice.

In the article "Does parental migration affect children’s
health in rural India?" A fresh look at retrospective data
using LASSO Regression Method, SN Social Sciences,
5(1). (2024), M. Chakraborty and Subrata Mukherjee
analyse India Human Development Survey-Il (2011-12)
data to discern the effect of parental out-migration on
nutritional health status and morbidity among rural
children of 0-14 years age. Adaptive LASSO logistic
regression, a machine learning technique, was used to
select the predictors, and state cluster fixed effect model
was used to find the effect of select variables on
children’s nutritional health status and morbidity.
Results show that although parental migration lowers
underweight among accompanied children of returned
migrant parents, left-behind children of current migrant
parents are found more likely to be underweight than
their peers. Also, accompanied children of returned
migrant parents are more likely to be affected by
diarrhoea than their peers living in the countryside. ARI
is found lower among the children left behind by
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returned migrant parents as well as by current migrant
parents. However, children of remittance-recipient
households are found to have performed well in terms of
stunting among them. Multi-prolonged strategies are
required towards mitigating the negative effects of
parental migration on the children.

In the article ‘Socio-economic disparities in the
utilization of improved sanitation facilities among Indian
households” Sci Rep 14, 31659 (2024), Rahul Rajak
(Jointly with Nihal Hasan and Pradeep Kumar) discusses
that despite the significant improvement in sanitation
coverage, utilization of improved sanitation still does not
reach the optimal level across all socioeconomic groups
in India. Therefore, achieving improved sanitation
facilities and reducing all forms of inequality United
Nations Sustainable Development Goal [SDG 6.2] by
2030 is a big challenge to the most populous country in
the world. Given this backdrop, this study examines the
socioeconomic status-related inequality in the
utilization of improved sanitation facilities among Indian
households. The study utilized fifth round of National
Family Health Survey (NFHS); a national representative
cross-sectional survey of India conducted in
2019-2021. Logistic regression was applied to estimate
the effect of various predictors on utilization of improved
sanitation facilities. The results indicate that 69% of
Indian households utilized improved sanitation
facilities. The study highlights that young and unmarried
household heads, lower education, poor household
wealth status, living in rural areas, and marginalized
social groups had lower access to improved sanitation
facilities. The multivariate regression analysis suggested
that households belonging to richer [AOR: 14.0; 95%,
Cl: 13.6-14.3] and richest [AOR: 46.7; 95%, CI:
45.0-48.5] wealth quintiles have 14 and 47-times higher
odds of having sanitation facility than households which
belong to poorest quintile respectively. The
decomposition analysis suggested that 11 to 18% of
inequality was explained by the geographical region and
social group of household heads. The concentration
curve of utilization of improved sanitation was more
concentrated in Central and Eastern part of Indian
households (Concentration Index: 0.51 and 0.47), which
has reduced to 0.17 and 0.22 during NFHS-4 to NFHS-5.
The paper also found that 68 districts out of 707 districts

in India had less than 50% utilization of improved
sanitation facilities. The study concludes that
households with a better socioeconomic status were
more able to access improved sanitation. Thus, inclusive
strategies are needed to reduce socioeconomic
inequality at the micro level and strengthen ongoing
policies.

In the article ‘Pandemic and the Mongoloid Phenotypes
in India’, Social Change, 54(4) 543-560, 2024, Naorem
Pushparani Chanu and Gorky Chakraborty discuss that
epidemics are biological processes that appear suddenly
as shocks. Societies attempt to negotiate such shocks
through the interplay of classes, ethnicities, and
institutions. In the process, does it create newer fault
lines or consolidate the pre-existing ones existing within
the socio-cultural and politico-economic structures? The
article seeks to analyse this question. The anxiety
generated by the COVID-19 pandemic and the abrupt
change in lifestyles have agitated the human mind. This
anxiousness ‘within’ is often found to be externalised
socially, unfolding a search for the ‘other’ who can be
associated with the virus and thereby stigmatised in the
name of the accompanying disease. The ‘other’ thus
becomes the social allegory of the biological moment.
But, why do we need the ‘other’? This article, moreover,
also seeks to analyse these related questions by
contextualising the historical experiences and then
relating them with COVID-19 in the Indian scenario. It
especially analyses how the pandemic influenced the
everyday life experiences of those bearing Mongoloid
phenotypes in India.

CORPORATE SECTOR, STOCK MARKET, PUBLIC
FINANCE

In the article “Diversification-Performance Linkage:
Does Market Structure Play a Moderating Role in India?”
2024, Journal of Quantitative Economics, Springer,
Indrani Chakraborty (jointly with Zinnia Mitra Bose),
examines the dynamic relationship between market
structure, diversification, and firm performance in India.
Their objective is to investigate the possibility that
market structure might moderate the diversification-
performance relationship. The authors build a panel
vector autoregression model (PVAR) for Indian firms
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over 7 years from 2012 to 2018, under the Structure-
Conduct-Performance paradigm. They use the 4-firm
concentration ratio and Herfindahl-Hirschman Index to
measure market structure, entropy measures of
diversification to measure conduct, and Tobin’s Q and
Return on Asset (ROA) to measure firm performance.
The study is conducted considering diversification at the
group level as well as segment-wise diversification at the
firm level. Our study shows that the impact of the market
concentration on firm performance is linked to the
diversification strategy. High market concentration
enhances firm performance with related diversification
and reduces firm performance with unrelated
diversification. Firm performance is positively impacted
by its own lagged values. The firm performance also has
a strong positive impact on the Herfindahl - Hirschman
index (HHI) in the short run and the influence of Tobin’s
Q on HHI persists in the long run. They also find that
market concentration is positively influenced by total
diversification. Except for unrelated diversification
which has a negative impact on Tobin’s Q, the other
measures of diversification do not impact firm
performance. Therefore, the findings suggest that market
structure played some role in explaining the
diversification-performance relationship in the Indian
context. However, when the study is extended to the
segment-wise diversification at the firm level for a few
industries, they find that concentration enhances
performance and unrelated diversification reduces
performance, but it is not significant for most models.

In another article “Financial Constraints and Export
Behaviour: An Analysis of Indian Manufacturing Firms”,
2024, in Saibal Ghosh and Partha Ray (ed.) Perspectives
on Economics and Management: Essays in honour of
Anindya Sen, Routledge, Indrani Chakraborty (jointly
with Tanveer Ahmad Khan), explores the effect of
financing constraint on the extensive and intensive
margins of exports for a large sample of manufacturing
firms in India during the period 2000-2020. Using two
multivariate indices of financing constraints proposed by
Whited and Wu (2006) and Hadlock and Pierce (2010)
along with conventional measures like liquidity and
leverage, they examine whether changes in firms’
financial health influence the decision to exports as well
as the level of exports. They also test the learning by

exporting hypothesis. Finally, they examine whether the
implementation of bankruptcy code, IBC-2016, helped
to reduce the financial constraints of firms in India. They
find that an increase in the degree of financing
constraints affects the decision to exports adversely.
Moreover, as the financing constraints increase, the level
of exports decreases. They also observe that export
starters display better financial health than their non-
exporting competitors, even before they start to export.
The findings also show that after the implementation of
IBC-2016, financial constraint was decreased. Hence, it
suggests that exporting manufacturing firms in India
have been benefitted from the bankruptcy reform law,
IBC-2016, which helped them to have better access to
credit and to get out of financial constraints.

In ‘Market concentration, promoter ownership and firm
performance - Evidence from Indian corporate firms’,
Indian Economic Review, 2024, Springer, Indrani
Chakraborty (jointly with Ujjayini Roy), discusses the
relationship between market concentration, promoter’s
ownership and firm performance using an unbalanced
panel of 1911 publicly listed manufacturing firms in
India for the period 2001-2020. The study evaluates
performance using Tobin’s Q and RoA and captures
ownership concentration by equity shareholding of
promoters. It investigates how promoter’s ownership,
product market competition, and their interaction affect
performance while also attempting to investigate the
endogeneity of ownership and examine how
performance, product market competition, and their
interaction influence promoter ownership of firms for
the entire period and for sub periods as well. Using a
2SLS technique to estimate two simultaneous equation
models, the study finds that even after controlling for
endogeneity, not only firm value is a determinant of the
promoter’s ownership, but the promoter’s ownership is
also a predictor of firm value. Additionally, it reveals that
market competition: (a) negatively affects firm
performance and positively impacts promoter
ownership; (b) complements promoter ownership to
improve performance and (c) reduces promoter
ownership if firm value increases. The study also finds
cross-section dependence in the panel units and applies
the EC2SLS estimation technique in response to that. The
study has several policy implications.
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The article “Changing Distribution of Leverage and
Formation of “Clubs” in Indian Corporate Firms during
1991-2021: A Nonparametric Approach”, IDSK
Occasional Paper No. 83, May 2024, by Indrani
Chakraborty (Jointly with Sukhdeep Singh and Subrata
Mukherjee) investigates the evolution of leverage ratio
in Indian corporate firms over the 31-year period from
1991 to 2021 i.e. the entire post-reform period. They use
kernel density estimation techniques to analyse the
distribution of leverage across firms. They find that most
of the estimated densities exhibit bimodal distribution
while considering all firms. Two separate ‘clubs’ have
also been observed in all categories of firms, viz., group-
affiliated, stand-alone, good-performing, and bad-
performing firms. There exists intra-distribution
dynamics and persistence of leverage. To explain the
reasons for formation of two “clubs”, they argue that
although the stock market was flourishing in India during
the post-reform period, small firms did not have much
access to that market due to higher informational
asymmetries between insiders in these firms and the
capital markets. Moreover, they observe that firms with a
greater percentage of fixed assets to total assets have
higher leverage because fixed assets can be used as
collateral. They also argue that monetary policy changes
might have played some role in the formation of two
“clubs” in the distribution of leverage in Indian corporate
firms during the post-reform period. Thus, two “clubs”
with high and low leverage co-existed in the Indian
corporate firms in the post-reform period. The findings
also raise questions against the conventional wisdom
that the leverage of business group firms is different from
that of the stand-alone firms and that firms with high
profitability should be less leveraged. Such observations
are usually based on the conditional mean of leverage,
which is misleading. The observations reveal that these
average effects mask the heterogeneity in the
distribution of leverage. These findings have several
policy implications for the managers of the companies
and the regulators of the Indian stock markets.

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY

Anwesha Sengupta’s paper titled Alternative History
Books for Children in Bengali: A Reflection on Writing
and Reception in Katharina Poltze, &amp; Birte
Schréder (Ed.) Putting Knowledge(s) into perspective?

Wissen, Reflixvatitit and (Multi-) Perspektivitit
Biludangsmedian(pp.225-246), Vandenhoeck &
Ruprecht Gmbh & Co; Bilingual edition, August 2024
(pp. 225-246), argues that history has become the site of
fierce and violent contestations in today’s India. A
majoritarian version of the past is being systematically
inculcated through social media platforms as well as
state-sponsored textbooks and research. The chief aim of
these distorted histories is to erase the diverse
perspectives and multiple voices that are integral to
Indian democracy. As a consequence, children’s
understanding of the past is often shaped by statist
narratives. To combat this phenomenon, they are
working on a collaborative project entitled Revisiting the
Craft of History Writing for Children. It involves the
writing of a series of illustrated history books for children
in one of the regional languages of India - Bengali. The
books aim to make young minds aware of the multiple
voices and perspectives that shape the history of our
nation. The books are written in an anecdotal and
visually appealing way in vernacular everyday language.
The project intends to contribute to the practise of
critical pedagogy in India. The first three books are
histories of the creation of the Indian nation state,
nationalism and national belonging. The paper shares
the process of conceiving and writing the first three
books by bringing together a group of historians and
community artists of rural Bengal to form a team. The
artists are Muslims of rural Bengal who have been
engaged in painting Hindu religious scrolls for
generations. This is the first time that they are working on
such books which are not only non-religious in nature,
but are also meant primarily for children. The paper also
reflects on the reception of the books keeping the
intersection of readers in mind. They are closely working
with children, parents, educators and education activists
based in West Bengal, India. Through workshops and
story-telling sessions organised in schools, the authors
are trying to map the impact of these books vis-a-vis state-
sponsored textbooks. Working closely with children, the
paper will also try to assess how far alternative history
books could serve as an effective medium for inculcating
the significance of multiple perspectives in history
writing. Apart from the targeted readership, the paper
also tries to gauge how the artists situate themselves as
part of the project and tries to understand their reception
aswell.
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EPISTEMOLOGY

The book ‘Knowledge, Power and Ignorance: The
Indian context’, jointly with Dr. Bidhan Kanti Das, Dr.
Gorky Chakraborty and A Guha. Routledge publishers:
London and New York, 2024, questions, what is
knowledge, and ignorance? How is it decided? Do
power and power relations influence this process? Does
the spread of knowledge lead to more ignorance? Is
ignorance socially produced? Is knowledge always
socially contextualized? This book deals with these
important questions on the interplay of knowledge,
ignorance and power located in varied contexts in India.
As systematic knowledge grows, so does the possibility
of ignorance. Ignorance is a state which people attribute
to others and is loaded with moral judgment. Thus,
being underdeveloped often ‘implies a kind of stupidity
or failure’. This volume seeks to be premised in a
framework where ignorance is understood as being a
socially produced and maintained phenomenon, where
the ways of knowing and not knowing are
interdependent. In practice, ignorance actively
participates in the production of knowledge, power, and
truth. Ignorance therefore may evolve in subtle and
systematic ways, for example, data may not be collected
or evaluated out of political convenience of preserving
the status quo; knowledge may be ‘filtered” when
scientific evidence travels the politico-administrative
ladder. Or, for instance, ignorance and non-knowledge
may be embedded in institutional systematic design that
is biased in favour of vested interests. the interaction
between knowledge and ignorance is not as simple or
innocent as they appear at first sight. Rather, there seems
to be a design to the process of knowledge formation,
where ignorance also remains emphatically embedded.
It is actually through power relations that the filtration of
choice in the name of dissemination of knowledge and
ignorance is decided. It is a novel attempt for an
academic re-orientation of the Knowledge-Ignorance
paradigm through a process of re-interpretation of the
bounded purview attached with the existing
epistemological understandings. It focuses on concrete
case studies from India, often with an ethnographic stint.
The volume critically looks at various aspects:
Epistemological Issues; Understanding Community,
Perspectives and the State; Natural Resources, Power
and Ignorance; Media and Production of Non-

Knowledge; and other emerging areas. Each essay bears
a striking similarity — that of understanding the complex
processes and dynamics of the production of ignorance
in a field of commonly held beliefs of & #39;
knowledge&#39; - be it scientific, societal, religious,
magical or political - through the overarching realm of
power.

The chapter ‘Introduction: Exploring Knowledge, Power
and Ignorance’, Bidhan Kanti Das, Gorky Chakraborty,
and Abhijit Guha in: Knowledge, Power and Ignorance:
The Indian context, edited by Bidhan Kanti Das, Gorky
Chakraborty and Abhijit Guha, Routledge, London and
New York (2024) introduces the intriguing relationship
between knowledge, power and ignorance in a wide
variety of empirically grounded issues in India.
Ignorance, as they analyse here, does not signify the
absence of knowledge, rather it is knowledge denied or
denigrated, where those in power refuse to engage in
dialogue with varied knowledge producers that are
sought to be downplayed through governmentality of
power. The introductory chapter by focusing on the
‘study of ignorance’ or Agnotology, locates itself in
different Indian contexts to enlighten that ignorance is
actually the art of how knowledge is deliberately or
subtly deflected, enclosed or obscured. The chapter
further exemplifies how ignorance is socially produced,
maintained and perpetuated and in reality goes hand in
hand with knowledge production. In other words, this
chapter elucidates how power through praxis and
methods, plays an important role in the creation of social
construction of ignorance in the name of impartial
knowledge production. Studying production of
ignorance therefore is actually an enquiry towards a
critique of power.

