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Abstract:

This presentation is derived from the author’s field work for more than a decade in the India-
Bangladesh borderland, specifically the borderland shared between Bangladesh and India,
Indian Prisons at the end of 2014, and in the Rohingya camps of Bangladesh in 2019, and
thereafter digitally. In contemporary times, when debates surrounding citizenship, borders,
and elimination of citizenship have been the dominant discourse in South Asia, the partition
legacy and the Rohingya crisis have become almost synonymous. The dominant perspective
frames refugee camps as spaces of threat, criminalisation, confrontation, and violence—
rarely shifting the perspective from “Refugees as threat or risk” to “Refugees as victims of
violence, threat, or risk.” Instead, here in this presentation, the author reflects upon whose
security is it when we talk about refugee camps, especially stateless people that are
supposedly without any rights? What does “security” mean when it becomes a technique of
containment rather than emancipation? And how might one study security beyond its
conventional disciplinary boundaries, particularly in sites like refugee camps that blur the
lines between law and exception, care and control, visibility and erasure?
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