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Speakers

Roger Jeffery

Professor Emeritus in Sociology of South Asia
Associate Director, Edinburgh India Institute
University of Edinburgh,

School of Social and Political Science

and

Friederike Voigt

Curator,

Scotland’s National Museum

Date and Time

6 February 2026, 3.30 PM

Venue

Seminar Room, Fifth Floor, IDSK

Abstract

Perceptions of Empire: Edinburgh’s Engagement with India, edited by Roger Jeffery & Friederike
Voigt, explores the far-reaching impact of Indian people, their cultures and civilisation. Tracing
India’s influence on a single city, Scotland’s capital Edinburgh, the book reveals how its citizens
experienced, understood and debated diverse aspects of Indian society over a period of three
hundred years, from the 1770s to the 1970s. Based on long extracts from first-hand contemporary
accounts, the book offers a multifaceted view of the many connections between India and
Edinburgh. Perceptions of Empire will appeal to anyone with an interest in imperial and post-colonial
history, decolonisation, cultural and intellectual history, and the social life of cities.
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