BIODIVERSITY,
MIGRATION

In ‘Introduction: Negotiating the Relationship Between
Aspirations and Mobility’ (introduction to special
section Aspirational Mobility) Transfers 14(1) Supurna
Banerjee writes an introduction to the special section.
This special section draws on conceptual challenges by
highlighting that imaginaries of migration are the
products of processes of social negotiation. The articles
that follow show that, on the one hand, imaginaries’

FOREST RIGHTS, LAND,
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underlying aspirations are socially shared and
transmitted—they influence why people aspire to
migrate and where they aspire to migrate—and that, on
the other hand, aspirations are constantly being shaped
through the interactions between people constituting
particular social spaces such as family which can be a
source of social capital as well as site of multiple
conflicts. he four articles draw on rich empirical work
into the life-worlds of their interlocutors. While placing
these mobile—or motile—subjects in their spatial and
temporal contexts, these articles also provide insights
into important debates in mobilities scholarship and
weave in the political economy of the specific life-world
of the people they map. This special section thus brings
together very different social and spatial contexts to
show how one negotiates movement across time and
space. In the process, it problematizes the binaries
between mobility and sedentarism. The scale of
spatiality from the trans-local to the transregional to the
global also allows for a nuanced reading of how
imagined destinations are shaped, how networks play
out, and, finally, how aspirations for mobility can be
scaled. The articles also pay attention to how
temporalities shape migratory mobilities. Time plays out
not just as an indicator of life course but as an actor in
itself, shaping the context of one's possibilities and
allowing one to map changes.

In ‘Beyond ‘Protected Area’ paradigm in conservation:
Exploring India’s Forest Legislation as new conservation
model for developing countries’, Environmental
Management, Vol: 74, pp: 1223-1238. (2024), Bidhan
Kanti Das argues that to achieve global biodiversity
targets, expanding protected area (PA) networks has
been regarded as a major strategy in international
commitments. However, the PA strategy often fails to
achieve its objective — preserving biodiversity and
ecosystem services. In addition, the expansion of PA
areas could replicate and amplify historical injustices
such as forced evictions, state-led physical violence,
assimilation of culture and loss of traditional ecological
knowledge, affecting communities’ livelihood, quality
of life and rights. There is an increasing consensus that
the post-2020 biodiversity conservation framework
should be rights-based and sensitive to the role and
contributions of local communities towards achieving

the PAs’ targets. India’s Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 may
be considered a useful framework for biodiversity
conservation in the context of this new conservation
vision. It puts local people at the centre stage, making
them active participants in designing and managing
conservation. PAs following ‘fortress conservation’
approach were based on the flawed idea that human
interference endangers biodiversity and therefore
habitats should be preserved by force if required. Such
an idea contradicts the recent understanding that
ecosystems once perceived as ‘wilderness’, have been
transformed by people. PAs undermine the intricate and
intertwined relationship of humans with their immediate
ecosystem. The conservation model proposed by FRA
2006, on the other hand, recognises local communities
as an integral part of ecosystem and thereby
acknowledges people’s rights and agency in
conservation. It ensures locals’ equitable benefits from
economic activities, and provides equitable
opportunities to participate in decision-making. Though
various provisions under FRA empowered local people
in conservation, it faces various challenges during the
implementation on the ground. It is argued that a clear
and appropriate institutional arrangement specifying
various stakeholders’ power, roles and responsibilities in
the conservation and management of bioresources
(including the protection of endangered species) should
be developed for transformative change in biodiversity
conservation.

In ‘Strategic Ignorance for Bureaucratic Control?
Examining Forest Governance Practices in India’, in:
Knowledge, Power and Ignorance: The Indian Context,
edited by Bidhan Kanti Das, Gorky Chakraborty and
Abhijit Guha, Routledge, London and New York, Bidhan
Kanti Das discusses that ignorance studies stress that
knowledge and ignorance are interlinked. Ignorance
emerges in diverse forms and modalities and can be
generated and used strategically, intentionally or
unintentionally, and is often attached to power. The
article argues that in resource governance, states often
devise strategies that turn the implementation process
too technical, which attempts to make governance
depoliticized and much less accessible for local people.
This helps the bureaucracy retain its formal and
discursive power over resources. The example of
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implementation of Forest Rights Act 2006, that provides
authority to local people on management and
governance of forest resources, is used to explore how
an interested state bureaucracy strategizes modalities or
reinterprets ambiguous rules to make local people
ignorant of the empowering provisions of the Act. The
study shows that state bureaucracy tried to transfer
truncated knowledge of various rights provisions among
lower-level officials and local people, and thus
concealed the most empowering community forest
rights provision. In the process, knowledge and
ignorance are coproduced — a distorted and fragmented
knowledge for lower-level forest staff, and strategically
created ignorance for intended beneficiaries of the Act.
By making people ignorant about their rights and
continuing technical knowledge of silviculture
operations, the state bureaucracy reinforces its authority
over forest management and continues the age-old
bureaucratic tradition of plantation and its monitoring.

In another chapter ‘Knowledge and the Heft of
Ignorance: The Government of Conservation
Infrastructure in Sundarbans, West Bengal’ Gorky
Chakraborty (with Raktim Majumder) argues that the
Sundarban Biosphere Reserve in West Bengal is spatially
segregated, with a predominant focus on
accommodating the tiger conservation programme. This
serves as a notable illustration of how forest spaces at the
intersection of political and ecological realms become
what can be termed a ‘political forest’. This designation
is marked by concerns such as the maintenance of
conservation infrastructure, biodiversity, and
ecotourism. Existing literature on Sundarbans
conservation extensively explores the exclusionary
aspects inherent in the conservation infrastructure. This
chapter aims to expand upon this body of literature by
examining how conservation and ecological
sustainability are put into practice through the
theoretical lens of knowledge, power, and ignorance. To
this end, this chapter examines the institutionalization of
the conservation infrastructure through the issuance of
Boat Licensing Certificates. It delves into how the
production of knowledge and the portrayal of ignorance,
particularly concerning ecological sustainability, play
pivotal roles in shaping managerial rationality and the
governance of conservation geographies. It also

illustrates the connection between the politics of
knowledge obfuscation and the politics of knowledge
production in the governance of conservation areas.

In Accumulation and Dispossession Communal Land in
Northeast India, Gorky Chakraborty (co-authored with
Asok Kumar Ray, Bhupen Sarmah), Routledge, 2024
sketches a road map of privatisation, accumulation and
dispossession of communal land in the tribal areas of
North East India from pre-colonial times to the neo-
liberal era. Spread over five chapters, this study unfolds
the privatisation of communal land in the backdrop of a
larger theoretical and historical canvas. It deals with the
different institutional modes of privatisation,
accumulation and dispossession of communal land, the
changes in land use and cropping patterns, the changes
in land relations and the land-based identity of the tribal
community as a result. The conclusive chapter makes a
broader reflection of the grand narrative of privatisation,
accumulation and dispossession of communal land in
North East India.

The volume Indigeneity, Development and
Sustainability Perspectives from Northeast India,
Springer Nature, 2024, Gorky Chakraborty (with Anup
Shekhar Chakraborty and Anjan Chakrabarti), (eds.)
Springer Nature, 2024 introduces the multifaceted
nature and inherent complexity associated with
indigeneity, development, and sustainability and
situates the same in Northeast India. The interplay
between these three fundamental concepts and the
plethora of intricate issues that accompanies them. The
complex nature of India’s northeast can be attributed to a
multitude of factors, including historical, geopolitical,
social, linguistic, and cultural variables. These variables
are instrumental in delineating boundaries between and
among diverse tribal communities and the non-
homogenous non-tribal population, thereby
contributing to the complexity observed in this region. It
makes a concerted effort to intricately intertwine matters
of indigeneity, development, and sustainability in the
region. It delves into a myriad of pressing issues,
spanning from the inception of the colonial concept of
the “frontier” to the contemporary phenomenon of out-
migration. It examines the intricate dynamics of border
economies and labour markets, shedding light on the
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web of factors that contribute to these complex systems.

‘An Introduction to Indigeneity, Development, and
Sustainability’, Gorky Chakraborty (with Anup Shekhar
Chakraborty and Anjan Chakrabarti), (eds.),
Indigeneity, Development and Sustainability
Perspectives from Northeast India, Springer Nature,
2024 introduces the protracted dialogue on Indigeneity,
Development, and Sustainability and engages with an
in-depth exploration of the complexities inherent in the
region of North East India (NEI). The demarcated
territory encompassing the octet of northeastern states
within the Indian subcontinent is conventionally
referred to as India’s Northeast. The region in question
bears significance due to its strategic location at the
confluence of South, East, and Southeast Asia; its
ecological assets; its varied assortment of botanical and
zoological specimens; and its opulent cultural fabric.

In ‘Analyzing Out-Migration: The Unfolding Saga of NEI
Out Migrants to Delhi’ Naorem Pushparani Chanu &
Gorky Chakraborty, in Gorky Chakraborty (with Anup
Shekhar Chakraborty and Anjan Chakrabarti),
Introducing Northeast India in Chakraborty, (eds.),
Indigeneity, Development and Sustainability
Perspectives from Northeast India, Springer Nature,
2024, argue that historically, Northeast India (NEI) has
been perceived as a region where people and
communities have in-migrated from various places
surrounding the region and beyond. Even the
contemporary politics of citizenship engulfing the area
has been too overwhelmingly embedded in the politics
of in-migration. However, since 1991, the census data
suggests that the tendency to out-migrate from the region
has increased substantially. Therefore, the gap between
‘in” and ‘out’ migration has narrowed significantly. The
region is now also looked into from an emerging
dynamic of ‘out-migration’ and out-migrants. Census
rounds from 1991 to 2011 exhibit that Delhi is
increasingly becoming one of the most preferred
destinations of NEI out-migrants. Analysing the
determinants of out-migration and choice of place has
become an important and emerging area of research. On
the other, while lack of opportunities or the
developmental gaps persisting in the region

&#39;pushes&#39; the youths out of these states, these
out-migrants cater to the labour requirement in the
destinations, contributing to their economy as well. This
chapter looks into the migration scenario of NEl and then
elaborately discusses the critical determining factors of
NEl’'s out-migration to Delhi. Analysing data from
various census rounds and collating it with field-level
information from Delhi, the chapter understands the
migration dynamics of an emerging process.

In ‘“The Missing Fluvio-social Dynamics of a Braided
River: A Study on a Select Strech of the Brahmaputra in
Assam, Hassan Momin & Gorky Chakraborty, in Gorky
Chakraborty (with Anup Shekhar Chakraborty and
Anjan Chakrabarti), (eds.), Indigeneity, Development
and Sustainability Perspectives from Northeast India,
Springer Nature, 2024, discuss that the River
Brahmaputra is one of the longest rivers in the world that
flows through Arunachal Pradesh and Assam in
Northeast India. At several stretches, this sand bed
braided river is more than 15 km wide, and it meanders
through the valley in Assam as it exits the hilly terrains in
Arunachal Pradesh. This sudden change in the
morphology and other inter-related factors significantly
influences the fluvial regime as it flows through the
plains in Assam. Recurrent floods and accompanying
erosion add precarity to this situation in multiple ways. It
also affects the population groups who inhabit these
floodplains. In other words, the flow pattern of the
Brahmaputra, which is influenced by the physical factors
in turn, affects the social behaviour of the communities
that resides in its riparian zone. The chapter intends to
understand the phenomenon of intertwined physicality
and sociality associated with the flow of Brahmaputra
and the communities that prosper and perish in its flow
path. Focusing on the district with the highest
vulnerability i.e. Morigaon in the valley, the chapter
traces the river shifting course over the last 50 years and
its impact on land, livelihood and life of the
communities that inhabit this riparian zone. The chapter
also throws light on how the process of group identity
formation accompanies such a process that ultimately
influences the nationality question in Assam. In other
words, the chapter showcases how the physicality
associated with the river influences the social formation
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in its plains, which further adds to the political
contestations in the overall Brahmaputra valley.

The chapter ‘The Flux of Belonging in Assam:
Transcending Singular Articulation of Citizenship’
Samik Roy Chowdhury & Gorky Chakraborty, in Gorky
Chakraborty (with Anup Shekhar Chakraborty and
Anjan Chakrabarti), (eds.), Indigeneity, Development
and Sustainability Perspectives from Northeast India,
Springer Nature, 2024, discusses that borders in popular
culture are often imagined as precise demarcations of a
Nation state’s authority, which should be patrolled and
maintained in a sacrosanct way. Yet, the borders
themselves do not exist within an uncontested space,
and their effectiveness is contingent on how the border is
internalised in a borderland. Unlike borders, the specific
histories of these territories are often ignored in the
nationalist project of spatialising time (Alonso 1994).
This creates a dissonance between the perception of a
border within the popular discourse and the reality of
borderlands. The prominence of borders within the
public discourse, according to Van Schendel (2004),
creates a situation where we know much more about
how states deal with borderlands than how borderlands
deal with states. The primary objective of this chapter is
to move beyond the statist gaze and understand how the
diverse communities living in the borderlands interact
and adapt to the state’s gaze and how these specific
interactions generate unique and adversarial
articulations of citizenship not only about the state but
also each other. This would allow us to further
understand how the presence of a border fundamentally
affects/amplifies social and political fault lines between
the communities residing in borderlands which predate
the existence of the state itself. Within such an
analysis/framework, the authors discuss how the
historical and relative hierarchies of the borderlands
affect the genealogy of the citizenship discourse in
borderlands. For this purpose, the authors look into how
the citizenship discourse has developed in the state of
Assam, situated at the India-Bangladesh border. The
rationale for selecting the present-day state of Assam
relates to its unique history due to which it has come to
house diverse groups of communities, each with its

specific culture and history. Additionally, the manner in
which the territorial characteristics of this state were
defined, both during colonial and post-colonial periods,
created a province, which in essence, was an
amalgamation of unique and diverse regions. Lastly,
how popular social movements have developed in
opposition to perceived illegal immigration from the
neighbouring country of Bangladesh (erstwhile East
Pakistan/ East Bengal) in Assam provides us with a fertile
ground for analysing how the entangled inheritances of a
current borderland affect legal narratives of citizenship
and belonging.

The chapter ‘Forest, Land, and Peasant: The Case of
Doyang Reserve Forest in Assam, India” by Indrani
Talukdar & Gorky Chakraborty, in Gorky Chakraborty
(with  Anup Shekhar Chakraborty and Anjan
Chakrabarti), (eds.), Indigeneity, Development and
Sustainability Perspectives from Northeast India,
Springer Nature, 2024, argues that he Doyang Reserved
Forest, situated at the Assam-Nagaland border in the
Golaghat district of Assam in India’s Northeast, is a story
of enclosures and enclaves-border, forest reserve, and
socially contesting boundaries in between. The
dichotomy of the ‘inside-outside” and, thereby ‘insider-
outsider’- be it within the forest enclaves, over the
disputed border or over who should have how much
control over land and resources features in the everyday
experiences of the peasants occupying the forest lands.
The chapter seeks to unearth the multiple layers factored
in the making of the peasantry and peasant politics in
Doyang. In the process, it situates the intrinsic
relationship between the peasantry and the State and the
structural changes the latter seeks to force on the former.
The chapter proffers a more inclusive understanding of
forest dwellers in Northeast India, informed by the
collective histories of primitive accumulation, migration
and peasantisation of forest lands. The idea is to go
beyond the traditional understanding of forest dwellers
as people dependent solely on forest produce, and
hence ‘backward’, but to look at the integral component
of an agricultural landscape in forests.
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A. Learning With and From the Global South: Opportunities for Engaging
Girls and Young Women with Disabilities Across Southern Spaces

The project, commenced in January 2022, was funded by the Social Science
and Humanities Research Council, Canada. Nandini Ghosh, IDSK and Xuan
Thuy Nguyen, Carleton University, Canada are the principal investigators
along with co-investigators Claudia Mitchel, McGill University, Canada,
Deborah Stienstra, University of Guelph, Canada and Relebohile Moletsane,
University of KwaZulu-Natal South Africa.

This project examines how girls and young women with disabilities across
three post-colonial contexts - Vietnam, India, and South Africa - can engage in
knowledge production in relation to their experience with different forms of
structural, physical, expressive, and institutional violence in relation to their
body and security. This study used decolonial and community- engaged arts-
based approaches, including participatory visual methodologies to engage
girls with disabilities in each of the sites. Located in the specific context of
South 24 Parganas, the study engages with approximately 20 girls and women
with disabilities using participatory arts-based methods including photovoice,
cellphilming (short videos shot with cell phone), and zine productions (arts-
based locally-produced magazines) to shift power relations, creating access,
building relationships, and fostering social change among marginalized
communities and individuals. The project has created a small network of girls
and women with disabilities in 24 Parganas (S) who are highlighting the issues
they have faced in their lives in different ways with the relevant authorities.

I Theprojectis scheduled to end inJune 2025.
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B. Revisiting the Craft of History Writing for Children

The project funded by Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, South
Asia (during 2022-2023) aims to produce a series of
illustrated history books for children of 12—-14 years of
age that will help them to critically engage with the past.
The purpose is to make the young readers curious and
interested in India and South Asia’s history. Written in an
anecdotal style, from an intersectional perspective, the
books in this series intend to develop empathy in the
minds of the young readers towards the others’
experiences of the past. While doing so, the books
follow the grammar of history-writing by being factually
correct and historiographically informed. Three books
had been published in 2022. The subjects covered are —
partition, language politics in the Indian subcontinent
and postcolonial history of citizenship. Three more
books were written in 2023 which included history of
river, war and consumption. The books are originally
written in Bengali and then they are translated into
English and Assamese. Scroll-painters are working with
the researchers to produce illustrations for the books. In
2024, three more books — covering the social histories of
eating, attire and sports, were published first in Bangla
and then in English and Assamese.

As a part of the project several dissemination initiatives
with school teachers, children, parents and activists
have been undertaken. Anwesha Sengupta was the
principal investigator of this ongoing project. This
project has been completed On 31 December 2024.

C. ICHR-IDSK Joint Project on ‘Documents on
Economic History during the British Rule in
Northern and Western India in the Late Nineteenth
Century: Quality of Life’

The project commenced in March 2013 with Professor
Amiya Kumar Bagchi as General Editor and Professor
Arun Bandopadhyay as Associate Editor and Dr.
Ramkrishna Chatterjee as Coordinator. This project so
far has the credit of publishing 12 volumes on Eastern
India, Southern India and Northern India (Delhi:
Manohar, 2009, 2011, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2024). At
present, the work is going on Western India and North

Western India, particularly Punjab.

The first twenty years of the documentation projects on
Economic History and Quality of Life of Western India
(1860s-1870s) was completed and submitted with a long
Introduction to the ICHR for publication. It is expected
that ICHR will now publish it in 3-4 parts, with an apt
Foreword by the Chairman Professor Raghavendra
Tanwar and be released on the Foundation Day of the
Council in March 2026.

During 2024-25, the research work was going on
Western India during the 1880s-1890s and a new work
was initiated on North-Western India (particularly
Punjab) covering from the 1850s-1870s. Both collection
and collation of documents of the aforesaid period have
just started, and hopefully it will take tangible form in
2025-2026. Four Research Assistants worked on the
projects, during the period under the guidance of
Coordinator and the Associate Editor.

Professor Amiya Kumar Bagchi, General Editor of the
series, passed away in November 2024. It is resolved in
the last meeting of the review committee of the ICHR-
IDSK Project held at the ICHR, New Delhi on 29 April
2025, that the volume on Western India in the Late
Nineteenth Century Part | (1860s-1870s) will be
dedicated to the memory of Professor Bagchi. It has been
further resolved that henceforth Professor Arun
Bandopadhyay will work as the General Editor of the
series.

D. Early Marriage among Girls in West Bengal: An
Investigation through Triangulation of Available
Data

Despite sustained efforts to reduce the incidence of early
marriage among girls, the percentage of women age 18-
29 who were first married by exact age 18 was the
highest in West Bengal among all the Indian states in
2019-21 (NFHS-5). What is more disturbing is that
though the rate declined between NFHS-3 and NFHS-4
(also between DLHS-3, 2007-08) and DLHS-4 (2012-
13)), it stubbornly remained at 42% between NFHS-4
and NFHS-5. With the lowest TFR (1.4) and relatively
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better female literacy rate among the Indian states, West
Bengal’s high under-age marriage statistics are puzzling.
The objectives of the study, sponsored by the
Department of Women and Child Development and
Social Welfare, Government of West Bengal, are (a) to
explore the spatial pattern in early marriage of girls in
West Bengal and to identify the hotspots; (b) to compare
West Bengal with states at similar and poorer levels of
human development that have done better in terms of
reducing early marriage of girls and identify the factors
behind such high figures in West Bengal, (c) to carry out
harmonization, triangulation and validation of data from
different sources to reconcile the inconsistencies and
puzzles with respect to early marriage; (d) to undertake a
systematic review of existing research on child marriage;
(e) to evaluate how far Kanyashree has been effective in
reducing early marriage of girls in West Bengal. The
study has been carried out by Achin Chakraborty,
Saswata Ghosh and Simantini Mukhopadhyay.

E. The Impact of Male Out-migration on Women’s
Financial Autonomy and Child Well-being in Rural
West Bengal

Male migration to cities for work has become a key
livelihood strategy in India, particularly in agriculturally
depressed regions of West Bengal. Many married men
migrate alone, leaving their wives and children behind
in rural villages. While studies have shown economic
benefits for households due to migration, the impact on
wives' autonomy and decision-making power remains
underexplored. This research project, funded by the
Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR),
examines how husbands' migration affects women's
financial and non-financial autonomy, household
spending on health, nutrition, education, and broader
empowerment. The study surveyed 750 married women
across various districts in West Bengal, categorising
them into non-migrant, returned-migrant, and current
migrant households. Focus Group Discussions and
migrant interviews were conducted in states like Kerala,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and Maharashtra.
Findings indicate that migration enhances women's
decision-making power and digital media exposure, but
financial autonomy remains inconclusive. Unlike other

studies, this research found no significant effect on
women’s participation in paid work or self-help groups.
While migrant wives prioritise food and healthcare, no
clear impact was observed on education expenditures.
Political participation among left-behind wives also
showed mixed results. The final report will be submitted
by June 2025.

F. Impact Evaluation Study for different schemes of
West Bengal Minorities’ Development and
Financial Corporation (WBMDFC)

This research project, commissioned by the West Bengal
Minorities” Development and Finance Corporation
(WBMDFC), is an impact evaluation study focusing on
the beneficiaries of different scholarships and schemes
provided by WBMDFC. As previously discussed, this
study covers seven schemes: Pre-Matric, Post-Matric,
Merit-Cum-Means, Swami Vivekananda Merit-Cum-
Means, Talent Support Program, Education Loan, and
Job and Skill Training. Surveys have been conducted on
the beneficiaries, district-level officials, and
functionaries in all 23 districts of West Bengal. The study
findings flag several challenges relating to filling out the
online application form, lack of awareness, school
dropout and attendance, guarantors for education loans,
school infrastructure, dormant bank accounts of the
beneficiaries due to no banking transactions, and lack of
job-training outcome data. Several suggestions have
been made for the better implementation of the scheme.
The report is expected to be submitted by the end of June
2025. The principal investigators of this project are Dr.
Subrata Mukherjee, Dr. Anwesha Sengupta and Dr.
Rahul Rajak.

G. Salt Lake: Exploring a 50 Years’ History

This IDSK funded project is coordinated by Dr. Anwesha
Sengupta, Dr. Supurna Banerjee and Mr. Sanjoy Kar. Salt
Lake also known as Bidhannagar, located in the eastern
fringes of Kolkata is probably the most completely
planned township around Kolkata. While the township
in its present form is still quite new completing 50 years
in 2022, this area had been under consideration for
various administrative purpose from late eighteenth
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century when these were marshlands. The earliest
known reference to Salt Lake was in 1756 when Siraj-ud-
Daulah, the Nawab of Bengal, camped at this place to
chalk out a strategy for attacking Lord Clive of the British
East India Company at Fort William. The salt water
marshes which constituted the area had served as
underground drainage system already in the 19th
century colonial Bengal being used for sewage farming.
It was in late 19th century that the colonial government
officially started reclaiming these saltwater bodies by
connecting them to the Maratha Ditch. The extensive
canal systems of this region were used to transport rice
thus it becoming a part of the rice route. The concrete
planning and execution of the township as it is today

begun only in the late twentieth century under the aegis
of the then Chief Minister BC Roy. The idea of this
project is to document this history of the formation of the
township. Documents and interviews have been
collected to shed light on issues of social history, urban
planning, governance, property and land rights to
understand Salt Lake as an exercise of postcolonial
urbanity. Why Salt Lake was created, the site as an
administrative set up and also its evolution has been
explored. An archive of primary and secondary sources
and oral history interviews for researchers have been
created at IDSK to facilitate academic research. An
exhibition was organised to highlight the collection of
the archives.
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4 Collaborations

1. The University of Calcutta

In 2016, IDSK launched PhD programme in Development Studies, in
collaboration with the University of Calcutta. The PhD degree continues to be
conferred by the University of Calcutta (CU). The Research Advisory
Committee comprises the faculty representatives of IDSK, different
departments of CU, and eminent professors from other institutions /
universities as external members.

2. Finance Department, Government of West Bengal

The Finance Department, Government of West Bengal entered into a
collaboration with IDSK to receive research support in the areas of state
finances including revenue analysis, expenditure analysis, debt analysis as well
as other areas of mutual interest. IDSK is also expected to deliver relevant and
customized training programmes based on invitation from Finance
Department for the participants identified by Finance Department and other
key stakeholders.

3. Netaji Subhas Administrative Training Institute, Government of West
Bengal
The objective is to establish cooperation between the two institutes to realise
their full potential in the field of training and research. The MoU marks the
formal commitment of both institutions to explore practical approaches for
creating mutually beneficial relationships in order to enhance the capacities of
functioning and contribute to skill development, capacity building and
research. They will provide each other advocacy, research support, technical
and handholding assistance and capacity building services in the areas of
research and training, specifically in the area of economics and social other
social sciences and their impact on public service delivery. Regular exchange
of faculty as well as collaborative applied studies and developing strategic

P policy papersin the areas related to public policy.
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5 Conferences/Seminars/
Workshops etc.

Women, Work and Violence

A Seminar Women, Work and Violence, was organised by IDSK, Kolkata, in
collaboration with IAWS on 12 March 2025. This seminar focussed on
broader patterns of discrimination, power, and privilege, linking different
forms of violence to diverse workspaces and relationships. In India, the fact
that the landmark judgement of the Supreme Court in Vishaka v. State of
Rajasthan (1997) and the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, women come up against
not such sexual harassment, but also gendered and patriarchal ideologies that
intermingle with other marginal identity discourses to structure their
experiences in diverse workspaces. In the present scenario where workplace
harassment of women is on the rise against a proactive law, where the RG Kar
incident has shaken people of Kolkata in diverse ways and stimulated
conversations around women'’s safety, it is pertinent to initiate discussions
once again in feminist circles about issues of sexual and other harassment
faced by women in their diverse workspaces. Dr. Nandini Ghosh from IDSK,
who is also on the Executive Committee of IAWS coordinated with Eastern
Regional Committee of IAWS to organise this seminar.

Disability Justice: Looking Beyond Ableist Frames

A two-day international conference on Disability Justice: Looking Beyond
Ableist Frames, organized by the Institute of Development Studies Kolkata
(IDSK) and partially funded by Indian Council of Social Science Research,
Eastern Regional Centre (CU), was held on 12-13 November 2024. Dr.
Nandini Ghosh of IDSK was the coordinator of the conference. The two-day
conference witnessed the participation of over 50 scholars of disability studies
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engaging with the core theme of the conference. There
were 2 plenary sessions, a keynote and valedictory
session, along with 10 parallel sessions and a round
table. The deliberations highlighted every day issues of
justice encountered by disabled people and their
families, ranging from structural concerns like health,
education and employment to questions of literary
representation and angsts around sexuality and care. The
disability justice model necessitates a movement out of
ableist frameworks which tend to fixate on ability
expectations and their consequences, and towards
exploring the potential of disability communities, the
creative possibilities they offer, and their contributions
to the flourishing of societies. It calls for dismantling
common stereotypes of disabled people as tragic
victims, villains, innocent angels, and/or supercrips, and
instead garnering greater respect for people with
disability/ies and their perspectives in the framing of
societies. This conference was able to build a bridge
between ideologies and representations and mundane
concerns lodged within everyday realities and
experiences of disabled people.

Writing the City: A Multidisciplinary Perspective on
Urban Studies

A seven-day workshop on Writing the City: A
Multidisciplinary Perspective on Urban Studies was
organized by IDSK from 2 to 9 July 2025. Urban studies
have emerged as one of the leading areas of global
scholarship in recent times. The multi-faceted histories
have brought in new categories of
understanding urbanization. As a field of humanities and
social science, the urban has been a focus of study across
disciplines. In this seven-day workshop different
methodologies were explored through which the urban
has been/can be studied and move towards a possible
interdisciplinarity of approach. Through the vantage
point of different disciplines, the workshop offered a

of cities

foray into a variety of methodologies—their theoretical
framing as well as practical training. The workshop was a
combination of lectures by experts as well as practical
training and participatory work. Keynote lecture was
delivered by Dr. Rajarshi Dasgupta and the valedictory
lecture was delivered by Prof. Tapati Guha Thakurta.
Other resource persons were Kaustubh Mani Sengupta,
Dipanwita Saha, Samata Biswas, Garima
Dhabai, Pawan Dhall, Rudra Mondal, Subhasree
Dasgupta, Jenia Mukherjee, Nabina Gupta, Anwesha
Sengupta, Supurna Banerjee, Subrata Mukherjee, Rahul
Rajak and Sanjoy Kar. The workshop was attended by 27
participants. Anwesha Sengupta and Supurna Banerjee
were the coordinators of the workshop.

In Memoriam

IDSK organized a meeting on 9 December 2024 in
memory of Professor Amiya Kumar Bagchi, the Founder-
director of IDSK who passed away on 28 November
2024 to celebrate his life and work. IDSK fraternity,
relatives, friends, students of Professor Bagchi gathered
at IDSK to pay respect by reminiscing his life, academic
and research work.

Discussion

A discussion in memory of Professor Mrinal Dasgupta on
Poribortorner Bangladesh: Kon Pothe? (in Bangla) was
organized by IDSK in collaboration with the Alumni
Association of Calcutta University Economics
Department on 25 January 2025. The discussants were
Professor Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury, Professor of
Political Science & Former Vice-Chancellor, Rabindra
Bharati University, Professor Maidul Islam, Professor of
Political Science, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences,
Calcutta and Professor Anindya Jyoti Majumdar,
Professor of International Relations, Jadavpur University
and Officiating Director, IDSK.
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Lectures by IDSK Faculty & Visiting Scholar

Date Speaker Title
5 April 2024 Indrani Chakraborty Changing Distribution of Leverage and Formation of
Director & Professor of Economics “Clubs” in Indian Corporate Firms during 1991-2021:
A Nonparametric Approach Director & Professor of
Economics
19 April 2024 Gorky Chakraborty Rituals of State Making: From Citizens to Non-citizens
Associate Professor, IDSK
25 April 2024 Subrata Sarkar Machine Learning and Big Data for Economists

Professor, IGIDR

28 June 2024 Aparajita Dasgupta
Associate Professor of Economics

Ashoka University

Gendered Transport Subsidy and its Short Run Effect
on Female Employment: Evidence from Delhi’s Pink
Pass Scheme

9 August 2024 Barnita Bagchi

Chair and Professor, World Literatures

in English, University of Amsterdam

Education, Utopia, and Literature

16 August 2024 Simantini Mukhopadhyay

Assistant Professor, IDSK

Why is the Economic Gradient in Self-rated Health
Weak for Elderly in India?

Swati Mantri
Independent Researche

23 August 2024

Construction of a Socio-spatial Identity: Narratives
from Neighbourhood in the City of Kolkata

6 September 2024 Anwesha Sengupta

Assistant Professor, IDSK

The Rain and the Rivers: Towards a Water History of
British India’s Partition

13 September 2024 Tanika Chakraborty
Associate Professor of Economics
Indian Institute of Management
Calcutta

Public Private Partnership Models in Social Health
Insurance Schemes- Evidence from a Pioneering
Program in India

27 September 2024 Nandini Ghosh
Assistant Professor, IDSK

Protection vs Development: Children with Disabilities
and CCls in West Bengal

28 March 2025 Anindya Jyoti Majumdar
Professor of International Relations,
Jadavpur University & Officiating

Director, IDSK

India and the Contemporary World Order
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6 Academic Programmes

PhD in Development Studies

As a ‘Sister Institute” of the University of Calcutta, IDSK has been allowed to
conduct the PhD programme in Development Studies under the auspices of
the University of Calcutta. The programme is to be monitored by a Research
Advisory Committee set up by the Vice Chancellor of CU, comprising
Professors Amit Dey (University of Calcutta) as Convenor, Manabi Majumder
(formerly of Centre for Studies in Social Sciences), Anjan Chakrabarti
(University of Calcutta), Rajarshi Majumdar (University of Burdwan), and
Bidhan Kanti Das (IDSK). Currently 38 students are enrolled in the programme
who are at various stages of completion of their research and three candidates
received their degree during this academic year.

Post Graduate Diploma in Development Studies

IDSK introduced a one-year multi-disciplinary Post Graduate Diploma course
in Development Studies in the year 2024 which aims to combine rigorous
academic study with practical skills. The course is designed to provide an
understanding of various perspectives on development issues, through
rigorous coursework and guided research. The perspectives are drawn from
different disciplines, with a strong emphasis on the classics in social sciences
and humanities. The strength of the course particularly lies in the balance it
maintains between theory and hands-on training on tools of analysis, both
quantitative and qualitative. The duration of the entire programme is one year
(two semesters), equally divided between coursework and guided research for
writing report/dissertation.
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Student Dissertations

On-going PhD Dissertations under the guidance of IDSK faculty

Following students are enrolled in the PhD programme under the supervision/co-supervision of IDSK faculty

members:
SI. No. Name Research Topic Institute/ Supervisor(s)
University
1 Abhinab Ghosh Corporate Financing, Ownership and Firm University of Indrani Chakraborty
Behaviour: A Study of Textile Industry in  Calcutta
India in the Post-Reform Period
2 Abishek Paul Ageing and Quality of Life of the Elderly: ~ |DSK- University Subrata Mukherjee
Studying the Role of Institutions in India of Calcutta Rahul Rajak
3 Amit Kumar Ghosh ~ Case Politics and Social Mobility in IDSK- University Supurna Banerjee
Post-colonial West Bengal of Calcutta
4 Amitava Gupta Some Aspects of Jawaharlal Nehru’s Idea  |psK- University Achin Chakraborty
of Distributive Justice of Calcutta
5 Amrapali Mukherjee Belief and Practices /f\round Meﬁstruation IDSK- University Bidhan Kanti Das
Across lefgrent Social Groups in West of Calcutta Nandini Ghosh
Bengal, India
6 Anik Biswas ball lonial - 1denti
EOOt aitin PSSCPCO omiaj Bengal: Identity, IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta
conomy and ontestations of Calcutta Supurna Banerjee
7 Aranya Chowdhury Labour and Technology at Calcutta Port: IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta

Decasualisation, Containerisation, and
Privatisation

of Calcutta Ritajyoti Bandopadhyay
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SI. No. Name Research Topic Institute/ Supervisor(s)
University
8 Aruna Pain Innovation, Competition and Firm University of  Indrani Chakraborty
Performance: An Analysis of Indian Calcutta
Pharmaceutical Industry in the Post-reform
Period
9 Avishek Mistry Interrogating Dalit Women'’s Literary IDSK- University Supurna Banerjee

Representation, Translation and Publication of Calcutta
in the Context of Dalit Life Writings
from Bengal

10 Gopal Biswas Economic Growth and Population Health:  |psk- University Subrata Mukherjee
A District Level Analysis of India of Calcutta
11 Hassan Momin Rivers as Borders: A Study on Select IDSK- University Gorky Chakraborty

International Riparian Boundaries of India ¢ cajcutta

12 Kumar Sankar Das Welfare State, Social Policy and Conflict IDSK- University Saswata Ghosh

in India of Calcutta Zaad Mahmood,
Presidency University

An Ethnographic Study of the Culture

13 Kundan Ghosh Industry of Sholapith Craft in West Bengal

University of ~ Bidhan Kanti Das
Calcutta Arnab Das

The Question of Human Security in the
Borderlands: A Study of International
Borders in West Bengal

14 Md. Akbor Ali IDSK- University Gorky Chakraborty

of Calcutta

University of  Bidhan Kanti Das

From ‘Local’ to ‘Global’ : Exploring Calcutta

Understanding of Ecological and Livelihood
Uncertainties and Mitigation Mechanism
from Indigenous and Global Perspectives

15 Nandini Kar
Arnab Das

16 Nisharuddin Khan IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta

The Impact of Partition on Muslims of

Bengal (1947-64) of Calcutta
Bengal: A Study of Malda District of Calcutta

18 Pallavi Mondal Political Economy of Public Policy in IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
Select States of India of Calcutta

19 Pintu Kabiraj Aspects of Crime in India IDSK- University Simantini

of Calcutta Mukhopadhyay
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SI. No. Name Research Topic Institute/ Supervisor(s)
University
20 Pragna Paramita Market and Women’s Agency in University of  Achin Chakraborty

Mondal Commercial Surrogacy in India Calcutta
21 Priti Bhowmick Local Governance of Water and Sanitation  University of ~ Bidhan Kanti Das
in the Metropolitan Area of West Bengal: Calcutta Arnab Das
An Ethnographic Inquiry
22 Priyanka Roy Gendered Negotiations: A Study of Female  |DSK- UniversityNandini Ghosh
Entrepreneurs in West Bengal of Calcutta Subhanil Chowdhury
23 Rivu Basu Causes.of Poor Adherence to Long Term IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
Therapies: The Case of Anti-Tubercular of Calcutta
Drugs
24 Ronojoy Banerjee lSJrlzjan Lfagdlznd Populist Politics: A Case IDSK- University Achin Chakraborty
tudy of Rolkata of Calcutta Subhanil Chowdhury
25  Said Bin Sarif Al Agricultural Markets in West Bengal: With | ney . jniversity Achin Chakraborty
Special Reference to FPOs
Mamun of Calcutta
. Beyond Citizenship: Exploring the Emerging : .
26 Samik Roy Spaces of Non-Citizenship in Assam IDSK- University Gorky Chakraborty
Chowdhury of Calcutta
) Food in the Political Landscape of West ) )
27 Sanchari Chakraborty Bengal: 1947-1967 IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta
of Calcutta Simantini
Mukhopadhyay
Exploring Domestic Work: A Sociological
28 Sanchari Naskar Study of Dynamics of the Middle-class IDSK- University Nandini Ghosh
Households of Contemporary Kolkata of Calcutta
29 Sharannyo Banerjee A Social History of Alcohol and other IDSK- University Nandini Ghosh
Substances in India. of Calcutta Achin Chakraborty
30 Shibthakur Hembram Capability Deprivation, Occupational IDSK- University Bidhan Kanti Das
Mobility and Quality of Life: A Study of of Calcutta Subrata Mukherjee
Tribal Communities in West Bengal
31 Shreya Saha Gendering Crime and Criminality in IDSK- University Anwesha Sengupta
Bengal c. 1900-1970s of Calcutta
32 Shyamaprasad Das ~ Examining Decentralized Forest IDSK- University Bidhan Kanti Das

Dhibar

Governance in India: A Comparative Study of Calcutta

of West Bengal & Odisha
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SI. No. Name Research Topic Institute/ Supervisor(s)
University
33 Sohini Sarkar Mergers and Acquisitions in Manufacturing 1DSK- University Indrani Chakraborty

Firms and its Effects on the Economy:An

Analysis of India in the Post-reform Period

of Calcutta

34 Soumi Mukherjee  Understanding the Interface Between IDSK- University Subrata Mukherjee
External Determinants and Effectiveness of of Calcutta
a Conditional Cash Transfer Programme in Supurna Banerjee
Education

35 Suchandra Bhaduri  [nitiatives for the Disabled in Colonial IDSK- University Nandini Ghosh
India: A Case Study of the Blind and the  f Calcutta
Deaf (1870-1950)

36 Subhankar Maity Manual Scavenging in West Bengal: The  |psi_ University Gorky Chakraborty
Caste Question of Calcutta

37 Sudipta Saha Amgrica.'s Sacred U.nilate.rglism: . IDSK- University Gorky Chakraborty
Navigating the Socio-political Terrain
: : of Calcutta
in Post-9/11 Literary Landscapes

38 Suman Dasgupta A Study O.f .the.Marglnallsed Tribal University of Bidhan Kanti Das
Communities in the Bordering Calcutta Arnab Das
Areas of the Three States of Eastern India

39 Ujjayini Roy Product Market Competition and Firm IDSK- University Indrani Chakraborty

: of Calcutta

Behaviour
Diversificati dits | t on Indi

40 Zinnia Mitra Bose fversificalion and its impact on indian IDSK- University Indrani Chakraborty

Corporate Firms

of Calcutta
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8 Faculty Activities

PARTICIPATION IN SEMINARS / CONFERENCES / WORKSHOPS /
DISCUSSIONS/ INVITED LECTURES

Achin Chakraborty

Valedictory lecture on ‘Sustainability of Human Development and How to
Get the Institutions Right’ at the National Seminar on Sustainable
Development and Social Work: Exploring the Road Ahead, Department of
Social Work, Visva Bharati University, 26 March, 2025.

Delivered online invited lecture ‘Rights and Human Development’,
Department of Political Science, Tripura University, 12 March, 2025.

Delivered 2nd Professor R. N. Chattopadhyay Memorial Lecture ‘Institutional
Issues in Human Development’, Department of Geography, Vidyasagar
University, 11 March, 2025.

Delivered 10th Professor K. E. Vaidyanathan Memorial Lecture ‘Normative
Approaches to Measurement of Inequality in Health and Nutrition” as part of
the 20th Annual Conference of the Indian Association for Social Sciences and
Health (IASSH), Sambalpur University, Odisha, 06 March, 2025.

Spoke on ‘Economic Inequality in India: Opportunity or Outcome?’ at the
panel discussion ‘Skyrocketing Income Inequality in India: Mistakes and
Corrective Measures’, Jadavpur University, 17 February, 2025.

Panelist in the online panel discussion on Union Budget organized by the
Institute for Social and Economic Change, 12 February, 2025.
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Delivered the Valedictory Lecture ‘Evaluative and
Explanatory Aspects of Development Research’ at the
Faculty Induction Programme at the UGC-MMTTC,
Jadavpur University, 11 February, 2025.

Delivered a lecture ‘Globalisation and Spatial
Inequality’ as a distinguished speaker at the seminar
organized by the Department of Geography, Adamas
University, 04 February, 2025.

Plenary Speaker on ‘Review of Wellbeing
Measurements: Reflections, Challenges and Possibilities
for India’ at the Annual Conference of Indian Health
Economics and Policy Association, India International
Centre, New Delhi, 22 January, 2025.

Made presentation on ‘Health System of West Bengal:
An Assessment’ at the Technical Workshop at Jindal
Global University, Sonipat, as part of ongoing research
study on Health Financing Fragmentation in India, 20-21
January, 2025.

Participated in the Panel Discussion on ‘Impact of Social
Identities and Institutions on Teaching, Research and
Policy Making in Economics’ at the International
Conference on ‘Social Identities, Institutions, and
Economic Development in South Asia’ organized by
Azim Premji University, Bhopal, and Institute for New
Economic Thinking and Young Scholars Initiative, APU
Bhopal, 17 January, 2025.

Delivered an invited Special Lecture on ‘Sustainability of
Human Development’, Department of Commerce,
Vidyasagar University, 09 January, 2025.

Invited lecture on ‘Development Issues in West Bengal’
at the 18th All India People’s Science Congress, West
Bengal University of Animal and Fishery Sciences
(WBUAFS), Kolkata, 30 December, 2024.

Invited lecture on ‘Education and Employability” at the
Workshop on ‘Empowering Marginalised Communities
by Bridging the Skill Gap: Strategies for Inclusive
Upgradation & Employability in Bihar’, Asian
Development Research Institute (ADRI), Patna, 28

November, 2024.

Keynote lecture on ‘Capability Deprivation, Entitlement
Failure and Social Exclusion:Understanding the lives of
Adivasis’ at ICSSR-sponsored National
Seminar on Empowering Vulnerable Tribal Groups:
Social Protection, Sustainable Livelihood, and Quality
of Life, Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University (SKBU), Purulia,
26 November, 2024.

Conducted a session on ‘Reckoning Human
Development and Deprivation: Contestation and
Unresolved Issues’ in the Summer School as part of the
Annual Conference of Human Development and
Capability Association (HDCA) held in Kolkata, 21
September, 2024.

Delivered the Nistarini Devi Memorial Lecture on ‘Girls’
Education, Age at Marriage and Women’s Work’,
Nistarini College, Purulia, 27 August, 2024.

Delivered online lecture on ‘Evaluative and Explanatory
Aspects of Development’ at NEP Orientation and
Sensitization Programme, UGC-MMTC, North Bengal
University, 30 July, 2024.

Panelist in the panel discussion on ‘Hate Speech and
Hate Crimes’ at the Centre for Studies in Media Law,
West Bengal national University of Juridical Sciences
Kolkata, 26 June, 2024.

Delivered online lecture ‘Evaluative and Explanatory
Aspects of Development’ at NEP Orientation and
Sensitization Programme, UGC-MMTC, North Bengal
University, 30 May, 2024.

Conducted three sessions on (1) Macroeconomics, (2)
Indian Economic Issues, and (3) Poverty, Inequality and
Human Development for WBCS(Exe) Probationers &
Other Allied Services, at Administrative Training
Institute, Government of West Bengal, 23-25 April,
2024.

Delivered online lecture on ‘Institutional Issues in
Human Development’, Manipal Academy of Higher
Education, Bengaluru, 08 April, 2024.

ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25

|
34



INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENTSTUDIES KOLKATA ?"jh

Faculty Activities

Inaugural Address at ECOVISION, Department of
Economics, University of Calcutta, on ‘Inequality in
India: Conceptual, Measurement and Data Issues’, 05
April, 2024.

Anwesha Sengupta

Invited lecture on ‘Deconstructing the Idea of
Belonging’ at The Idea of Belonging, History for Peace
Conference, 5-6 October 2024, Coimbatore.

A roundtable ‘Migration Memories’ at the ‘Voices in
Transit: Migration and Citizenship in South Asia’, an
ICSSR-ERC sponsored three-day international seminar
organised by the Departments of English and Political
Science Sarojini Naidu College for Women, Kolkata, 10-
12 July, 2024.

Bidhan Kanti Das

Invited lecture on ‘Social Inclusion of the Tribal
Population” in a one-day seminar ‘Embracing
Difference, Celebrating Togetherness’ organised by Jay
Prakash Institute of Social Change and Vidyasagar
School of Social Work, 24 February 2025.

Invited lecture on ‘Making Anthropological Research
Relevant in Contemporary India: Understandings and
Works of Professor Deba Prasad Mukherjee’ on the
occasion of D P Mukherjee Memorial Programme,
organised by Indian Institute of Biosocial Research &
Development, 23 December 2024.

Gorky Chakraborty

Delivered a lecture ‘Mess in Method” in Short Term
Course on ‘Use of ‘R” and ‘Python’ in Research” at UGC-
MMTC, North Bengal University, NEP Orientation and
Sensitization Programme, 29 January, 2025.

Presented a paper ‘Proprietary Rights on Land and the
Paradox of Autonomy’ in a National Seminar on ‘75
Years of the 6th Schedule: Unresolved Issues and the
Way Forward’, Assam University, Diphu Campus,
Diphu, 12-13 November, 2024.

Panel Discussant on ‘Land and Water Interaction: Using
Floods as a Link” at India Land Development Conference
(ILDC) 24, Flame University, Pune, 7 November, 2024.

Panel Discussant on ‘Ongoing Problems of
Communalism with reference to Encroachment of
Spaces’, Department of Sociology, Jadavpur University,
20 September, 2024.

Delivered a lecture ‘Introducing Ignorance’ in UGC-
MMTC, North Bengal University, NEP Orientation and
Sensitization Programme, 13 September, 2024.

Delivered a lecture ‘Methodological Dilemmas’ in 17th
Online Faculty Induction Programme (FIP-17), 31
August, 2024.

Participated in a Round Table Discussion ‘Rivers and
Borders’, Centre for Policy Research (CPR), New Delhi,
25]uly, 2024.

Presented a paper ‘Land, ldentity and Development:
Mirroring One Against the Other’, in a ICSSR National
Seminar at the Centre for North East Studies and Policy
Research, Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi, 23-24 July,
2024.

Delivered a lecture ‘Is Waste a Resource?” in UGC-
MMTC, North Bengal University, NEP Orientation and
Sensitization Programme, 11 July, 2024.

Delivered a lecture ‘Teaching Migration in North-east
India’ at a Workshop on ‘Learning Migration’ organised
by Calcutta Research Group (CRG) and Rosa Luxemburg
Stiftung (RLS), 21 June, 2024.

Delivered a lecture ‘Citizenship Conundrums in
Contemporary Times” UGC-MMTC, North Bengal
University, NEP Orientation and Sensitization
Programme, 19 June, 2024.

Delivered a lecture ‘Looking Beyond Methodological
Moralising” in UGC-MMTC, North Bengal University,
NEP Orientation and Sensitization Programme, 4 June,
2024.
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Delivered a lecture on ‘Research and Development’ in
UGC-MMTC, North Bengal University, NEP Orientation
and Sensitization Programme, 29 May, 2024.

Delivered a lecture on ‘Research and Development’ in
UGC-MMTC, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong, on
NEP Orientation and Sensitization Programme, 28 May,
2024.

Delivered a lecture on ‘Development Lessons from
Northeast India” in UGC-MMTC, North Bengal
University, NEP Orientation and Sensitization
Programme, 5 May, 2024.

Indrani Chakraborty

Presented a paper ‘Changing Distribution of Leverage
and Formation of “Clubs” in the Indian Corporate Firms
during 1991-2021: A Nonparametric Approach’ at the
2024 RCEA International Conference in Economics
Econometrics and Finance (CEEF2024) held at Brunel
University, London during 20-22 May 2024.

Nandini Ghosh

Organised a one-day seminar ‘Women, Work and
Violence’ in collaboration with IAWS, 12 March 2025.

Resource Person at the one-day seminar Men, Gender
Roles, Masculinities and Mental Health: Breaking
Barriers and Building Support System, 18 January 2025.

Resource Person at Anti-Ragging Awareness Programme
at Rabindra Bharati University, 9 January 2025.

Presented a paper ‘Rights of Children with Disability” in
a workshop Holistic Inclusion: Children and Disability
Rights, IDSK, 7 December 2024.

Organised two-day international conference Disability
Justice: Looking Beyond Ableist Frames at the Institute
of Development Studies Kolkata partially sponsored by
the Indian Council of Social Science Research-Eastern
Regional Centre (ICSSR-ERC), 12-13 November, 2024.

Presented a paper ‘Dwarfism in Media and Culture’ at
the seminar Dwarfism and their Role in Media & Culture

organized by Department of Prosthetics and Orthotics,
NILD, Kolkata, 25 October 2024.

Delivered a talk ‘Gender, Disability and Sexuality’ at the
Centre for Women's Rights, Jindal Global Law School,
30 September 2024.

Delivered a lecture ‘Protection vs Development:
Children with Disabilities and CCls in West Bengal’, 27
September 2024.

Presented a paper ‘Envisaging Safeguarding and
Protection of Children with Disabilities within
Institutions in India: A Reflexive Approach’ presented at
the International Safeguarding Conference at Institute of
Anthropology (IADC) of the Pontifical Gregorian
University, Rome ltaly, 18-22 June 2024.

Presented a paper ‘Using Theatre to Build Solidarities at
the Virtual Congress of Qualitative Inquiry’ in a panel
‘Curating Intersectional Disability Knowledges from the
Global South: Which Methodologies Work, for
Whom?’, 31 May 2024.

Conducted a session on ‘Children and Marginality’ at a
Faculty Development Programme in Sister Nivedita
University, 30th May 2024.

Resource Person at the workshop ‘Learning Enhancing
Access & Addressing Behavioural Barriers for Promoting
Vaccination Among Persons with Disabilities’, Shillong,
13 May 2024.

Panelist in the panel discussion on ‘The Child in Media’
in public seminar organised jointly by WBSCPCR and
SNU ‘The Child in Media: Inclusion of Media and Child
Rights” in the curriculum of Journalism and Mass
Communication of Sister Nivedita University 30 April,
2024.

Presented a paper ‘Gender and Disability in India” at the
Symposium on Gender Justice: The Twin Track
Disability Rights Perspective, Galgotias University, 6
April 2024.
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Pallabi Das

Paper ‘Linguistic Identity and Choice of Contraception
Method: The Curious Reliance of the Bengali-Speaking
Community on Behavioral Methods’ was selected for
poster presentation at 6th Asian Population Association
Conference, held in Kathmandu City, Nepal, 27-30
November 2024.

Paper ‘Determinants and Regional Variations in Age at
First Marriage in India: Results from Multilevel and
Spatial Analysis’ was selected for oral presentation at 6th
Asian Population Association Conference, held in
Kathmandu City, Nepal, 27-30 November 2024.

Participated in a week-long Faculty Development
Program on ‘Research in Humanities and Social
Sciences: Contemporary Trends, Perspectives and
Pedagogy’, organized by Department of Arts, Manipal
University, Jaipur, 29 July — 2 Aug 2024.

Rahul Rajak

Participated in an online national workshop on
‘Systematic Review & Meta-analysis’ organized by the
Resilient Foundation for Academic Innovation &
Scientific Research, New Delhi, 18-20 October, 2024.

Presented a paper ‘Prevalence of Non-fatal
Occupational Injury and its Associated Risk Factors
among Male Workers in India: A Systematic Review and
Meta-analysis’ in the 15th World Conference on Injury
Prevention and Safety Promotion (Safety 2024), New
Delhi, 2-4 September 2024.

Participated in Capacity Building Programme (CBP)
on ‘Application of Geospatial and Statistical Tools and
Techniques in Social Sciences’ organized by the
Department of Geography, Gauhati University, 19-30
August 2024.

Saswata Ghosh

Invited talk on ‘An Overview of Transition to Low
Fertility, its Causes and Future Sustainability of Human

Population’, India Biodiversity Meet & International
Conference (IBM) organized by ISI, Kolkata, 24-26
March, 2025.

Invited paper presentation on ‘Social Support Networks
and Fertility in South Asia: How Does Allocare Shape
Fertility in the Context of High Social Competition?” in
XXIX 1IPS National Seminar India's Evolving
Demographics: Challenges and Implications for Human
Development, 19-20 March, 2025, Lonavala,
Maharashtra.

Invited lecture on ‘An Overview of Cervical Cancer in
India: Impediments and Facilitators’ in the two-day
ICSSR sponsored International Conference addressing
Women’s Health with Special Emphasis on
Gynaecological Issues: A Potential Path for Vision Viksit
Bharat@2047, Department of Economics, University of
Kalyani, 12-13 February 2025.

Invited lecture on ‘Implementation of a Demographic/
Health Household Survey from Scratch!” and ‘Hands-on
Training on How to Build a Questionnaire for Clean
Data Collection’ in a three-day workshop ‘Data Quality
Matters! — An Introduction to Survey Research Methods
in Demography and Public Health” organized by
Population Studies Unit (PSU), ISI, Kolkata, 10 February
2025.

Resource person on ‘Exploring Data’ in short term
course on use of ‘R” and ‘Python’ in Research organized
by UGC Malaviya Mission Teacher Training Centre,
University of North Bengal, 29 January 2025.

Invited lecture on ‘Levels and Trends of Hindu-Muslim
Fertility Differential in India: An Analysis of Past Three
Decades’ in three-day International Conference
Geography for Development: Economy, Society and
Environmental Interactions organized by Department of
Geography, Presidency University, Kolkata in
association with The Institute of Indian Geographers, 27-
29January 2025.

Panelist in the National Seminar ‘Enhancing Quality of
Life and Addressing Vulnerability Issues Among India's
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Elderly Population’, sponsored by the ICSSR, St. Xavier’s
College (Autonomous), Kolkata, 14 December 2024,

Invited lecture on “Demographic Dividend in India: Is it
a “Demographic Gift” or a “Demographic Burden”? the
Department of Economics, Jamia Milia Islamia
University, 11 July (World Population Day), 2024.

Resource Person at the ICSSR-ER sponsored Five Day
Research Methodology Workshop on Social Science on
‘Categorical Data Analysis of Qualitative Variables’,
Department of Commerce, BB College, Asansol, 10 July
2024.

Invited lecture on ‘Demographic Dividend in India: Is ita
“Demographic Gift” or a “Demographic Burden”?’
Department of Economics, Durgapur Government
College, 27 April 2024.

Simantini Mukhopadhyay

Delivered a lecture on Research Methodology at a
Faculty Development Programme for Trainers in SBI on
29 March 2025 at SBIL Kolkata.

Delivered a lecture on Research Methodology at a
Faculty Development Programme for Trainers in SBI on
29 March 2025 at SBIL Kolkata.

Presented a paper ‘What Explains the Perceived Safety of
Older Women in Kerala? An Inquiry Using Intersectional
Political Economy’ at a conference Kerala and The
World Economy, 10 — 11 March 2025, Centre for
Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

Chaired a session at the 3rd Annual Economics
Conference, St Xaviers University, 21-22 February 2025.

Presented a paper ‘What Explains the Perceived Safety of
Older Women in Kerala? An Inquiry Using Intersectional
Political Economy’ at the 3rd Annual Economics
Conference, St. Xavier’s University, 21-22 February
2025.

Discussed the paper 'Decentralised Governance and
Institutional Mechanisms for SDG Localisation in Kerala

— The Case of Best Intermediate Panchayat in Kerala' at
the 3rd Annual Economics Conference, St Xavier’s
University, 21-22 February 2025.

Discussed the paper 'Mental Health and Educational
Attainment in India: Can Economic Resources Moderate
the Association and Counter Gender Disparities?" at the
3rd Annual Economics Conference, St. Xavier’s
University, 21-22 February 2025.

Discussed a paper in the Research Scholars” Workshop
organized by the Department of Economics, University
of Calcutta, 27 January 2025.

Delivered a lecture ‘Aggregate Data Analysis’ at Political
Science Department, University of Calcutta, 25
November 2024.

Presented the paper ‘Revisiting the Socioeconomic
Gradient for the Elderly Indians in a Changing World’ at
the AICAR 2024 Aston Conference, for the 6th Annual
Conference of Aston India Centre for Applied Research:
India and the VUCA World at Aston University,
Birmingham, 1-2 September 2024. (Best Paper Award)

Accepted paper ‘Why is the Economic Gradient in Self-
rated Health Weak for the Elderly in India?’ for
presentation at HDCA Conference in Kolkata in
September 2024.

Delivered two lectures at the Training Programme for
WBCS(Exe.) Probationers & Other Allied Services of the
2024 Batch, The Netaji Subhas Administrative Training
Institute (NSATI), 23 - 24 April, 2024.

Subrata Mukherjee

Delivered a lecture ‘Machine Learning in Health
Economics Research’ and took a session on ‘Preparing
and Analysing National Sample Survey Data on Health’
at Winter School on Health Economics 2024-25
organised jointly by Tripura University and Indian
Health Economics and Policy Association, held at
Department of Economics, Tripura University, Agartala,
17-21 February, 2025.
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Chaired two technical sessions at the 12th Annual
Conference of the Indian Health Economics and Policy
Association on ‘New Paradigms in Health Economics
and Policy’ held at the India International Centre, New
Delhi, 22-23 January, 2025.

Delivered an invited talk ‘From Numbers to Description:
Evolving Importance of Quantitative Methods in Social
Science Research’ at a workshop on ‘Large-Scale Survey
Data Using Stata’ organised by Nabakrushna Choudhury
Centre for Development Studies, Bhubaneswar, 15 — 19
July, 2024.

Supurna Banerjee

Panelist in a panel ‘Future of Women at Work’ in the 5th
Economic Summit, St. Xaviers University, 20 February
2025.

Presented a paper ‘Reading Borders through Children’s
Narratives’ in National Seminar Borders of Politics:
Challenges and Negotiations organised by University of
Calcutta, 17-18 February 2025.

Presented a paper ‘Of Rights and Protection: MGNREGA
Scheme and its Working in North Bengal’ in ICSSR
sponsored Viksit Bharat ki Atmanirbhar Betiyan:
Exploring the Role of CCTs and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
in Empowering Girls in India, IT Hyderabad, 10-11
February 2025.

Research Projects

Anwesha Sengupta

Engaged in a project ‘Revisiting the Craft of History
Writing for Children” funded by Rosa Luxemburg
Stiftung South Asia.

(Jointly with Supurna Banerjee and Sanjoy Kar) A Study
on ‘Salt Lake: Exploring a 50 Years History’ funded by
IDSK.

(Jointly with Rahul Rajak and Subrata Mukherjee)
Engaged in a project ‘Evaluation and Impact Assessment

of Various Schemes Under the West Bengal Minorities’
Development & Finance Corporation (WBMDFCQ),
sponsored by WBMDFC.

Nandini Ghosh

Engaged in a Social Science and Humanities Research
Council, Canada funded collaborative research project
‘Learning with and from the Global South: Opportunities
for Engaging Girls and Young Women with Disabilities
across Southern Spaces’ with Carleton University,)
McGill University, University of Guelph, Canada, and
University of KwaZulu-Natal South Africa.

Rahul Rajak

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta and Subrata Mukherjee)
Engaged in a project ‘Evaluation and Impact Assessment
of Various Schemes Under the West Bengal Minorities’
Development & Finance Corporation (WBMDFQ),
sponsored by WBMDFC.

Simantini Mukhopadhyay
(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty and Saswata Ghosh)

Engaged in a project ‘Early Marriage among Girls in West
Bengal: An Investigation through Triangulation of
Available Data’ funded by the Department of Women &
Child Development and Social Welfare, Government of
West Bengal.

Subrata Mukherjee

Engaged in a project ‘The Impact of Male Out-Migration
on Women's Financial Autonomy and Child Well-Being
in Rural West Bengal’, sponsored by the Indian Council
of Social Science Research (ICSSR).

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta and Rahul Rajak)
Engaged in a project ‘Evaluation and Impact Assessment
of Various Schemes Under the West Bengal Minorities’
Development & Finance Corporation (WBMDFQ),
sponsored by WBMDEFC.
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Supurna Banerjee

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta and Sanjoy Kar)
Engaged in a project on ‘Salt Lake: Exploring a 50 Years
History’ funded by IDSK.

Association with other Institutions / Membership of
Organizations / Miscellaneous

Achin Chakraborty

Member, Editorial Board of the Book Series Dynamics of
Asian Development, Springer

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Indian Journal of
Human Development

Member, Board of Studies in Economics, Presidency
University.

Member, Board of Studies in Economics and Politics,
Visva Bharati University

Member, Board of Studies in Economics, Ramakrishna
Mission Vidyamandira, Belur

External Member, Research Advisory Committee for
Economics, Jadavpur University

External Member, Research Advisory Committee for
Economics, St Xavier’s University

‘Eminent Speaker’, at Netaji Subhas Administrative
Training Institute, Government of West Bengal

Examiner of PhD and MPhil theses of various universities
CICOPS Fellow, University of Pavia, Italy.

Reviewed manuscripts for Springer, Oxford University
Press, Cambridge University Press, Routledge.

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) Dibyendu
Biswas (IDSK): Aspects of Efficiency and Equity in
Urbanization [Degree awarded]

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) Pintu Kabiraj
(IDSK): Aspects of Crime in India [Submitted]

Pragna Paramita Mondal (University of Calcutta): Market
and Women’s Agency in Commercial Surrogacy in
India.

Amitava Gupta (IDSK): Some Aspects of Jawaharlal
Nehru’s Idea of Distributive Justice

Rivu Basu (IDSK): Causes of Poor Adherence to Long
Term Therapies: The Case of Anti-Tubercular Drugs
(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) Pallavi Mondal
(IDSK): Public Policy and State Capacity

(Jointly with Nandini Ghosh) Sharannyo Banerjee
(IDSK): A Social History of Alcohol and Other
Substances in India

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) Said Bin Sarif Al
Mamun (IDSK): Agricultural Markets in West Bengal:
With Special Reference to FPOs

Anwesha Sengupta

Guest Lecturer, Department of History, West Bengal
State University, 2017 - present.

External Consultant, ‘The Past as Present: Approaches to
Pedagogy, History, and Archaeology in India’ - a
collaborative project between Shiv Nadar University,
Vidyagyan School (Bulandshahr) and Shiv Nadar School
Noida, funded by Shiv Nadar Foundation.

Member of Research Advisory Committee of Laboni
Kundu, Department of History, Rabindra Bharati
University, under the supervision of Suvobrata Sarkar.

PhD Supervision

Nisharuddin Khan (IDSK): The Impact of Partition on
Muslims of Bengal (1947-64) [Submitted]

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) Sanchari
Chakraborty (IDSK): Food in the Political Landscape of
West Bengal: 1947-1967

(Jointly with Supurna Banerjee) Anik Biswas (IDSK):
Football in Post-Colonial Bengal: Identity, Economy and
Contestations

Shreya Saha (IDSK): Gendering Crime and Criminality in
Bengal c.1900-1970s

(Jointly with Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay, IISER, Mohali)
Aranya Chowdhury (IDSK): Labour and Technology at
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Calcutta Port: Decasualisation, Containerisation, and
Privatisation

Bidhan Kanti Das

PhD Supervisor, Department of Anthropology,
University of Calcutta

Examiner, Moderator and paper setter, Post Graduate
Department of Anthropology, University of Calcutta and
Sidho Kanho Birsa University, Purulia and PG
Department of Social Work , St. Xaviers” University

Member, ITUAES Commission on Environment and
Development

Life Member, Indian National Confederation and
Academy of Anthropologists (INCAA)

Member, Indian Anthropological Society, Kolkata
Member, Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Social Sciences and
Humanities, St. Xaviers” University, Kolkata.

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Arnab Das) Srija Mandal (University of
Calcutta), Living in the Streets: An Ethnography of
‘Homelessness’ in Kolkata [Degree awarded]

(Jointly with Arnab Das) Priti Bhowmick (University of
Calcutta) Local Governance of Water and Sanitation in
the Metropolitan Area of West Bengal: An Ethnographic
Inquiry.

(Jointly with Arnab Das) Nandini Kar (University of
Calcutta): Understanding Livelihood Uncertainties and
Mechanisms for Coping with Environmental Stress and
Shocks in Two Ecological Zones of West Bengal.

(Jointly with Nandini Ghosh) Amrapali Mukherjee
(IDSK): Belief and Practices Around Menstruation
Across Different Social Groups in West Bengal, India.

Kundan Ghosh: An Ethnographic Study of the Culture
Industry of Sholapith Craft in West Bengal.

(Jointly with Arnab Das) Suman Dasgupta (University of
Calcutta) A Study of the Marginalised Tribal
Communities in the Bordering Areas of the Three States
of Eastern India.

Shyama Prasad Das Dhibar (IDSK): Examining Forest
Governance in India: A Comparison Between West
Bengal and Odisha.

Gorky Chakraborty

in the Module: Module on
Environment and Climate Change for students of PCC
2025 Batch at SNTCSSC, Administrative Training

Institute, Salt Lake, Kolkata.

Delivered lectures

PhD Supervision

Hassan Momin (IDSK): Rivers as Borders: A Study on
Select International Riparian Boundaries of India.

Md. Akbor Ali (IDSK): The Question of Human Security
in the Borderlands: A Study of International Borders in
West Bengal.

Samik Roy Chowdhury (IDSK): Beyond Citizenship:
Exploring the Emerging Spaces of Non-Citizenship in
Assam.

Subhankar Maity (IDSK): Manual Scavenging in West
Bengal: The Caste Question.

Sudipta Saha (IDSK): America’s Sacred Unilateralism
Navigating the Socio-political Terrain in Post-9/11
Literary Landscapes.

Indrani Chakraborty

Member, Econometric Society
Life Member, Indian Econometric Society
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PhD Supervision

Abhinab Ghosh (University of Calcutta): Corporate
Financing, Ownership and Firm Behaviour: A Study of
Textile Industry in India in the Post-Reform Period.

Aruna Pain (University of Calcutta): Innovation,
Competition and Firm Performance: An Analysis of
Indian Pharmaceutical Industry in the Post-reform
Period

Sohini Sarkar (IDSK): Mergers and Acquisitions in
Manufacturing Firms and its Effects on the Economy: An
Analysis of India in the Post-reform Period.

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) Zinnia Mitra
Bose (IDSK): Diversification and its Impact on Indian
Corporate Firms.

Ujjayini Roy (IDSK): Product Market Competition and
Firm Behaviour [Submitted].

Nandini Ghosh

Member, PhD Research Committee Department of
Women'’s Studies, Jadavpur University.

Member, Research Advisory Committee for Biswajit
Ghosh, Research Scholar Department of Sociology,
Presidency University.

Member, Research Advisory Committee for Ms.
Zuvairya. AM (UGCHJRF), at the Department of
Sociology & Population Studies, Bharathiar University.

Member, Executive Committee of Indian Association of
Women'’s Studies.

External member, Internal Complaints Committee at
Autism Society of West Bengal.

External member, Internal Complaints Committee at
Praajak India.

Expert on Disability and Childcare Institutions in West
Bengal at the District Meet of Juvenile Justice

Committee, High Court Calcutta.

Developed course content for 2 Units for the Course
'Disability, Society and Culture' for IGNOU's
Undergraduate Program.

Developed course content for 3 units for the PG
Diploma in Rehabilitation Psychology at IGNOU.

Submitted report for consultation held in the District
Meets regarding Children with Disabilities in solemn
compliance of the direction of the Hon'ble Juvenile
Justice Committee, Hon'ble High Court, Calcutta.
06.08.2024.

Participated in the meeting convened by the Hon’ble
Juvenile Justice Committee on state level Multi
Stakeholder consultation on Protection of Rights of the
Children with Disabilities 2024 on 3.08.24 .

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Bidhan Kanti Das) Amrapali Mukherjee
(IDSK): Belief and Practices Around Menstruation
Across Different Social Groups in West Bengal, India.

Priyanka Roy (IDSK): Gendered Negotiations: A Study of
Female Entrepreneurs in West Bengal

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Sharannyo Banerjee
(IDSK): A Social History of Alcohol and other Substances
in India.

Sanchari Naskar (IDSK): Exploring Domestic Work: A
Sociological Study of Dynamics of the Middle-class
Households of Contemporary Kolkata.

Suchandra Bhaduri (IDSK): Envisaging Initiatives for the
Disabled in Colonial India: A Case Study of the Blind
andthe Deatf.

Pallabi Das

Member of International Union for the Scientific Study of
Population (IUSSP).
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Member of Asian Population Association (APA).

External examiner, Department of Geography, Even
semester, 2023-2024, Amity University Kolkata

External examiner, Department of Geography, Odd
semester, Amity University Kolkata

Paper setter in Geography for the M.Sc. Semester Il
examination, 2024 of Midnapore City College, Paschim
Medinipur.

Reviewed manuscripts for the journals: PLOS One,
Asian Population Studies (Taylor & Francis), Dialogues
in Health (Elsevier).

Reviewer for the papers for 2025 International
Population Conference (IPC2025) organised by
International Union for the Scientific Study of
Population (IUSSP).

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Saswata Ghosh) Priya Bhunia (IDSK): The
Role of Social Network on Fertility in Two Socio-
demographically Contrasting States in India - A Case
Study of West Bengal and Bihar.

Internships Supervision:

(Jointly with Saswata Ghosh) SK Raihan (B.A. 5TH
Semester, History department, Presidency University):
Across the Ages: Mapping India’s Religious
Demographic Journey (1901-2021).

(Jointly with Saswata Ghosh) Senjuti Roy (M.Sc., 2nd
semester, IIPS, Mumbai): Determinants of Fertility
Differentials Between Hindus and Muslims in India: A
Regional Analysis.

(Jointly with Saswata Ghosh) Sayantani Das Majumder
(M.Sc., 2nd semester, IIPS, Mumbai): Exploring the Gap
Between Desired and Actual Fertility among Indian
Women and its Determinants: Evidences from the
National Family Health Survey (1999-2019).

Rahul Rajak
PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Subrata Mukherjee) Abishek Paul (IDSK):
Ageing and Quality of Life of the Elderly: Studying the
Role of Institutions in India.

Saswata Ghosh

Member, PhD Committee, Department of Geography,
Presidency University, West Bengal

Member, Board of Studies (BOS), Department of
Geography, Medinipur College (Autonomous), West
Bengal.

Member, International Advisory Board, Asian
Population Studies publish by Asian Population
Association (Routledge; Taylor & Francis).

Member, International Union for the Scientific Study of
Population (IUSSP)

Member, Asian Population Association (APA)

Visiting Faculty, Department of Economics, Presidency
University.

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Zaad Mahmood) Kumar Sankar Das (IDSK):
Welfare State, Social Policy and Conflict in India.

Priya Bhunia (IDSK): The Role of Social Network on
Fertility in Two Socio-demographically Contrasting
States in India- A Case Study of West Bengal and Bihar

Simantini Mukhopadhyay

Moderator, for the UG & PG Intermediate Semester
Examinations, St. Xavier's University

Moderator for St. Xavier's University, Kolkata Research
Entrance Test (XU-RET 2024) for Ph.D. Coursework, St.
Xavier's University.
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Moderator, for St. Xavier’s University Kolkata, PhD
coursework examination.

Expert Member for the Research Advisory Committee
(RAC) for Ph.D. Scholar (Economics) Debdutta Guha,
St. Xavier's University, Kolkata.

Question Paper Setter for the Aliah University Research
Entrance Test (AURET) for the subject Economics for the
PhD Admission of the 2024-2025 academic session.

PhD Supervision

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Pintu Kabiraj (IDSK):
Aspects of Crime in India. [Submitted]

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Dibyendu Biswas
(IDSK): Aspects of Efficiency and Equity in Urbanization.
[Degree awarded]

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta) Sanchari Chakraborty
(IDSK): Food in the Political Landscape of West Bengal:
1947-1967.

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Pallavi Mondal (IDSK):
Public Policy and State Capacity.

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Said Bin Sarif Al
Mamun (IDSK): Agricultural Markets in West Bengal:
With Special Reference to FPOs.

(Jointly with Indrani Chakraborty) Zinnia Mitra Bose
(IDSK): Diversification and its Impact on Indian
Corporate Firms.

Subrata Mukherjee

Took 9 sessions on ‘Econometrics and Machine Learning
Using Python’ for the Master's and PhD students at the
Centre for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram
(October 7-18, 2024)

PhD Supervision

Priyvanka Dasgupta (IDSK): Disease Burden,
Government Health Expenditure and Household
Vulnerability: A Study of Indian States [Degree awarded]

Gopal Biswas (IDSK): Economic Growth, Inequality and
Population Health in India

(Jointly with Supurna Banerjee) Soumi
Mukherjee(IDSK): Conditional Cash Transfer
Programmes in Education for Girls: A study of
Kanyashree Prakalpa in West Bengal and Savitribhai
Phule Kishori Samriddhi Yojana in Jharkhand.

Shibthakur Hembram (IDSK): Capability Deprivation,
Occupational Mobility and Quality of Life: A Study of
Tribal Communities in West Bengal (Tentative)

(Jointly with Rahul Rajak) Abishek Paul (IDSK): Ageing
and Quality of Life of the Elderly: Studying the Role of
Institutions in India.

Supurna Banerjee
Associate Editor of Asia Europe Journal

Emerging Scholar Review Board of Gender, Work and
Organization

PhD Supervision

Nur Alam (IDSK): Displacement Migration and
Livelihood in Malda District: A Study of Two Villages.

(Jointly with Subrata Mukherjee) Soumi Mukherjee
(IDSK): Conditional Cash Transfer Programmes in
Education for Girls: A Study of Kanyashree Prakalpa in
West Bengal and Savitribhai Phule Kishori Samriddhi
Yojanain Jharkhand.

Avishek Mistry (IDSK): Interrogating Dalit Women’s
Literary Representation, Translation and Publication in
the Context of Dalit Life Writings from Bengal.

Anik Biswas (IDSK): Football in Post-Colonial Bengal:
Identity, Economy, and Contestations.

Amit Kumar Ghosh (IDSK): Caste Politics and Social
Mobility in Post-colonial West Bengal

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Ronojoy Banerjee
(IDSK): Power, Legitimacy and Political Praxis:
Understanding Democracy in Contemporary India.
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Support from ICSSR

IDSK has been recognized by the Indian Council of Social Science Research
(ICSSR) under the ‘New Category of ICSSR recognized Institutes’ in 2014.
ICSSR agreed to provide the following support from 2015:

1. Tosponsor 5 Doctoral, 2 Post-doctoral and 2 Senior Fellowships. Doctoral
Fellowships have since been brought down to 2, and Post-Doctoral and
Senior Fellowships are now centrally decided by ICSSR.

2. To organize joint seminars and conferences with ICSSR. IDSK has so far
organized a number seminars and conferences with support from ICSSR.

3. To provide facility of databases/e-resources viz. JSTOR, Econlit FULL Text,
INDIASTAT &PROWESS. At present ICSSR is not providing this facility.
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10 Publications

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
Achin Chakraborty
Book

(Jointly edited with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) Revisiting Inequality:
Theoretical and Methodological Advances with Empirical Examples from
India, Routledge, 2024.

Book Chapter

(with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) ‘Introduction’” in Achin Chakraborty and
Simantini Mukhopadhyay (eds) Revisiting Inequality: Theoretical and
Methodological Advances with Empirical Examples from India, Routledge
(2024)

Other Publication

‘Amiya Kumar Bagchi: A People-Centric Intellectual Journey’, in The India
Forum, December 16, 2024.

Reviews

1. ‘Economic Perspectives on the Environment and Climate Change’,
Economic and Political Weekly, July 13, 2024 [Review of Environmental
Economics in Developing Countries: Issues and Challenges, edited by
Achiransu Acharyya, Routledge]

2. Review of Indian Economy: Issues, Policies and Performance by Rajib
Bhattacharyya and Ananya Ghosh Dastidar (Routledge), published in

I Indian Economic Review 2024.
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Publications

Anwesha Sengupta
Article in Edited Volume

Alternative History Books for Children in Bengali: A
Reflection on Writing and Reception. In Katharina
Poltze, & Birte Schroder (eds.) Putting Knowledges into
Perspective? Wissen Reflexivitit und (Multi-)
Perspektivitit in Bildungsmedien (pp. 225-246),
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht Gmbh & Co; Bilingual
edition, August 2024.

Other Publications

(Jointly with Simantini Mukhopadhyay) Khawadawa,
Itihashe Haatekhari, IDSK, Kolkata, 2024.

Report

[with Debarati Bagchi, Devtanu Raha and Wasim Helal]
Introducing Itihase Hatekhari: Interactions with
Children, IDSK, Dec 2024.

Bidhan Kanti Das
Edited Book

(Jointly Dr. Gorky Chakraborty and Abhijit Guha)
Knowledge, Power and Ignorance: The Indian Context,
Routledge: London and New York, 2024.

Book Chapters

(Jointly with Gorky Chakraborty and Abhijit Guha)
‘Introduction: Exploring Knowledge, Power and
Ignorance’ in Bidhan Kanti Das, Gorky Chakraborty and
Abhijit Guha (eds.) Knowledge, Power and Ignorance:
The Indian Context, Routledge, London and New York
2024.

(Jointly with Gorky Chakraborty and Abhijit Guha)
‘Strategic Ignorance for Bureaucratic Control?
Examining Forest Governance Practices in India’ in
Bidhan Kanti Das, Gorky Chakraborty and Abhijit Guha
(eds.) Knowledge, Power and Ignorance: The Indian
Context, Routledge, London and New York 2024.

Peer Reviewed Article

‘Beyond ‘Protected Area’ Paradigm in Conservation:
ExploringIndia’s Forest Legislation as New Conservation
Model for Developing Countries’,  Environmental
Management, Vol: 74, pp: 1223-1238, 2024.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00267-024-02056-3. Impact
factor: 2.7 (2023), Springer-Nature Journal.

Other Publications

(in Bangla) Bonlyoner NOome Jongol Saaf . Ananda Bazar
Patrika, 19 January 2025.

Gorky Chakraborty
Book

(Jointly with Asok Kumar Ray and Bhupen Sarmah)
Accumulation and Dispossession Communal Land in
Northeast India, Routledge, 2024.

Edited Books

(Jointly with Anup Shekhar Chakraborty and Anjan
Chakrabarti) Indigeneity, Development and
Sustainability: Perspectives from Northeast India,
Springer Nature, 2024.

(Jointly Dr. Bidhan Kanti Das and Abhijit Guha)
Knowledge, Power and Ignorance: The Indian Context,
Routledge: London and New York, 2024.

Book Chapters

(Jointly with Anup Shekhar Chakraborty and Anjan
Chakrabarti) ‘An Introduction to Indigeneity,
Development, and Sustainability’ in Gorky Chakraborty,
Anup Shekhar Chakraborty and Anjan Chakrabarti (eds.)
Indigeneity, Development and Sustainability:
Perspectives from Northeast India, Springer Nature,
2024.

(Jointly with Naorem Pushparani Chanu) ‘Analyzing
Out-Migration: The Unfolding Saga of NEI Out Migrants’
in Gorky Chakraborty, Anup Shekhar Chakraborty and
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Anjan Chakrabarti (eds.) Indigeneity, Development and
Sustainability: Perspectives from Northeast India,
Springer Nature, 2024.

(Jointly with Hassan Momin) ‘The Missing Fluvio-social
Dynamics of a Braided River: A Study on a Select Strech
of the Brahmaputra in Assam’, in Gorky Chakraborty,
Anup Shekhar Chakraborty and Anjan Chakrabarti (eds.)
Indigeneity, Development and Sustainability:
Perspectives from Northeast India, Springer Nature,
2024.

(Jointly with Samik Roy Chowdhury) ‘The Flux of
Belonging in Assam: Transcending Singular Articulation
of Citizenship’ in Gorky Chakraborty, Anup Shekhar
Chakraborty and Anjan Chakrabarti (eds.) Indigeneity,
Development and Sustainability: — Perspectives from
Northeast India, Springer Nature, 2024.

(Jointly with Indrani Talukdar) ‘Forest, Land, and
Peasant: The Case of Doyang Reserve Forest in Assam,
India’ in Gorky Chakraborty, Anup Shekhar Chakraborty
and Anjan Chakrabarti (eds.) Indigeneity, Development
and Sustainability: Perspectives from Northeast India,
Springer Nature, 2024.

(Jointly with Bidhan Kanti Das and Abhijit Guha)
‘Introduction: Exploring Knowledge, Power and
Ignorance’ in Bidhan Kanti Das, Gorky Chakraborty and
Abhijit Guha (eds.) Knowledge, Power and Ignorance:
The Indian Context, Routledge, London and New York
2024.

Peer Reviewed Article

(Jointly with Naorem Pushparani Chanu) ‘Pandemic and
the Mongoloid Phenotypes in India’, Social Change
54(4) 543-560, 2024.

Other Publications

(Jointly with Samik Roy Chowdhury) ‘Citizenship
Conundrum in Assam: Why Supreme Court’s
Deportation Order is a Road to Nowhere’ in The Wire,
https://thewire.in/rights/citizenship-conundrum-in-
assam-why-supreme-courts-deportation-order-is-a-road-
to-nowhere, 24 February, 2025

(Jointly with Samik Roy Chowdhury) ‘SC Verdict on
Foreign Tribunals in Rahim Ali case is Welcome, but not
Enough’ in The Wire, https://thewire.in/law/sc-verdict-
on-foreign-tribunals-in-the-rahim-ali-case-is-welcome-
but-not-enough, 25 July, 2024

Working Paper

(Jointly with Samik Roy Chowdhury and Amitabha
Sarkar) ‘Recasting Citizenship: Predispositions to Non-
Citizenship in South Asia’, Geneva AHCD Working
paper No. 3, June 2024

Indrani Chakraborty
Peer Reviewed Articles

(Jointly with Zinnia Mitra Bose) ‘Diversification-
Performance Linkage: Does Market Structure Play a
Moderating Role in India?’, Journal of Quantitative
Economics, Springer, 2024.

(Jointly with Tanveer Ahmad Khan) ‘Financial
Constraints and Export Behavior: An Analysis of Indian
Manufacturing Firms’ in Saibal Ghosh and Partha Ray
(eds.) Perspectives on Economics and Management:
Essays in honour of Anindya Sen, Routledge, 2024.

(Jointly with Ujjayini Roy) ‘Market Concentration,
Promoter Ownership and Firm Performance - Evidence
from Indian Corporate Firms, Indian Economic Review,
Springer, 2024.

Nandini Ghosh

Peer Reviewed Article

‘Little People: Bodily Frustrations and Cultural Stigma’ in
Limaye, S., Johnstone, C., & Kayama, M. (eds.) Disability
as Diversity in India: Theory, Practice, and Lived
Experience (1sted.). Routledge India, 2024.

Rahul Rajak

Peer Reviewed Articles

(Jointly with Nihal Hasan and Pradeep Kumar) ‘Drivers
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Publications

of Hygienic Menstrual Practices Among Reproductive-
age Women: Evidence from Nepal” Demographic
Health Survey-2022, Reproductive Health, 22(1):38.
doi: 10.1186/s12978-025-01976-52025

(Jointly with Pradeep Kumar and Nihal Hasan) ‘Socio-
economic Disparities in the Utilization of Improved
Sanitation Facilities Among Indian Households’,
Nature, 2025

Saswata Ghosh
Book

(Jointly with Mousumi Dutta & Zakir Husain) Maternal
and Child Health in India: Networks and Information
Diffusion, Routledge: Taylor & Francis, UK, 2024.
https://www.routledge.com/Maternal-and-Child-
Health-in-India-Networks-and-Information-Diffusion/
Dutta-Ghosh-Husain/p/book/9781032514741

Peer Reviewed Articles

(Jointly with A. Banerjee, D. Karmakar and S. Sen)
‘Prevalence of Depression and Associated Factors
among Adolescents in Uttar Pradesh, India: Insights
from UDAYA Wave-1’, Vulnerable Children and Youth
Studies published online 21 October, 2024. DOI:
10.1080/17450128.2024.2418496.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/174501
28.2024.2418496

(Jointly with M.A. Kalam, S.K. Sharma & S. Das)
‘Linkages Between Consanguinity, Pregnancy
Outcomes and Offspring Mortality in Twenty-first
Century India’, Scientific Reports, 14(1), 1-16,
2024. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-69151-7

(Jointly with K Das) ‘Gender-Parity-Specific Fertility
Decline in India: A Spatiotemporal Study’, in Chouhan
P, A. Roy, N. Kapasia, J. Das, & M. Rahaman (eds.)
Sexual and Reproductive Health of Women:
Dimensions and Perspectives, Springer Nature:
Singapore: 373-393.

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-97-

8418-9

(Jointly with Z. Husain, A. Chakrabarti, M. Dutta & K.
Chaudhuri) ‘Analyzing Mental Well-being of Adults
during the COVID-19 Pandemic Using a MIMIC Model’,
in S. Ghosh & P. Ray (eds.) Perspectives on Economics
and Management: Micro Evidence, and Business &
Macro Policies: Essays in Honour of Prof. Anindya Sen,
Routledge: London, 2024.
https://www.routledge.com/Perspectives-on-
Economics-and-Management-Essays-in-Honour-of-
Anindya-Sen/Ghosh-Ray/p/book/9781032670942

Other Publications

(In Bangla) ‘Kom Jonosonkhar Bipod’, Anandabazar
Patrika, 6 November 2024.

(In Bangla) ‘Merukoron-er Ostro’, Anandabazar Patrika,
20 May 2024.

(In Bangla) ‘Bastob Poristhiti Ki Rokom?’, Anandabazar
Patrika, 10 April 2024.

(In Bangla) ‘Jonosonkha o Bharat-er Loksabha Ason’,
Arek Rakam, Dados Barsha, Troyobingsho Sonkha, 1-15
December 2024.

Simantini Mukhopadhyay
Book

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta) Khawadawa, Itihase
Hatekhori, IDSK-RLS Project 2024.

Edited Book

(Jointly with Achin Chakraborty) Revisiting Inequality:
Theoretical and Methodological Advances with
Empirical Examples from India, Routledge, 2024.

Book Chapter

‘Introduction’ in Revisiting Inequality: Theoretical and
Methodological Advances with Empirical Examples
from India, Achin Chakraborty and Simantini
Mukhopadhyay (eds) Revisiting Inequality: Theoretical
and Methodological Advances with Empirical Examples
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Publications

from India, Routledge, 2024.

‘What Explains the Skewed Progress in Reducing Child
Undernutrition in India?” in Achin Chakraborty and
Simantini Mukhopadhyay (eds) Revisiting Inequality:
Theoretical and Methodological Advances with
Empirical Examples from India, Routledge, 2024.

Peer Reviewed Article

(Jointly with Pintu Kabiraj) ‘Quantitative Insights on Dalit
Assertion and Caste Violence in India’, Economic and
Political Weekly, 60 (9), 70-72.

Other Publications

(In Bangla) ‘Janaswastheo Meyera Upekkhitoi Thakbe?’,
Anushtup 59(2), Swastho o Somaj Bishesh Sonkhya.

(In Bangla) ‘Bouma Jokhon Constable’, Shramajeebee
Bhasha, 15(6), 21-22, 1 March 2025.

(In Bangla)'Tin Shotangsher Budget’, Anandabazar
Patrika, 3 February 2025.

(In Bangla) ‘Amar Hasi Pachchhe na’, Anandabazar
Patrika, 2 December 2024.

(In Bangla) ‘Somosto Andolonei Henseler Dayitto
Niyechhen Sadharon Manush’, Robbar.in, 16 October
2024.

(In Bangla) ‘Ditechhi Kotoi Jontrona’, Anandabazar
Patrika, 9 October 2024.

(In Bangla ) ‘Lingohingsar Stawrbhed’, Anandabazar
Patrika, 18 September 2024.

(In Bangla) ‘Ek sho-e Choddo Jawno Non, Anandabazar
Patrika, 9 July 2024.

(In Bangla) ‘Debotar Jonmo Ar Chai N3, Inscript.in, 2
June 2024.

(In Bangla) ‘Desher Nari Boro Khin’, Anandabazar

Patrika, 17 April 2024.
Subrata Mukherjee

Peer Reviewed Article

(Jointly with M Chakraborty) ‘Does Parental Migration
Affect Children’s Health in Rural India? A Fresh Look at
Retrospective Data using LASSO Regression Method’,
SN Social Sciences, 5(1).
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43545-024-
01034-0

Supurna Banerjee
Peer Reviewed Article

‘Introduction: Negotiating the Relationship Between
Aspirations and Mobility’ (Introduction to special
section Aspirational Mobility) Transfers, 14(1).

Mobility

Edited special section on Aspirational

Transfers, 14 (1).
Other Publications

‘Addressing Violent Workspaces and Their Relation to
Women’s Work’, Feminism in India, 11 March 2025.

(In Bangla) (ointly with Anwesha Sengupta and
Simantini Mukhopadhyay) ‘Choukath Periye’ series,
Robbar Digital.

INSTITUTIONAL PUBLICATIONS
Book

Northern India in the Late Nineteenth Century: Quality
of Life, Volume I, Part —Il (A,B,C): 1880s-1890s eds.
Amiya Kumar Bagchi and Arun Bandopadhyay, New
Delhi: Manohar, 2024.

Occasional Papers

83. Changing Distribution of Leverage and Formation of
“Clubs” in Indian Corporate Firms during 1991-2021: A
Nonparametric Approach, Indrani Chakraborty,
Sukhdeep Singh & Subrata Mukherjee, May 2024.

84. Why do Older Women in Kerala Feel Unsafe? An
Inquiry Using Intersectional Political Economy,
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11 Knowledge Resource Centre
(Library)

The IDSK Library is an ideal place for knowledge enhancement of academics
as well as research professionals. It began functioning from December 2002 at
5th floor of Alipore Campus of Calcutta University. It has moved to its present
own campus at Salt Lake in 2010. The Library occupies two floors (2nd and 3rd
floor, 1700 sq. ft. each) of southern block of the building.

The Library houses an impressive number of knowledge resources focussing
on various research areas in Development Studies, Economics, Sociology,
Demography, Education, Public Health, Political Science, Gender Studies,
Anthropology, Ethnography, Environmental Studies, Regional Development,
Human Sciences and Globalization. It has a total collection of 21005
processed documents including books, bound journals and other processed
documents of which IDSK'’s collection is 10568, Rabindranath Tagore Centre
for Human Development Studies’ collection is 4102 and the rest 6346 are
gifted collections.

From April 1, 2024 to 31st March 2025, the library has accessioned 102
purchased books, 28 gifted books and 1 PhD thesis. The Library subscribes the
following print journals: Journal of Indian Anthropological Society, Awards
Digest, Review of Agrarian Studies, Biblio: A Review of Books, Science and
Culture, The Book Review, The Indian Journal of Labour Economics, Journal
of Educational Planning and Administration, Sudhu Sundarban Charcha,
Desh, Boier Desh, Social Scientist, Frontline, IASLIC Bulletin, Yojana.
Twenty four journals (online) of Sage publication, EPW (online), Down To
Earth (online), Grassroots (online) have also been subscribed by the Library.
The library has procured JSTOR Developing Nations Collection Package
(More than 2000 Journals). The Library procures EPWRF India Time Series
and Indiastat databases. The Library purchases four newspapers The Hindu,
Business Line, Business Standard and Labanhrad Sambad. Recently the

P Library hasaalso received access of ONOS platform.
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Technical Processing

The Library possesses tools for processing documents.
These include Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC)
22nd and 23rd edition, Anglo American Cataloguing
Rules (AACR-2R), Sears List of Subject Headings 17th
and 20th edition, C.A. Cutter’s 3- figure Author table
fully revised edition, American Library Association (ALA)
filing rules. The Library uses Cutter-Sanborn four figure
table of OCLC Dewey Cutter Program v1.10.6 digital
version of author table for book number preparation.
Before circulation books are attached with barcode
labels.

Library Automation

The Library earlier used SOUL version 1 (Software for
University Libraries) for its on-going automation
activities. Till March 2018, the library entered and
processed 16231 documents in SOUL. Since April 2018
SOUL software is not used in full-fledged form. From
December 2017 the library started its automation
functions in Koha. The library got more prominent look
through its newly created website where all types of
information regarding the library like about the library,
collection, brief history, library committee, web opac,
visitor counting, publications of IDSK faculty, notice
regarding library etc. are found.

Library Services

The Library provides services to different types of
potential users who are the Students (M.Phil), Research
Scholars (PhD), members of Academic Council,
members of Governing Council, Postdoctoral Fellows,
Senior Research Fellows and Staff of this institution. The
internal users enjoy library lending, document delivery
and reading facilities. IDSK Library also provides reading
facility to external scholars.

The library provides following services to its members:

1. Circulation Services: Internal members have availed
the lending facility as regular members of the library.

2. Reading and References Services: During the period,

many users have visited the library physically for reading
and references purpose.

3. WebOPAC Services: Users also accessed the Web
OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) service in and
outside the Library.

4. Document Delivery Services:
a. Reprographic Services
b. Electronic Document Delivery Services
c. Document Scan Service.

5. Inter Library Loan Services: The Library is an
institutional member of Indian Statistical Institute
Kolkata, DELNET and American Information Resource
Centre Kolkata.

ACTIVITIES OF LIBRARY STAFF:

Participation in Seminars / Conferences / Workshops /
Discussions/ Invited Lectures

Ashok Pal

Successfully completed the 18th Faculty Induction
Programme (from 05.02.2025-05.03.2025) organized
by UGCMMTTC, University of Noth Bengal.

Sanjoy Kar

Participated in the IP Awareness Workshop titled
‘Patents, Designs &Technology Management’ organized
by the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Cell, University
of Calcutta, held on March 26, 2025, at Meghnad Saha
Auditorium, Rajabazar Science College Campus,
University of Calcutta.

Presented a paper ‘Artificial Intelligence Literacy
Proficiency among Library and Information Science
Community in India: A Survey’ in the two-day National
Seminar on Converging Library Landscape in Al-ML Era:
Issues and Challenges, organized by Vidyasagar
University, 11-12 March, 2025.

Presented a paper ‘Multiple Submissions of Manuscripts:
A Threat to Scholarly Integrity and Research Ecosystem’
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Library

in the FORCE11 Conference on Driving Transformation
in Scholarly Communications Locally and Globally
organised by University of California, Los Angeles, USA,
1-3 August, 2024.

RESEARCH PROJECTS

Sanjoy Kar

(Jointly with Anwesha Sengupta and Supurna Banerjee)
Engaged in a project ‘Salt Lake: Exploring a 50 Years
History’ funded by IDSK.

ASSOCIATION WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS /
MEMBERSHIP OF ORGANIZATIONS/
MISCELLANEOUS

Ashok Pal

Life member of Bengal Library Association (BLA)
Life member of Indian Library Association (ILA)

Sanjoy Kar

Member of the Canadian Sociological Association
(CSA), Canada

Member of American Psychological Association (APA),
Washington, D.C., United States

Member of Association for Information Science and
Technology (ASIS&T), Silver Spring, Maryland, United
States

Member of Research Data Alliance (RDA), New York,
United States

Life Member, Council of the Indian Statistical Institute,
Kolkata

Life Member, Indian Library Association (ILA), New
Delhi

Academic Counselor and enlisted guide/supervisor for
MLISc dissertation, Indira Gandhi National Open
University IGNOU), New Delhi

Book
Ashok Pal

(Jointly with Arindam Sarkar) Library Catalogue in
Olden Days: Saga of Ancient and Medieval Periods,
Lambert Academic Publishing, Chisinau, Moldova,
2024 (ISBN-9786207844265).

Sanjoy Kar
Journal Articles

(Jointly with Sabuj Kumar Chaudhuri) Building an
information-resilient society. Current Science, 127(4),
389-390, 2024.

‘Truth and Fake in the Post-factual Digital Age:
Distinctions in the Humanities and IT Sciences’, Journal
of Data Science, Informetrics, and Citation Studies, 3(2),
237-242,2024.
https://doi.org/10.5530/jcitation.3.2.24

‘The Bloomsbury Handbook to the Digital Humanities:
A Review. Journal of Scientometric Research, 13(2),
655-657,2024.
https://doi.org/10.5530/)SCIRES.13.2.52

‘A Fair Possibility of Tracking Scientific Retractions
through Crossref for Sustainability of Science’, Journal of
Data Science, Informetrics, and Citation Studies, 3(1),
90-92,2024. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.5530/jcitation.3.1.9
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12 Computer Infrastructure

Computer infrastructure of IDSK consists of compatible computer hardware
and the latest networking equipment and software. Round the clock Internet
access is available on campus to students, faculty and staff. All the computers
on campus are connected through Ethernet-based LAN30 MBPS leased line is
used for Internet connection throughout the campus.

Computer Lab

IDSK has a computer lab with 18 desktop PCs connected to the Internet and
available for use by students and research staff. Network laser printers and HP
colour scanners are available for printing and scanning purposes. The OPAC
(Online Public Access Catalogue) of our library can also be accessed from the
PCs in the computer lab.

Operating Systems and Softwares

The servers are powered LINUX and Server 2008. Other than the regular
Windows 7 and Windows 8 operating systems, MS Office and Adobe
Professional packages for individual desktops, IDSK provides its faculty,
research staff, and students with the latest software for statistical and
econometrics purposes. These include:

o Stata
Eviews
CSPro
Win Rats
Win Cats
NVivo 12

©O O ©0 O O

The databases maintained at IDSK are Prowess and CapitaLines
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13 Faculty and Areas of Interest

Director and Professor of Economics

Indrani Chakraborty (till October 2024)

Corporate Finance, International Finance, Econometrics, Development
Economics

Emeritus Professor

Amiya Kumar Bagchi (till 27 November 2024)

(Economics)

Political Economy, Economic History, International Finance

Professor

Achin Chakraborty

(Economics)

Welfare Economics, Human Development, Health Economics

Associate Professors

Bidhan Kanti Das

(Anthropology)

Tribal Studies, Social Ecology, Local Forest Management

Gorky Chakraborty
(Economics)
Development Related Issues in North-east India

Saswata Ghosh
(Demography)
Epidemiology and Public Health, Mortality and Morbidity
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Faculty and Areas of Interest

Subrata Mukherjee (on lien from 1 January 2025)
(Economics)

Health Economics, Applied Microeconometrics,
Quantitative Methods

Assistant Professors

Anwesha Sengupta

(History)

Decolonization in South Asia, Forced Migration
Studies, Border Studies

Nandini Ghosh

(Sociology)

Gender Studies, Disability Studies Social Exclusion,
Qualitative Research Methods

Pallabi Das

(Population Studies)

Population & Social Geography, Public Health,
Cultural Demography, Maternal and Child Health,
Spatial Econometrics

Rahul Rajak
(Population Studies)
Occupational Health, Maternal & Adolescent Health,

Urban Demography, Population Policies, Quantitative
Analysis

Simantini Mukhopadhyay

(Economics)

Health Economics, Child Health and Nutrition,
Measurement of Poverty and Inequality,
Microeconometrics

Supurna Banerjee
(Political Science)
Gender, Women,
Activism

Labour,Migration, Social Space,

Honorary Visiting Professors

Abhirup Sarkar

Economic Development, International Trade, Political
Economy

Anindya Sen

Industrial Organisation, Development Economics

ICSSR Senior Fellow
Uttam Bhattacharya
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1 4 Administrative, Library
and Technical Staff

Administration

Soumendra Kanta Lahiri Choudhuri Accounts Officer

Sumit Dutta Office Superintendent
Sanchari Guha Samanta P.A.tothe Director
Biswajit Nandi Accountant-cum-cashier
Kakali De Office Assistant

Kaustav Tarafdar Office Assistant

Gautam Bera Accounts Clerk

Avirup Mitra Electrician-cum-caretaker
Ashok Kumar Patra Office Attendant

Bijoy Das Office Attendant
Biswanath Das Office Attendant
Sk.Rahaman Ali Office Attendant

Library

Ashok Pal Assistant Librarian
Sanjoy Kar Assistant Librarian
Sovan Sardar Library Assistant

Sharat Biswas Library Assistant
Computer Lab

Dl sanjitKumar Bandyopadhyay Computer Laboratory Assistant
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Governing Council

1. Professor Sabyasachi Basu Raychaudhury President
(Vice-Chancellor, Rabindra Bharati University)
2. Professor Indrani Chakraborty (till October 2024) Director
(Professor of Economics, IDSK)
3. Professor Anindya Jyoti Majumdar Secretary & Officiating Director
(Professor of International Relations, Jadavpur University) (from1 November 2024 to 7 April 2025)
4. Professor Pujan Kumar Sen Treasurer

(Professor of Sociology, University of Kalyani)

5. Professor Amiya Kumar Bagchi (till 27 November 2024) Member
(Emeritus Professor of Economics and Founder Director, IDSK)

6. Professor Abhirup Sarkar Member
(Professor of Economics, ISI, Kolkata)

7. Professor Amitava Raychaudhuri Member
(Professor of Physics, University of Calcutta)

8. Professor Himadri Banerjee Member
(Former Professor of History, Jadavpur University)

9. Professor Sanchari Roy Mukherjee Member
(Professor of Economics, University of North Bengal)

10. Professor Syamal Roy Member

(J.C. Bose National Fellow, Dept. of Science and Technology,
Govt. of India, ICMR Emeritus & Former Chief Scientist,
CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Biology, Kolkata, Former
Vice-Chancellor, Coochbehar Panchanan Barma University)

11. Mr. Binod Kumar, IAS Member
(Principal Secretary, Higher Education,
Government of West Bengal)

12. Mr. Prabhat Mishra, IAS Member
(Additional Chief Secretary, Finance,
Government of West Bengal)

13. Dr. Bidhan Kanti Das Member
(Representative of Academic Staff, IDSK)

14. Dr.Nandini Ghosh Member
(Representative of Academic Staff, IDSK)

15. Mr. Kaustav Tarafdar Member

_ (Representative of Administrative & Technical Staff, IDSK)
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Financial Statement

Details of Receipts and Payments during the year 2024 - 2025 are indicated below:

scoze

RECEIPTS

Grant from Government of West Bengal
Fund Received from Projects

Interest on Bank Deposits
Miscellaneous Receipts

TOTAL RECEIPTS (I)

PAYMENTS

Revenue Expenditure
Salary

Maintenance Expenditure
Outstanding Expenditure
Total

Capital Expenditure
Office Machinery & Other Equipments
Books & Journals

Total

PAYMENTS (A +B)

Difference of Opening & Closing Balance of Cash,
Bank deposits & Investment

TOTAL PAYMENTS Il (A+B +C)
TOTAL () = TOTAL (I
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Rs. in thousand

39,809.93
2,233.78
471.89
1,140.43
43,656.03

Rs. in thousand

32,703.05
8,184.46
3,081.54

43,969.05

Rs. in thousand

259.61

348.47

608.08
44,577.13

921.10

43,656.03

43,656.03






Professor Barnita Bagchi, Chair and Professor, World Literatures in English, University of Amsterdam and
Dr. Tanika Chakraborty, Associate Professor of Economics, IIMC delivered lectures on 9 August and 13 September 2024

(From: Left to Right) Professors Anindya Jyoti Majumdar, Achin Chakraborty, Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury and
Maidul Islam at a discussion Poribortorner Bangladesh Kon Pothe? 25 January 2025
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